
WHADDON NEWS ADVERTISING RATES 
Half page advert for one issue    £12.50 
 

Half page advert for one year (4 issues) £40.00 
 

Other options may be available on request. 
 

Contact Angela Bridges, the Parish Clerk:  
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Citizens Advice:  

Cambridge 03448 487979 

Royston 03444 111444 

Councillors:  

County: Susan van de Ven 07905 325574  

District: Jose  Hales 01763 221058 

Doctors:  

Orchard Surgery, Melbourn 01763 260220 

The Health Centre, Royston 01763 242981 

Market Hill Surgery, Royston 01763 848244 

Roysia Surgery, Royston 01763 243166 

Hospital:  

Addenbrooke’s Hospital 01223 245151 

Police:  

Non emergency Number 101 

Samaritans: 01223 364455 (charges) 

 116 123 (free) 

Transport:  

National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 

Stagecoach East 01223 433250 

National Express Coaches 0871 781 8181 

Utilities:  

Anglian Water 03457 145145 

Cambridge Water Company 01223 706050 

Electricity Emergency & Supply Loss 08007 838838 

Vets:  

Melbourne Veterinary Surgery 01763 262696 

Royston Veterinary Surgery 01763 242221 

www.whaddon.org 

March 2021 



Village Hall hire  
 

Special rates for those within the village  - ideal for 
birthday parties and most functions. 
 

Village Rate:   £7 per hour  

Non-village Rate:  £11 per hour 
 

Please contact:  whaddonvhrgt@gmail.com 

 Bin Collection Dates 

Wed 3 Mar Blue/green Wed 21 April Black 

Wed 10 Mar Black Wed 28 April Blue/green 

Wed 17 Mar Blue/green Thurs 6 May Black 

Wed 24 Mar Black Wed 12 May Blue/green 

Wed 31 Mar Blue/green Wed 19 May Black 

Fri 9 April Black Wed 26 May Blue/green 

Thurs 15 April Blue/green Thurs 3 June Black 

WHADDON NEWS 
 

This is the fourth edition of the 
Whaddon News since the Lockdown 
last March. I have been amazed that 
there have been enough articles to fill 
all issues despite the lack of regular 
activities and village events. 
 

This edition sees the start  of fresh 
material in the ‘Times Past’ series. 
Many thanks to Jenny Grech for 
writing about the history of Whaddon 
Village School. This has been 
divided into four parts and one will 
be included in each issue of the 
Whaddon News during 2021. 
 

The deadline for the next newsletter 
is May 14th 
 

Joan Pascoe C208062 
joanpascoe@aol.com 

LIST OF PARISH COUNCILLORS 

Mr Lee Ginger Chair 
07850 

252015 
lee.ginger@btinternet.com 
14 Carlton Rise, Melbourn SG8 6BZ 

Dr Nigel Strudwick Vice Chair C 207434 3 Town Farm Close 

Mr Will Elbourn Councillor C 208955 College Farm, Church Street 

Prof. Tony Milton Councillor C 207105 Chestnut Tree Farm, Meldreth Road 

Anita Birch Councillor 
07748 

908164 
68 Bridge Street 

Joanne Vries Councillor C208009 108 Church Street 

Deborah Townsend Councillor 
07388 

033616 
36 Bridge Street 

Mrs Angela Bridges 
Clerk/ 
Finance Officer 

— 
31 Bridge Street,  
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TEAM 

Malan Peyton Whaddon Village Coordinator Ermine Farm, Dyers Green C 207358 

Coordinators:    

Karen Coningsby Meldreth Road/Church Corner 17 Church Street C 207514 

Carole Aldred 
Church Street/Town Farm Close/ 
St Mary’s Close 

104 Church Street C 208147 

Maria Mould Lower Bridge Street/Ridgeway Close 39 Bridge Street C 207231 

Helen Smith Upper Bridge Street 9 Bridge Street C 207631 

Malan Peyton Dyers Green Ermine Farm, Dyers Green C 207358 

Local Enforcement:    

Neighbourhood Policing Team (Cambourne):  
www.cambs.police.uk/LocalPolicing/SouthCambs/Cambourne/ 

John Coppard Police Community Support Officer (PCSO 

Lyndsay Gardiner Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) 

James Lynch Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) 

  

Dial 999 to report a crime actually happening or when lives are at risk.  
For a non-emergency matter dial 101. 
If you report an incident to the police please let your neighbourhood watch  
coordinator know. 
 



