
This is a formal response to the Foxton Travel Hub consultation from 
Whaddon Parish Council in South Cambridgeshire 

Background 

It must be stated that Foxton station would probably not be the preferred station for 
residents of Whaddon, as they would normally use Royston or Meldreth station. As such, 
while the Parish Council would support the issues raised by Foxton Parish Council in their 
response (see immediately below for link), our views are mainly strategic and largely based 
upon issues caused by the real issue at Foxton, the level crossing, together with the lack of 
any co-ordinated strategy. 

http://foxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/userfiles/files/FPC%20Comment%20Foxton%20Travel%20Hub%2
0Consulation%20October%202019%281%29.pdf 

No co-ordination and strategic direction 

It is inconceivable that the creation of the Foxton Hub is taking place without reference to 
the issue of finally eradicating the problems caused by the level crossing. The level crossing 
saga has run for long enough now (close on 50 years!). With 12 trains every hour currently 
scheduled to use the rail line at this point, the crossing is a major source of delay and 
congestion and should be by-passed very quickly.  

We are concerned that with up to five transport initiatives in the South of Cambridge area, 
there appears to be little or no overall strategic co-ordination of these plans. In fact, the 
need for Foxton Hub could well be eradicated by a combination of the much-needed level 
crossing by-pass and the bigger and more substantive park and ride schemes at Junction 11 
of the M11. In addition to these issues:  

• We also do not yet know the preferred route of East West Rail,  
• We do not know the opening date of a new station for Addenbrookes 
• The Melbourn Greenway has yet to be decided  
• We do not know the effect of the Mayor’s transport and bus strategy for 

Cambridgeshire.  

With many of these initiatives funded and lead by different authorities, we question why 
public money could be committed to a raft of proposals that together do not seem like a co-
ordinated transport strategy for the area. It is surprising that this is happening given the fact 
that the Mayor has overall control of transport strategy for the Combined Authority area. 

North versus South 

It is difficult to see what, if any, advantages the Northern option would hold over the 
Southern option. In the main, most travellers will be for Cambridge and would logically 
originate from south of Foxton station. The Southern option may have better vehicular 
access for this group in that they will not have to cross the level crossing but they will still 
suffer from difficulties because of queuing back from the level crossing! 

 



Level crossing and passenger conflicts 

We believe that a Foxton travel hub would not solve the problem of constant delays and 
environmental issues caused by the level crossing (incidentally, one of our councillors found 
that there have not yet been any emissions studies at Foxton in preparation for this 
scheme). While some vehicles may be siphoned off from the through traffic and other users 
may cycle to Foxton, the benefits of parking there and then catching the train may be 
negated by passengers having to conflict with traffic to reach the platforms as well as then 
having to cross the level crossing on foot if travelling from the Southern car park. At the very 
least, a footbridge over the railway at the station would be of great benefit to all rail users. 
It is a very sore point with users of Foxton station that trains are often missed due to the 
gates being closed and the pedestrian gates locked before the arrival of trains. 

Addenbrookes traffic 

A large amount of the traffic at the level crossing is caused by the many people who work 
and visit the Addenbrookes site. We note that while the railway will take them to the 
existing Cambridge stations but until the planned station at Addenbrookes is opened, the 
railway will be of no use whatsoever to reach the Addenbrookes site.  

Bus interchange 

It is preposterous in this day and age that there are no outline proposals for improving bus 
services to/from the proposed Foxton Hub or even linking better with the existing Busway 
service A and D, which will not even serve the hub directly. To qualify as a multi-modal hub, 
surely there need to be more than just Cars, Bicycles and Trains? 
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