
Whaddon 
Annual Parish 

Meeting
Monday 19th April 2021

The meeting covered both 2020 and 2021 
as no APM was possible in 2020



Agenda

• Parish Council Review
• SCDC and County Councillor reports 
• Neighbourhood Watch
• Speedwatch
• St Mary’s Church roof update
• Alfred John Palmer’s Trust 
• Broadband and Village Website
• Village Hall and Recreation Ground update 

together with reports about activities
• Q & A session



Parish 
Councillors

• Lee Ginger, Chair
• Nigel Strudwick, Vice Chairman
• Tony Milton, Chair of Planning Committee
• Anita Birch
• Will Elbourn
• Joanne Hart
• Randall Scott (until May 2020) 
• Deborah Townsend (from October 2020)
• Angela Bridges – Clerk and Proper Officer



Parish 
Council 
review of 
2019 & 2020

• Whaddon Gap safety improvements to go ahead 
(see further slides)

• Coronavirus – Parish Council Community Response
• Bassingbourn Barracks – reopen for training and 

other roles
• Speculative building developments (Thakeham)
• East West Railway – not via Whaddon; new 

consultation launched
• Recreation Ground car park fence - being installed
• Village handymen – renovations and on-going work 

programme 
• Telephone boxes – one replaced, one to be restored
• Grass Cutting – new contractor appointed



……review 
continued

• Church Street beech tree – phytophthora infection being 
monitored

• Ridgeway Close Parking issues – SCDC plan to increase car 
parking spaces

• 14 planning applications 01/04/2019 – 31/03/2021 
• Whaddon News – quarterly issues continues - thanks to Joan 

Pascoe

• Village Climate Emergency Committee – to be established
• PC precept – broadly held at 2019 rate for two years

• Third Parish Plan for Whaddon hopefully to begin work soon –
a great opportunity for residents to say what they feel is 
important in the village

• Thanks to many but especially Angela Bridges, Johnathan 
Burgess, Randall Scott, Steve Coningsby, Phil French and Joan 
Pascoe.



Local 
Highways 
Improvement 
scheme

Virtually everyone in Whaddon can talk of 
problems on the A1198 and at Whaddon Gap

An improvement to the traffic safety has been on 
both the 2006 and 2013 parish plans

Parish Council has been talking to the County 
Highways dept for a long time

In 2019/2020 we put in a Local Highway Initiative 
application. It didn’t get funded

In 2020/2021 we got feedback, talked and 
consulted with everyone, and resubmitted it



We got it!

We got the third highest score in the SWCambs area—basically all 
projects are scored/ranked and those at the top get funded until 

all the budget is gone

We also got the highest road safety improvement score

Scheme will include a 40mph limit, two traffic islands to reduce the 
threat of getting wiped out by a speeding and overtaking car, and new 

road markings

Estimated cost £29,000, WPC £15,000, Bassingbourn £1,000 and CCC 
the rest

I should say the Barracks is fully behind us, just that they have no 
provision in their funding for these sorts of schemes—that’s the MoD 

for you



Design work 
starting soon

The official result will not be declared until the 
CCC Highways committee meets next after the 
election, but we know already that we have 
been allocated an officer to work with

Changes also in place at the former Antelope 
site, and Highways will work with all concerned 
to get the safest and best solution

Thanks to the PC, Susan Van de Ven and the 
Barracks for support



County and 
District 

Councillor 
reports

Susan van de Ven – Cambridgeshire County Councillor



Council officers 
and Council 
offices

• The Chief Executive, Gillian Beasley, is shared with 
Peterborough as part of the policy of reducing 
back-office costs.  All senior posts are now shared 
with Peterborough. The overall trend is to reduce 
council staff, often to unsustainable levels.



Combined 
Authority 

• Since May 2017 there has been a ‘Combined 
Authority’ for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
under a Mayor, comprising:                                                

• Peterborough City Council (a unitary authority) 
• District councils of Huntingdonshire, Fenland, 

East Cambs, South Cambs and Cambridge City 
• Cambridgeshire County Council                                       

• The Mayor has a Cabinet comprising the Council 
Leaders from all the constituent councils.  The 
Mayor has also been offered greater scope by 
central government in order to ‘level up’ to the 
Metro Mayors. This means adding adult education 
and the development of a university in 
Peterborough as well as oversight of strategic 
housing development.  