 

Village Garden & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Family run Business based on Meldreth Road 
  

Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting, Fencing, Pressure Washing, Gutters, 
Plastering and much more… 
  

Contact us: 
 

Neil - 07540605860 
Suzanne - 07835400637 
Home - 01223 207960 
  

Email - villagegardenandproperty@gmail.com 
  

 
 

Your feedback helps NHS and care teams support us all 
 

Have you seen your GP lately? Had a hospital or dental appointment? Perhaps you 
have care services at home or visit a loved one in a care home. 
 

If you, a family member or friend have used a local health or care service, Healthwatch 
Cambridgeshire wants to hear about your experience – good or bad. 
 

We’re the local health and care champions. And by sharing your feedback with us, 
local NHS and care services can find out what’s working well or needs improving. 
 

Please support our new campaign 'Because We All Care' by giving your feedback 
about the services you are using. 
 

It’s being run with the Care Quality Commission and follows on from our big Covid-
19 survey across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough earlier this year. It only takes a 
few minutes to share your views with us. And your feedback helps services to continue 
providing the right support to local people.   
 

Share your views online at  
www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/share-your-views 
 

You can also call Healthwatch on 0330 355 1285, text your views on  
0752 0635 176 or email enquiries@healthwatchcambspboro.co.uk 

Well, here we are again! I seem to have 
had no news other than lockdown and hall 
closure news this past 12 months, so I 
apologise for that. 
 

Unfortunately, during December, a fire 
extinguisher was taken from the hall and 
discharged outside. We were very lucky to 
be alerted to this quickly and even more so, 
that our regular fire safety company were 
travelling past our hall that day and could 
replace it promptly. Thankfully, no damage 
was done to the hall itself and activity such 
as this is a very rare occurrence. However, 
that being said, the hall was left in a 
compromised situation, so we would urge 
everyone to remain vigilant whilst out and 
about and alert a member of the Village 
Hall Committee, if you consider anything 
amiss around the hall. Contact details can 
be found at www.whaddon.org 
 

But, let’s look forward to times changing, 
the reopening of the hall and the return to a 
life when we can socialise with those of 
similar interests.  
 

We have a whole variety of classes/groups 
that usually hire the hall and recreation 

ground, including Dog Training, Pilates, 
Coffee Morning, Whaddon Wednesdays, 
Motorcycle Club, Cricket, Film Nights and 
Table Tennis, but is there something else 
you’d like to see?  
 

We would love to encourage a greater 
variety of activities from the hall and 
recreation ground, to include all 
generations of our community, near and 
far. So please, if you are an aspiring artist, 
a budding craftsperson, musician, youth 
group, poetry society, whatever your 
interests and would like to run a group, 
please get in touch. The more activities we 
can offer from the hall, the more vibrant 
and inclusive we can be. 
 

So, here’s hoping for a return to our ‘new 
normal’ sooner rather than later. 
 

With kindest regards, 
 

Anita Birch 
Chair 
Whaddon Village Hall and Recreation 

Ground Trust 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

WHADDON GOLF CENTRE  
 

01223 207325 
 

www.whaddongolfcentre.co.uk 
 

9.00 til late 
 

DRIVING RANGE 
 

9 HOLE COURSE 
 

TUITION 
 

PRO– SHOP 

       BAR 
 

      FOOD 
 

     COFFEE 
 

NEWSPAPERS 

WHADDON VILLAGE HALL and RECREATION GROUND TRUST 

http://www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/share-your-views
about:blank


 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 

WHADDON 

Interregnum and Other Matters 
 

One or two people have recently asked what is happening about 
appointing a new vicar, so I thought I would take this opportunity to 
write a brief update for the village. 
 
