County and District Councillor Report: Whaddon Parish Council - July 2026

Local Buses

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA) has launched a Bus Network
Engagement. They are asking residents to share their views on proposed changes to bus
services, including significant changes for Whaddon and nearby villages.

The proposal for Whaddon suggests the withdrawal of the local bus 17, although buses
may be replaced by something called DRT - Demand Responsive Transport. We have
been working through the Cam Vale Bus User Group and with a former Whaddon resident
and bus expert, with Whaddon Parish Council in the loop, to formulate a response to the
consultation. We plan to present the Whaddon-specific issues and suggestions for
discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Itis important to respond in order to inform future decisions.

https://cpca-yourvoice.co.uk/bus-network-review-engagement/

The engagement closes at 5:00pm on 28th July 2026.

We have also shared the report of the recent Cam Vale Bus User Group meeting with the
Clerk for the attention of councillors. Both the CPCA and A2B, the bus operator, were in

attendance.

Improved road maintenance contract extension agreed with M Group

The council has agreed an extension of its road maintenance contract with M Group, which
will provide improved value for taxpayers and stability during local government reorganisation
(LGR).

This follows ongoing collaborative work with M Group over a number of years to address
serious and systemic challenges on our highways (long term government under investment,
climate change impacts and our soil affected roads) and deliver a revitalised highways service
that’s equipped to ensure safe and well-connected travel across our county.

The council’s contract with M Group, which was due to end in June 2027, will be extended
until June 2030. As part of the extension a number of enhancements to the contract have
been jointly agreed between the council and M Group, prioritising improved value for money
and quality control.

The new contract extension will come into effect in July this year, with agreed improvements
in the delivery of road maintenance services to be rolled out over the course of the summer.


https://cpca-yourvoice.co.uk/bus-network-review-engagement/

In July 2025, the Government advised that authorities going through LGR should ensure that
their decisions do not negatively impact the sustainability of successor authorities or limit the
ability of those future councils to deliver on their priorities, within their budgets.

Securing a prudent extension and enhancement of the council’s road maintenance contract
with M Group was agreed by the Highways and Transport Committee, in January 2026, to be
the best way to ensure a safe and legal LGR transition process, whilst representing good
stewardship by the county council.

This short-term extension will enable the future councils to procure their own road
maintenance contract, rather than tying them into a long-term contract.

The collaboratively agreed enhancements secure an improved deal for Cambridgeshire’s
taxpayers a year ahead of when the current contract was due to expire, and include:

Fixed costs —introduction of fixed costs for regular maintenance activities to secure better
value for money and improved accuracy for budgeting

Quality control — a revised quality control regime that incentivises delivery of work on time and
meeting standards

Financial penalties — direct penalties for failure to deliver to the required quality and time
standards (in addition to remediation of work)

Maintenance vehicle tracking — All road maintenance vehicles will be tracked to enable
monitoring of their whereabouts and outputs to ensure we are getting an efficient service

Highway maintenance
Please continue to report any highway issues via the Highway Faults website.

https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/en-gb

Melbourn Greenway

The business case for the Melbourn Greenway was recommended for agreement by the
Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board at the meeting of the GCP Assembly on 18
June. The business case was very favourable for the active travel bridge over A505 to complete
the route between Cambridge and Royston. A contractor has been appointed to deliver the
bridge, with the important caveat that the contract is in three phases 1) confirm fit and
feasibility of delivering a bridge under the high voltage power cables running along the A505,
2) design, and 3) construction. Completion of the Melbourn Greenway with an active travel
route all the way through the village of Melbourn and through to Royston along the eastern
side of the A505 will improve the travel options for residents in Melbourn, Meldreth, Whaddon
and along the A10 corridor.


https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/en-gb

In connection with the Greenway, councillors may remember that some TROs were out for
consultation last year, including works along Station Road and at the entrance to Meldreth
railway station. At the end of the village nearer Melbourn, the traffic calming measures
detailed in these TROs will create a safe and comfortable environment for active travellers of
all abilities, in line with national design and policy ambitions such as set outin LTN 1/20 and
recent government announcements.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-120