What the 
Council 
provides

• Social services to children and young 
people, older people, people with mental 
health problems, physical and learning 
disabilities                                                                                                                 

• Planning of school places and some support 
for schools (although the funding for day-
today running comes from central 
government); Coordinated Early Years 
provision, nurseries etc.                                          

• Libraries                                                                                                                    
• Road maintenance; road safety measures 
• Growth and wider development issues 

• Trading standards
• Waste disposal and recycling centres

• Transport strategy is gradually being taken 
over by the Combined Authority



Key issues faced:  

reduced funding, 
increasing costs, 
increasing 
demand, Covid 

• The reduction in general grants from 
central government has continued except 
that some extra money has been made 
available for Covid measures

• The Local Government Association, a 
cross-party organisation, has been ringing 
alarm bells about the greater financial 
burden placed on local councils and 
several have become insolvent.  

• The demand for services is increasing as 
the proportion of the population needing 
adult social care support increases. 
Although the total number of under-fives 
is not increasing at the moment, the 
severity of need of an increasing 
proportion is placing greater demands on a 
hard-pressed service. 



Budget 
Headlines 2021

• For 2021–22, Cambridgeshire is set to receive £645m 
of funding, excluding grants retained by its schools. 
But its total expected spending 2021–22 
– despite finding savings and additional income of 
£4m, will be £655m - leaving a £9.6m gap.

• The costs of running the Council have risen by £42m 
(6.9%) compared to the last financial year. In 
particular, the impact of COVID-19 has led to increased 
challenges across all services areas but especially in 
Adult and Children’s Social care which have seen 
increases in both the amount and complexity of need.

• Increasing the rate at which the Adult Social Care 
Precept is set: The council’s current Business Plan is 
currently based on the council being able to set an 
Adult Social Care precept of 2% in each of the five 
years that the plan covers to 2025 – 26.

• The key sources of Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
funding are council tax (£323m), business rates 
(£64m), central Government grants (£136m) and fees 
and charges income (£122m).



Budget 
Headlines 2021
(cont.)

• 2021/22 Budget
• £20 million extra for footpath 

maintenance 
• £2.73 million extra for flood 

attenuation and improving our 
biodiversity.  

• £6.97 million in improvements to the 
B1050, however

• A cut of £7.5m to the roads 
programme (central govt grant)



Council tax
• The government has again capped 

the levels by which local councils can 
increase tax for 2021-22:           
• 3% over two years towards Adult 

Social Care and 1.99% towards other 
services



Council tax
(cont.)

• Cambridgeshire CC has decided to limit the 
social care increase to 1%, followed by 2% 
next year and 1.99% for other services.  So, 
for the coming year 2021-22, the total 2.99% 
increase will cost a Band D household an 
extra £54.22 per year. Over 60% of 
households in Cambridgeshire are in the 
lower bands A-C. In round figures, every 1% 
brings in about £3 million to the Council. 

• Since capping was introduced in 2014, the 
Council has not made use of the full flexibility 
allowed by central government. As a result of 
the compounding effect of those decisions, 
the Council’s income is much less than it 
would have been



The future for 
local government 
services and the 
implication for 
communities

• Central government has been decreasing its 
grants to local councils with the expectation 
is that services will be ‘transformed’ and 
local groups - parish councils and voluntary 
groups – will have a bigger role in 
supporting those people in the early stage 
of needing help.  The County Council has 
continued to make savings in its procedures 
and in increasing income, for example 
through setting itself up as a property 
company and trying to sell off some of its 
land holdings for housing



County and 
District 

Councillor 
reports

Jose Hales – South Cambridgeshire District Councillor



South Cambs District  Council
April 2021

Councillor Jose Hales, Melbourn, Meldreth, Shepreth and Whaddon



Key Changes 2020/2021

• Third year of New Administration in 
the Council from May 2018. 

• Appointed Independent Councillor 
as Chairman.

• Appointed Conservative Councillor 
as Chairman of Scrutiny Group.

• Now 45 Councillors instead of 57.
• Lower cost to residents
• More work for us !

• Massive C19 support:
• Community groups formed
• Officers moved from normal 

duties to C19 support.
• Business Grants paid: 

• Lockdown 1 of £30m
• Nov-March 2021: £10m to 4,000 

businesses, many hardship grants 
made.