The Covid pandemic has impacted on all our lives and the Church of 
England is no exception.  One of the consequences of the pandemic 
has been a significant reduction in income for the Diocese of Ely and, 
in the short term, this resulted in a freeze on all recruitment.  The 
Diocese now has revised budgets in place and this is gradually 
allowing some posts to be filled.  This is, necessarily, a slow process 
and our post is due to be considered by the Bishop’s Council in 
March.  We might then be allowed to advertise in the spring and 
interview in the early summer, so with luck we could have a new vicar 
in post for the autumn, though there is no certainty in that.  In the 
meantime, we are grateful for all the hard work that our Associate 
Minister Amanda O’Neill and our Licensed Lay Minister Simon Morris 
are doing for us.  We are also very appreciative of the support we 
have had over the last few months from Revd Claire Robertson.  
Claire is now moving on to a permanent position within the 
Lordsbridge Team Churches, and we wish her all the best for the 
future. 
 
When the current lockdown was announced the PCC reluctantly took 
the decision that we needed to move our regular Sunday worship 
back on-line until it is safe to resume church-based services.  
However, we are aware that living in lockdown places increased 
stress on us all, and that some in the village welcome the peace and 
solitude that can be found in church, and the opportunity to reflect 
away from the pressures of everyday life. The church remains open 
for private prayer every Saturday between 11:00am and 4:00pm, and 
we hope that by Easter we might be able to resume some church-
based services.   

 
David Grech,  
Vice-chair of the PCC, St Mary’s Whaddon 

Whaddon Wednesdays 
 

 
Here we are in February 2021 looking at the rest of this year and wondering 
what will be happening as each month passes. It’s a brave prophet who 
predicts the future but events are beginning to take us in a positive 
direction. Vaccinations are well underway and seem to be placing 
downward pressure on the many Covid 19 statistics we are all getting used 
to hearing and reading.  
 

Those of us hoping to see Whaddon Wednesdays back in operation must, 
for the moment, assume that even if restrictions on gathering are lifted by 
early summer, most villagers will not be inclined to spend a few hours in 
close company in the village hall for a while after.   For the moment, 
therefore, Whaddon Wednesdays will remain silent but be assured the 
committee remains hopeful that we will get-together at some time in the 
months to come but when (?) must still be an open matter.  Our hope it that 
life will be returning, in due course, to some sort of normality and with it 
joy will be boundless. Our hope then is that some villagers will, amongst 
many other things, want to get together, hear an interesting speaker and no 
doubt reflect on life since early 2020. We will hope to see you as and when 
we can announce a programme. 
 

The WW Committee 



I have been trying to get some more specific information about how the 
County Broadband scheme to connect houses in the village to a Fibre to the 
Premises (FTTP) network is progressing, but it hasn’t arrived by the time the 
Whaddon News was due to go to press. What I can tell you is the small bits 
of information that everyone who has signed up to the scheme should 
anyway have seen in the letters that County have sent round: as at 12 
February, County were expecting to begin the next phase of initial network 
construction works next month (March).  
 

I have had some queries from people whose Internet service contract is 
coming up for renewal, asking me what to do in the hope the scheme goes 
live this year (I’m also in that position). I did check, and County will still be 
honouring their pledge not to charge you, once they go live, until your 
current contract runs out, for up to a year; they would ask you to try and 
renew on a 12 month as opposed to an 18 or 24 month contract, or to use an 
ISP who are prepared to operate on a month-by-month basis. 
 

If I am able to get more information, rest assured I will share it with you via 
the usual channels. 
 

Nigel Strudwick  

County Broadband Update 

 

A Reflection on Lent 
 

by Simon Morris, Licensed Lay Minister for the Joint 
Benefice of Bassingbourn and Whaddon. 
 