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cycling-and-walking-boom-with-45-billion-for-
thousands-of-new-routes-and-safer-crossings

Unrelated but opportune, Cambridgeshire County Council is pleased to be working with
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority and Peterborough City Council to
deliver high quality cycle training for all ages.

https://grafhamwater.cinolla.com/grafham-water/category/funded-cycle-training

Non-emergency criminal behaviour
Following some recent incidents, a reminder about reporting:

If you see any non-emergency criminal activity in our area, please do report it to the Police -

see https://www.cambs.police.uk/ro/report/ for details on how to report, including via the
online forms.

If the activity involves the railway, you may also report it to the British Transport Police, for
example by text message to 61016.

In cases of anti-social behaviour, fly tipping or licensing, please also consider notifying South
Cambridgeshire District Council online at:
https://forms.scambs.gov.uk/REPORTANENVIRONMENTALISSUE/launch.

Reporting issues in our community is crucial so that the relevant services are aware, can act
on any incidents and patterns of incidents, and involve local services including those run by
your councils.

Local Government Reorganisation: Where Are We Now?

The process of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
is moving forward. A decision announcement from the Government is expected in July 2026. If
confirmed, a Structural Changes Order would follow in late 2026, with the legislation needing
to pass through Parliament. This will formally establish the new unitary authority, setting out
names, boundaries, electoral arrangements, and the vesting day for new councils as well as
the abolition date for existing ones, which would cut current councillors' terms short by two


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-120
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cycling-and-walking-boom-with-45-billion-for-thousands-of-new-routes-and-safer-crossings
https://grafhamwater.cinolla.com/grafham-water/category/funded-cycle-training
https://www.cambs.police.uk/ro/report/
https://forms.scambs.gov.uk/REPORTANENVIRONMENTALISSUE/launch

years. Elections to a “shadow” authority are anticipated for 6 May 2027, with the shadow
authority meeting and appointing its executive and interim statutory officers by 20 May 2027.
The expected vesting day, when the new authority becomes fully operational and South
Cambridgeshire District and Cambridgeshire County councils are wound up, is 1 April 2028.

Quality of Life survey to gather resident views across Cambridgeshire

Cambridgeshire County Council’s annual Quality of Life survey is an online and telephone
survey that will capture the views of around 5,500 residents. The 20-minute telephone survey
is being carried out by independent market research company Thinks Insight, which aims to
speak to a representative sample of approximately 1,100 residents aged 18 and over in each
of Cambridgeshire’s five districts, ensuring a broad and balanced range of perspectives.
Alongside the random sample, all residents are encouraged to take part in an online survey via
the council’s website.

Residents will be asked about a range of topics to inform the priorities of the council,
including life and community, transport, health and wellbeing, children and young people,
and perceptions of the council and its services. The survey closes on 5 August 2026 and is
available at: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/quality-of-life-survey

Summer Holiday Activities and Food Programme

Children eligible for benefits-related free school meals can access 64 funded hours at a HAF
holiday scheme where a daily meal, physical exercise and enriching experiences are offered.
Families experiencing financial hardship also qualify.

The scheme operates 21 July to 28 August, and further details are available at:

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-

living/holiday-activities-and-food-programme

South Cambridgeshire District Council

Letter from Cllr Bridget Smith, Leader of South Cambs District Council
Dear Town and Parish Councillors,

I am writing following the Government's recent announcement confirming its intention to
establish a Greater Cambridge Urban Development Corporation (UDC).

Many of you will already have seen media coverage of the proposal and may have questions
about what it could mean for your communities and for local decision-making across Greater
Cambridge.


http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/quality-of-life-survey
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/holiday-activities-and-food-programme

The Government has said the new Development Corporation would be created to accelerate
housing and economic growth in the area and help coordinate the delivery of infrastructure.
While the details have yet to be worked through, the proposal is that the new body would take
on many planning responsibilities currently held by local councils. In time, it could also
become responsible for preparing future Local Plans once the current Greater Cambridge
Local Plan has been completed.