Financials
2021/22
• SCDC takes c.£155 of the £1,500 of 

Band D Council Tax.
• Council Tax Increased this year by 

3.4% or £5 to £155.31
• Correcting a deficit of £500k in 2019/20
• C19 expenditure of £2,3m- received 

£1.9m from Government
• Councillor expenses increased by 1%.

• County C Tax Increased by £40 or 
2,99%.

5 yr Business Plan
• No Government grant.
• Savings planned of £5m next few 

years
• £2m identified so additional £3m

• Plan to generate a quarter of the 
money the Council spends on 
services from investments within five 
years.

• By the end of March 2024, Council 
investments are forecasted to return 
an income of just over £5 million a 
year which will be used to protect the 
services people want and need.



Services, Business Plan & Business Support

1. My South Cambs Portal
• To increase customer service.

2. Aim to improve planning with new shared 
service and IT platform
3. Higher number of planning delegations

• Previously <5%, now c 25%

4. Re structure of the Council Management
• New CEO
• New officer structure

5. Business Plan Focus
• Income generation - £5m investment income (from 

£20m).

6. Call for Sites Process
• Engaged with residents/Parishes
• 200+ people attended Guildhall meeting
• Roadshows all across S Cambs
• Looking at carbon & water resources.

7. New 6.1 yrs housing land supply
• prevents speculative development 
8. New Business Support

• 4 new staff
• Focus on SME < 10 employees
• Focused on the business growth/expansion.



My Priorities
• 1. Monitor & influence planning 

projects.
• Influence the local plan 

process/call for sites.
• Monitor the 5 year housing land 

supply
• 2. Keep residents up to date

• Monthly newsletter, Facebook, 
active in the community, attend 
parish council meetings, keep 
parish informed of unfolding 
news.

• 3. Carry out effective case work 
on:

• Planning
• Housing
• Highways

• 4. Represent the villages on 
Grants Advisory Committee 
(Chair of Committee).  

• New Covid grants - £30k
• New Zero Carbon grants- £100k
• Community Chest grants continue



Neighbourhood
Watch

• Malan Peyton NHW Co-Ordinator

Local co-ordinators
• Karen Coningsby - Meldreth Road/Church 

Street
• Carole Aldred – Church Street/Town Farm 

Close/St Mary’s Close
• Maria Mould – Lower Bridge 

Street/Ridgeway Close
• Helen Smith – Upper Bridge Street
• Malan Peyton – Dyers Green



…..Neighbourhood
Watch

• South Cambs Neighbourhood Policing team and PCSOs 
are based at Cambourne, although some changes are 
coming in next few months

• If you are not ringing 999, the Police Web Chat service is 
the easiest way to contact them – average wait is 30 
seconds

• WhaddsApp group also works very well for immediate 
alerts to village

• Local police patrol the A1198, stopping vehicles; there 
are the usual catalytic convertor thefts and burglaries

• Some local arrests for growing cannabis
• Whaddon remains a very safe community with very little 

crime
• Dog theft is a national issue but plenty of advice available 

from the police to protect your dog and yourself, but 
don’t walk on your own if you feel vulnerable



Speedwatch

• Speedwatch has had to be on hold throughout the 
pandemic but can restart soon

• It is really important to remind drivers of the 30 mph 
village speed limit

• Mobile speed camera continues – thanks to Phil French
• Speedwatch gave us the evidence needed to allow the 

speed limit to be reduced to 30 mph

• New volunteers needed to help with restart of scheme



St Mary’s Whaddon Roof

June 2019 – April 2021

David Grech -
Churchwarden

The church roof viewed 
from the tower following 
the theft of lead in June 
2019



The south aisle roof with new plywood deck
ready for the terne-coated stainless steel sheeting

New treated timber boarding to the  gutter and lead sump, 
ready for the installation of new stainless steel guttering 



New terne-coated stainless steel roof sheeting and gutters installed on the north aisle (left) and south aisle (right).



The structural engineer inspecting the rotten timbers to the nave The hole in one of the ridge beam following
the removal of rotten timber







REPAIRS TO BEAM E
Left: The lower oak beam with all the rotten timber removed and the upper soft wood timbers cut back
Centre: Repairs in progress using new oak and stainless steel rods all bedded in structural resin
Right: Following completion of the resin repairs to the oak, the upper softwood timbers are repaired using new treated timber



Left: Completion of the 
repairs to the upper 
softwood members using 
new treated timber.

Right: New plywood deck 
laid ready to receive 
terne-coated stainless 
steel sheeting, following 
completion of the 
structural repairs.