“It’s taken me the best part of 60 years to work out who 
I am”.  That’s what a man said last night on the TV 
programme 63 Up.  The programme has filmed a set of 
people from the age of 7, catching up with them every  
7 years. 
 
Perhaps what this man said is linked to his stage in life?  But, nevertheless, 
the sentiment really chimed with me.   
 
There is something in all of us that strives for things.  For me I get caught 
in continually trying to better myself in some way.  For example, over 
recent years I started cycling and fell into striving to go faster and further  
… if I just train in this way, or just tweak my bike in that way, or get that 
piece of aerodynamic kit.  Maybe others strive for different things such as 
recognition through work, fulfilment in relationships, family, or whatever. 
 
One of my favourite parts of the Bible is in Psalms where the writer talks 
about himself as being made by God, “you created my inmost being; you 
knit me together in my mother’s womb.   I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that 
full well“.  God has made us, and we are good, good, good!  But for me 
the things we strive for can get in the way of us knowing our goodness and 
the goodness of the one who made us. 
 
One Christian spiritual writer has talked about “the art of letting go”.  
When we let go of what we strive for, we become more of who we should 
be, and more open to God.   Strangely it is often in our failure and our 
bereavement and our pain and in our loss that we realise what we truly 
value. 
 
Christian spirituality is linked to a yearly cycle, and when you read this 
article, the Christian season of Lent will have started.  This is the season 
where people give things up.  There is a deep spiritual reason for this.  In a 
way, we are giving up a small part of our strivings; we are practicing the 
art of letting go.  And it is through this letting go that we become more 
aware of who we are in God’s eyes, and what is really important to us, and 
become a little more open to Him. 
 



SUSAN VAN de VEN Cambridgeshire County Councillor  
 

All drop-in advice surgeries are currently suspended. 
 

 If there are issues people would like to discuss you can contact Susan on 
07905325574 or susan@sclibdems.org.uk 
 

Monthly Newsletter: 
Susan writes a monthly e-newsletter on issues affecting our area – please do let her 
know if you’d like to receive it, or would like anything to be included in it.  
Susan van de Ven 
County Councillor for Bassingbourn, Melbourn, Meldreth and Whaddon 

St Mary’s Roof 
 

As we approached Christmas, no doubt most of us were hoping that the roll 
out of the Covid vaccines would herald a better year in 2021 than that we 
had experienced in 2020.  But a month in, and with the latest lockdown now 
stretching at least until March, there is a horrible sense of deja vu.  So it is 
good to report some positive news in respect of the church roof. In early 
January we received confirmation that we had been awarded £25,000 from 
the Government's Cultural Recovery Fund as administered by Historic 
England.  This grant is for a first phase of the re-roofing programme and 
specifically is to re-roof the north aisle. We have appointed Brown and Ralph 
to undertake the work, which started on site at the beginning of February and 
is programmed to be completed by the end of March.  
 

The Historic England grant will cover almost all of the cost of the work to the 
north aisle, so allowing us to put the rest of the funding we have raised 
towards Phase II, which will re-roof the nave and south aisle.  In early 
February we heard that our grant application to the Amey Community Fund 
had been successful and we have been awarded £23,000 towards the cost 
of Phase II.  This, together with a grant of £4,000 from the Cambridgeshire 
Historic Churches Trust and the funding raised through the local community, 
means we are now in a position to proceed with the works to the rest of the 
roof.  We are currently negotiating with Brown and Ralph to see if Phase II 
can be undertaken in tandem with Phase I and completed by the beginning 
of May, when our resident population of bats start breeding and work would 
on the roof would have to stop.  It may be that some of the roof will need to 
be completed in September after the bat breeding season, but we are now 
confident of having the new roof finished by next autumn. We would like to 
thank all those in Whaddon who have helped in whatever way to get us to 
this point, as well as Historic England, the Amey Community Fund and 
Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust for their grant aid.  Thanks also to 
our County Councillor Susan van de Ven and our Parish Council Chairman 
Lee Ginger for their enthusiastic support of our grant application to the Amey 
Community Fund. 
 