South Cambridgeshire District Council has made clear that we support sustainable growth
and investment in the infrastructure needed to support it. However, we are concerned that the
Government's proposals could reduce local democratic accountability by transferring
important powers away from councils whose members are directly elected by local residents.

These concerns are heightened because Greater Cambridge is already delivering on the
government’s ambition for growth. South Cambridgeshire is one of the highest-performing
areas in the country for new homes, with planning permission already in place for around
37,000 homes. Through the emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan, developed jointly with
Cambridge City Council, we have also been planning for up to 77,000 homes and more than
100,000 jobs through a process informed by extensive public consultation and engagement
with town and parish councils.

At present, there remain many unanswered questions. We do not yet know precisely how the
Development Corporation would operate, how decisions would be made, how local
communities would be represented, or what role elected councillors would have in shaping
its priorities. We are seeking greater clarity from Government on these issues and will
continue to press for strong local representation and meaningful community involvement in
any future arrangements.

Town and parish councils are often the first to hear residents' concerns and aspirations about
growth and development. Your local knowledge and understanding of your communities will
remain essential as discussions about the future of Greater Cambridge continue. We are
committed to keeping you informed as further details emerge and will continue to make the
case that decisions affecting local communities should be shaped by those communities.

We will look to organise a briefing for town and parish councils, likely after the summer, once
we know more about the government’s plans.

Thank you for your continued service to your residents and communities.
Yours sincerely

Cllr Bridget Smith

Zero Carbon Communities Grant



As mentioned previously, a reminder that South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Zero
Carbon Communities Grant is open, with Parish Councils or local community groups invited
to apply. Feel free to contact us with questions or visit.

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-

carbon-communities-grant

The deadline for applications is 5pm on Friday 24 July 2025.

Community groups invited to apply for new Community Pantry Grant

South Cambridgeshire groups can now apply for funding to set up community pantries,
thanks to a new grant launched by the District Council.

The Community Pantry Grant offers up to £400 to buy equipment and materials to get a
community pantry up and running. The new grant is part of a £449,000 package of support to
tackle cost-of-living challenges over a 2-year period until March 2028, which was agreed by
South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Cabinet at the end of 2025.

Pantries of this type are simple, community-run spaces that provide residents with free
access to food and everyday essentials, helping to tackle food insecurity while also reducing
food waste. They are generally accessible, do not usually require staffing, and

are maintained by the community.

The grant can be used for items such as shelving, indoor or outdoor storage, small venue
adaptations, fridges or freezers, advertising, or other essential costs needed to start a pantry
or expand an existing food hub to include one.

Eligible applicants include:
e Parish and Town Councils
e Constituted community groups with a bank account

e Informal groups with written support from their Parish or Town Council or District
Councillor.

£5,000 has been allocated this year up to 31 March 2027, or until all funds
are allocated. Applications will be assessed by Council officers. A further £5,000 will be
available next year, depending on demand for the scheme.

Visit www.scambs.gov.uk/community-pantry-grant to apply.

Local Validation Checklist consultation

Greater Cambridge Shared Planning has prepared a new Local Validation Checklist, providing
a single checklist for both Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire District Councils


https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-carbon-communities-grant
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/a-449000-package-of-support-will-tackle-cost-of-living-challenges-for-the-next-two-years
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-pantry-grant

Council areas. It provides guidance on what supporting documents must be submitted with a
planning application; some are always required, others will depend on the type of application
and development proposed. We are running a 6-week consultation seeking views on the
content of the new Local Validation Checklist. Have your say by 28 July 2026.

Unauthorised encampment sites

We are aware of concerns relating to potential unauthorised encampment sites in recent
weeks. South Cambridgeshire District Council has been granted a High Court injunction
under Section 187B of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 against persons unknown in
relation to land west of Moor Drove, Histon/Cottenham. The illegal activity took place over the
late May Bank Holiday weekend and was noticed by observant residents who then reported to
local councillors.

Sally Ann, Jose & Adam


https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/the-planning-application-process-and-advice/planning-application-validation-checklists#lvc