In order to undertake 
the repairs in a safe 
manner, a ‘crash-deck’ 
scaffold had to be 
erected within the 
nave of the church.

The offered a ‘silver 
lining’ by allowing 
access to closely 
inspect the carved oak 
bosses to the medieval 
ceiling.



Two of the five carved oak bosses that date from the 15th century.  Left a ‘Green Man’ (a figure of renewal)
Right a lion’s head.  The other three bosses comprise a rose, a set of oak leaves and a second lion’s head.



It is likely that these 
carved bosses would 
originally have been 
painted, and a few signs 
of old paint are still just 
discernible.  It is 
probable that the paint 
was removed during the 
restoration of the church 
in 1868-69, as the 
Victorians had a 
reputation for ‘scraping 
back’ medieval churches 
to better reflect the 
Victorian’s perceived 
idea of what a medieval 
church should look like!



The project to re-roof 
St Mary’s Church would 
not have been possible 
without significant 
financial support, and 
we would like to record 
out thanks to the 
following:

The Community of 
Whaddon

Historic England

Amey Community Fund

Cambridgeshire 
Historic
Churches Trust



Alfred J. Palmer 
Trust

• PC reappointed Will Elbourn, and Chris Coningsby in May 
2019 and Helen Strudwick in May 2020 to the Board of 
Trustees

• Trustees Ruth Keir and Paul Evans to step down in May 
2021

• Trust continues to be in a good financial position 

• A simple method established for people to apply for or be 
nominated for a grant which could be reviewed by the 
Trustees.

• Grants given to a small number of villagers in 2019 & 2020
• AJP offered to give small grants to villagers during 

Pandemic



Broadband 
and Village 
website

Nigel Strudwick – village “Broadband Champion”

• Village website continues—as always, I appeal for 
content. I know there will be more coming regarding the 
churchyard, but I am always looking for new ideas to put 
on the site – and for people to write them so I don’t have 
to do all the work! 

• The email system has sent out some 300 emails since 
December 2019, including many about the Coronavirus. 
We have been complimented on how well we have kept 
the community informed.

• County Broadband continue with their work to connect 
Whaddon to FTTP. The next phase is due to start on 24 
May and will involve cable installation. This work will 
probably also have to install more poles and perhaps 
need some groundwork – you will be kept informed by 
County of this – and see next slide



STOP PRESS: 
seen on 
30/4/2021



Whaddon Village Hall and 
Recreation Ground Trust

Anita Birch – Chair



Trustees

• Registered Charity
• 10 Trustees
• 3 resignations of Trustees - Wendy, Bob, Amy
• Nigel resigned as Chair.  Anita appointed
• Nikki and Jayne - newly appointed Trustees
• 1 Vacancy

www.whaddon.org

http://www.whaddon.org/


Activities

• Cricket
• Dog Training
• Pilates
• Coffee Morning
• Table Tennis
• Whaddon Wednesdays

• Craft Club
• Motorcycle Club
• Bootcamp
• Film Nights
• Private bookings (celebratory 

events)
• Meetings



Covid-19
• Village hall, recreation ground and playground closed 23 March 2020. 

Lockdown 1
• Playground re-opened 4 July 2020. 
• Followed Government guidance Lockdown 2 & 3
• Covid-Secure building - Special Conditions of Hire and Risk 

Assessments
• Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant
• Impact on hirers
• Re-opening again from 12 April



Building, Maintenance & other

• Car Park Linear Drainage System
• Village Handyman
• Free Wi-Fi
• Break in



Fundraising & donations

• Race Night
• Village BBQ and Disco
• Film Nights
• Co-Op – for a fence round the younger children’s playground
• Etex – for the last two years they have made a much appreciated 

donation to the Trust



Future plans

• Improvement/replacement of garage
• Playground fencing
• Car park drainage
• Increase variety of activities offered
• Post Coronavirus Village Celebratory Event 7 August 2021



Finally……
During the lockdown period, the community of Whaddon, alongside 
the Parish Council have come together to replace, to a certain extent 
the central role of the Village Hall and Recreation Ground. It has been 
our priority to ensure no individual, experienced isolation or hardship 

due to the village hall closure, during this period.

We are delighted to be open, following the Government’s roadmap to 
the easing of restrictions and are very much looking forward to 

welcoming back our regular hirers and are excited to find some new 
activities for all villagers, young and old to enjoy.