Karen Coningsby and David Grech 
Churchwardens, St Mary's Whaddon. 

Silent Partners Podcasts 
https://beta.fitz.ms/conversations/podcasts/silent-partners-artist-and-mannequin-from-
fetish-to-function 
This is a series of podcasts created to accompany the very successful Silent Partners 
exhibition, which ran from October 2014 to January 2015, exploring the use of 
mannequins by artists. 
 

Other podcasts are available at https://beta.fitz.ms/conversations/podcasts 
 

Galleries online 
https://beta.fitz.ms/visit-us/galleries 
3D photography and models of the galleries, some with details of the displays (e.g. 
Gallery 3, Gallery 8) 
 

The Human Touch: Making art, leaving traces 
https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/calendar/whatson/human-touch-making-art-
leaving-traces 
This is a special exhibition that is all about touch, an activity that is currently 
restricted. It was due to open on 6 January. The exhibits are all there, waiting for 
visitors, once the museum reopens. Fingers crossed that will be soon. See below about 
visiting the museum. 
 

Don’t Wash Your Hands 
https://beta.fitz.ms/objects-and-artworks/dont-wash-your-hands-neither-light-agrees-to
-enter-the-eyes-nor-air-the-lungs-2020 
A display of modern recreations of ancient Syrian eye idols created last summer. The 
artist, Issam Kourbaj, has dedicated this “to the Syrians who are still unable to see the 
light or breathe the air of freedom. It is also a cry to the world, pleading that they do 
not ‘wash their hands’ of a country that once was a cradle of civilisation”. 
 

Beethoven 250 
https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/calendar/whatson/beethoven-250 
A new display containing rarely exhibited manuscripts by Beethoven celebrates the 
250th anniversary of the composer’s birth.   
 

Website 
The Fitzwilliam’s website is changing and you are invited to be involved in the new 
design. The beta version of the website is at https://beta.fitz.ms/. At the bottom of each 
page is a “send feedback” button. You can comment on whole pages or just particular 
details. 
 

Twilight at the Museums  
Usually held in February half-term, this year it’s online and is available at any time 
https://www.museums.cam.ac.uk/twilightold 
 

Citizen science  
Take part in active research projects via the MicroPasts website https://
crowdsourced.micropasts.org/ 

Helen Strudwick 
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While we were all away ….. 
 

What’s happening at the Fitzwilliam Museum  
(and other University Museums)  

 

While we’ve all been tied to our homes, museum staff have been producing online 
resources for you to enjoy. In case you have missed these and are searching for things 
to do, I thought I would give you a run-down of some things that are available.  
 

The Fitzwilliam is part of the University of Cambridge Museums consortium, including 
the Botanic Garden. They offer regular Wellness Wanders online, taking you through 
the gardens. There is an archive of all the Wanders to date as well. https://
www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/wellness-wander/. 
 

We don’t yet know when the museum will reopen to the public but, when it does, the 
number of visitors will be controlled by timed tickets. These are free but will need to be 
booked in advance: https://tickets.museums.cam.ac.uk/overview/generaladmission. 
 

Look, think, do 
https://beta.fitz.ms/learning/look-think-do 
These are a series of activities for families at home, designed as starting points for 
looking, talking and doing about art. The Look and Think parts normally take about 10-
15 minutes, while the Do part can take as long as you like. 
 

Summer with the Museums 
https://www.museums.cam.ac.uk/summerwiththemuseums 
Although these were designed for the previous lockdown, many of the activities can be 
carried out at any time of year. 
 

ChYpPs (Children and Young People’s Participation Service) 
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/chypps-activities 
The museums work with ChYpPs on “fun activities with a focus on play and 
creativity”. Though aimed at school holidays, many are available at any time, and there 
is a YouTube channel of activities created during the first national lockdown.  
 

Arts Award 
https://beta.fitz.ms/learning/arts-award 
https://www.museums.cam.ac.uk/digitalartsaward 
Arts Award is a nationally recognised qualification for young people aged 5–25, in any 
area of the. The museums work on activities supporting the Award. 
 

Story telling: 
For younger people, there are a series of recorded stories at the bottom of this webpage 
https://beta.fitz.ms/learning/families 
 

In My Mind’s Eye Podcasts 
https://beta.fitz.ms/conversations/podcasts/in-my-minds-eye 
In My Mind’s Eye is a series of podcasts that grew out of the first national lockdown in 
2020. Ali Smith, Halima Cassell, Issam Kourbaj, Jackie Kay and Matt Smith talk about 
what happens when we can no longer access artworks directly. 

N. HERTS AND DISTRICT CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  
 

The drop-in services are now closed.  
 

To contact the local CAB for advice please call 01462 689801 and leave a 
message or email northhertscab.org.uk 
 

Alternatively contact the CAB national phone service: Tel 0800 144 8848. 

Whitsun in Whaddon 2021 
Whitsun 2021 is Sunday 23 May. Whitsun will, like Christmas or Easter, 
take place whatever the weather does, or, more pertinently, whatever stage 
the UK is at by then with the fight against the Coronavirus. With everything 
closed at present, it is just too early to make any formal plans for how 
Whaddon is going to mark Whitsun this year—we just have no idea wheth-
er we will be able to meet for the Folk Evening, process in groups round the 
village, or dance at the Golf Centre.  
 
But we promise that something will happen: at the very least Helen and I 
will play and dance at various locations around the village as we did in 
2020, and of course sing Whaddon’s Whitsun song. Please save the date, 
and watch the Newsletter, the email, the web site and Social Media for 
more information once we are in a position to make any sort of plan for the 
weekend. 
 
Nigel Strudwick 
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TIMES PAST   

Whaddon Village School (1)  
 

A minute book from the School Managers Board of Whaddon Church of 
England School, covering the years from 1949 until the school closed in 
1962, has recently come to light. In the first set of minutes the Managers 
(Governors) have just received the equivalent of an Ofsted report from the 
Ministry of Education, and they are discussing a letter which they will 
send to the headmistress, Mrs J. Simpson, “… expressing the pleasure of 
the Managers at the excellence of that report, and agreed to its being 
published in the Parish Magazine.” Seventy plus years later, here it is 
again. 
 
Minutes from the School Managers meeting in December 1949 tell us that, 
“The appeal for a parting gift to Mrs J Simpson produced £10.6.6d of 
which £5.3.6d had been spent on a cabinet and £5 was handed to Mrs 
Simpson at the presentation on July 28th. The Vicar was authorised to put 
the odd three shillings into the National Society’s collecting box in the 
School.” The collection converts to £185 in today’s money, suggesting that 
Mrs Simpson was held in high esteem in the village. 
 
She was replaced by Mrs G.M. Frey, who was head mistress for the next 
ten years. She and her husband initially lived as tenants in the School 
Teacher’s house, across the road from the school, then in July 1950, “The 
head-teacher Mrs Frey has applied for one of the Council Houses now 
being built in Bridge Street and her application has been supported by the 
Whaddon Parish Council and by a letter written by the Correspondent on 
behalf of the School Managers.” 
 
In January 1953, “A letter from Mr Frey was read informing the Managers 
that the Head Teacher had met with an accident whilst on holiday and had 
broken her leg. The Correspondent was instructed to write … to convey to 
Mrs Frey the Managers’ sympathy in her unfortunate mishap and hope for 
her speedy recovery. A letter was read from the L.E.A. saying they … had 
asked Mrs J.H. Thompson to take charge of the School until Mrs Frey was 
able to resume her duties.” 
 
Miss E.G. Pearce of Whaddon was appointed as Head Teacher of 
Whaddon School for its final couple of years. Two items in the minutes 
relate to Miss Pearce: In March 1960 she informed the managers, “I think 
it only fair to tell you that I shall be going abroad for a fortnight on 12th 
June.  

Let’s be clear about two things this Spring….. 

clear any overhanging hedges and 
branches from footpaths and signs….. 

A polite reminder to Whaddon householders and 
landowners from the Parish Council……… 

 

…..and clear weeds and 
plants from ditches and 
streams Thank you!     

before, the existing fence is broken in many places and must be replaced 
on Health and Safety grounds. Work should begin in the Spring. 
 

Dog waste bin 
The broken bin at the Ridgeway Close/Bridge Street bus shelter has been 
replaced. The bin will be emptied weekly by South Cambs. 
 

Parking at Ridgeway Close  
The Parish Council continue to be in dialogue with South Cambs to 
ensure the plan is enacted soonest. Unfortunately, this has not proceeded 
as fast as we would have liked because so many council officers have 
been diverted onto Coronavirus support issues. In the meantime, residents 
are reminded not to park or drive across the grass at any time.    
 

Speculative proposals for a new town in South West Cambridgeshire 
The Parish Council continue to monitor this situation and are also 
engaging with both Anthony Browne, our local MP and the local South 
West Cambridge Action Group that has been set up to oppose this 
proposal. As yet though, no application has been received and it has no 
planning status at all. The whole issue has been well documented in the 
local press. 
 

All minutes of meetings are on the village website www.whaddon.org and 
on the notice board at the Village Hall in Church Street.  
 

The next on-line Parish Council meeting is on Monday 15th March 2021 
at 8.00 pm. If anyone has a question for the council, please submit via 
email to the Parish Clerk or by letter in the mailbox at the Village Hall. Or 
just give one of us a ring!  

Compiled by Lee Ginger  



Whaddon Parish Council Matters  

Covid-19 
The Coronavirus Pandemic continues and since the last Newsletter before 
Christmas, we have entered a third national Lockdown. As a result, the Parish 
Council has carried on with its community support activity, sending out 
numerous communications by email and leaflet to all villagers, giving 
information and updates and generally supporting anyone who needs help in any 
way during the crisis. See the latest information elsewhere in the Whaddon 
News.    
In the meantime, we continue to hold our meetings by ‘Zoom’ and the joining 
details for the public to observe the meetings are now published in the Agenda. 
Currently, it is difficult to see when our meetings will return to the Village Hall.  
 

Parish Precept for 2021/2022 
The Parish Precept is the amount of Council Tax money that the PC needs to 
effectively ‘run’ the village affairs to ensure that maintenance and small 
improvements can be undertaken. This year, the Parish Council decided that the 
amount of precept paid by each dwelling will be the same as last year, as it was 
felt that this was a financially difficult time for many households. However, 
because of a small reduction in the number of village dwellings paying Council 
Tax this year (for several technical reasons), this gives the PC a slightly smaller 
overall total budget. Improvement projects identified are an additional amount 
for Highway improvements (£500); Village Hall and Playground maintenance 
and renovation projects (£2,000); a small extra amount for the Recreation 
Ground car park railings (£1,000) and a budget for small village enhancements, 
for example, the Meldreth Road Phone box and flower beds (£830).   
 

A1198 speed limit and safety improvements 
By the time you read this, we will have presented our case to County Councillors 
for our bid for the Local Highway Initiative funds to reduce the A1198 speed 
limit at Whaddon Gap to 40 mph and to carry out other measures to make the 
junction and road safer. Safety at the Whaddon Gap junction has consistently 
been the top issue raised by villagers in both our Parish Plans and is one of the 
Parish Council’s highest priorities. The result should be known by early summer. 
 

Grass cutting contract 
Having received three tenders, The Parish Council has appointed a new 
contractor, Herts & Cambs Ground Maintenance of Melbourn, to cut the 
roadside verges, the parish footpaths and the Recreation Ground. Detailed 
discussions continue with H & C over the operation of the contract. 
 

Village Hall car park railings 
Four companies tendered for this project and the PC is delighted to have 
awarded the contract to Morley Manufacturing of Whaddon, to replace the metal 
fence between the Village Hall car park and the Recreation Ground. As said 

I shall ask for leave of absence. I have already notified the office about this, but 
they did not answer my letter.” Then in November 1961, amongst the 
correspondence received was “…a copy of a letter of appreciation from the Chief 
Education Officer to the Head teacher for not taking part in the One Day Strike on 
23rd October 1961.” 

Jenny Grech December 2020 



Coronavirus  
 

If you need any help or support…. 
 

….to get food, medication or need other help or advice, please 
contact one of your Parish Councillors below; or email 
coronavirus@whaddon.org; or email the Parish Clerk 
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com  
 

This may especially apply to those people who are judged to 
be ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ and have received a letter 
from the NHS. 
 

You can also put requests and questions into the Parish Council post 
box at the Village Hall, which we’ll check every few days. 
Most of the local pharmacies will deliver your medication if you need 
regular supplies. Please contact your regular pharmacy or check on-
line. 
 

Rapid testing for work-goers in Cambourne and 
Cambridge: 
 

Rapid testing centres have opened locally at The Hub, High Street, 
Cambourne, CB23 6GW and at the Meadows Community Centre, 1 St 
Catherine’s Road, Arbury, Cambridge CB4 3XJ. These are for people 
aged 18 and over who are key workers or have to leave home to go 
to work. You can book a free rapid test twice a week between 8am 
and 8pm, from Monday to Saturday. 
 

The tests are strictly for people who have no symptoms of Covid-19 
and are supplied by NHS Test and Trace It enables those who test 
positive, and their contacts, to self-isolate, which can help drive down 
the transmission rate locally and save lives. To make the testing as 
worthwhile as possible, people need to take a test twice a week. Book 
tests via the Cambridgeshire County Council website. The lateral flow 
test takes about 15 minutes and results are available within an hour. 
 

People with symptoms will not be tested at the rapid testing sites. 
Anyone with one or more of these symptoms – a high temperature, a 
new, continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste 
– should book a test at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus   or by calling 119. 
 
Are you finding it tough going…. 
 

With Lockdown, we know that many people are struggling with their 
mental health. Local support is available through these organisations. 
 

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Adult Mental Health 
 

Keep your head strong and your heart happy  
www.keep-your-head.com 

Ways to relax in 5 minutes 
https://www.keep-your-head.com/adults/MH/news/ways-to-relax-in
-5-minutes 
 
Break the stigma - depression 
https://www.keep-your-head.com/adults/MH/news/break-the-
stigma-depression 
 
Improving your self-confidence 
https://www.keep-your-head.com/adults/MH/news/improving-your-
self-confidence 
 
Lifeline Helpline is a free, confidential and anonymous mental health 
and wellbeing helpline service available for adults in Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough. Lifeline Helpline is now open every day (including 
bank holidays) 11am-11pm: Freephone 0808 808 2121. 
 
If you need further help or advice, please contact the Parish 
Council (email coronavirus@whaddon.org or the Parish Clerk 
–  whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com ) or speak to one of 
the Parish Councillors listed below: 

Bridge Street and Ridgeway Close 
Anita Birch – 07748 908164  
Email - anitabirch1@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Deb Townsend – 07388 033616 
Email - debtownsend2007@btinternet.com 
 
Church Street, Town Farm Close and St. Mary’s Close 
Joanne Hart – 01223 208009  
Email - jev7459@btinternet.com 
 
Nigel Strudwick – 01223 207434 
Email - ncs3@cam.ac.uk 
 
Meldreth Road 
Will Elbourn – 01223 208955  
Email – w.elbourn@btinternet.com 
 
Tony Milton – 01223 207105 
Email – asm27@cam.ac.uk 
 
Cardiff Place, New Farm and Old North Road 
Lee Ginger - 01763 262430  
Email – lee.ginger@btinternet.com 
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