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Steering group members 
The committee, who have steered the production of the plan, are: 

Lee Ginger (Chair)                      01223-208077 

Ian Blood    01223-208130 

Hayley Coningsby            01223-208760 

Kate French             01223-208207  

Mike Monks             01223-208236 

Randall Scott    01223-208253 

Nick Shaw             01223-207400 

 

Grateful thanks 
The Village Plan team are extremely grateful to all those who gave their time to 

complete the questionnaire. You can all be proud of not only the high level of 

responses but also the great degree of thought that has gone into them. It is 

extremely gratifying to see that the people of Whaddon seem to be a very happy 

group who really enjoy living in the village and want to see its unique character and 

environment enhanced.  

We also extend our thanks to Linda Browne from South Cambridgeshire District 

Council for her valuable advice; Jean Faithful for her help in Cardiff Place; Nigel 

Strudwick for his assistance on the Broadband and Website  sections and finally to 

Whaddon Parish Council for their funding and encouragement. 
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Letters of support 
 

Mr Adrian Dent - County Councillor  

“May I first say many thanks for supplying me with your new draft Village Plan, I have read 

through the plan and reviewed the accompanying data on the successful completion of the 

previous plan’s actions. 

Whilst reading through this new plan, and as a new councillor it has become very apparent to 

me that Whaddon is a very progressive village, with strong community support and a very strong 

Parish Council, of which it has been my pleasure to work with on a number of issues since May 

2013. 

I believe that looking forward the main issues are the broadband connectivity and speed 

associated with it, the speed of vehicles in the village and of course on the A1198. I will try my 

hardest to support and action these and the other issues that affect the village and wholly 

support the plan as it has been presented to me. 

I can guarantee my support to this and future plans should I still be you elected County 

Councillor and look forward to working with you and other members of the Parish and Parish 

Council in the future.” 

Mrs Malan Peyton - Parish Council Chairman  

“I would like to thank the team who have done so much work on behalf of the Parish by 

producing our new Community Led Plan. 

The previous plan produced in 2007 was at that time led by the Parish Council and called the 

Parish Plan. The results from that plan guided the Parish Council in it’s decision making for and 

on behalf of the parishioners and has proved to be most helpful in supporting the parish Council 

in it’s bid to have affordable homes in the parish. 

The results from this plan should provide guidance for the councillors going forward for the next 

5 years and give the Parish Council goals to achieve which have the backing of the parishioners. 

What is evident is the sense of community in the village and how many people are happy to have 

made Whaddon their home.” 

Nigel Cathcart - District Councillor 

"I have read your draft villager plan and it looks fine to me and I am happy to put my name to it 

in support I note that there is a response rate of some 50% which is pretty good and that there is 

overall a high degree of contentment within the village.” 

David McCraith - District Councillor 

"Having read the draft village plan, I am delighted to be able to fully support it. 

The desirability of having an up-to-date village is clearly illustrated by the experience that 

Whaddon has had.... 

"The 2006 plan has been shown to be a great success, with many concerns raised but the vast 

majority of them having been completed 

 or on the way to being so, in particular your village playground is now seen as one of the best in 

the area with other villages wanting 

 to emulate your achievement….” 

“….Having an up-to-date plan is something which is essential in being able to show 

organisations such as the district council, the evidence 

 for needing to solve the various concerns that residents of Whaddon have raised…..” 

“….In just seven years, new concerns such as broadband can become very important in the lives 

of 'Whaddonians', and an up-to-date plan  shows the need to have a greater priority put on 

solving these concerns and therefore more resources devoted to them than previously...."  
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Lee Ginger, Chair of the Village Plan Steering Group 
When we worked on the original plan eight year’s ago, it was apparent 

that there were some issues that needed addressing. Nick Shaw, who led 

the Plan team in 2005/6, remarked in his opening comments that “the 

majority of people living in Whaddon are very happy here and want the 

village to remain essentially the rural village that it is and has been for 

many hundreds of years”. 

Whaddon continues to be a very desirable place to live and it’s not 

surprising that it ticks many boxes for people when they are looking for a 

place to live. For those of us who have been here for a while (25 years for 

yours truly) or just for a few years, it maintains its air of tranquillity and 

tradition but is also very convenient for 21st Century essentials.  

When we revisited the recommendations from the 2006 Plan we were 

gratified to see that most had been fulfilled. We didn’t feel it necessary to 

conduct such a long and searching village survey this time because we 

learnt so much in the 2006 Plan. The questionnaire gave villagers ample 

opportunity to express themselves about any issue that may affect them.  

In 2013, as before, traffic is still an issue affecting the lives of 

Whaddonians, even with the new 30 mph speed limit. The other current 

major issue didn’t even exist in 2006. Broadband was just starting back 

then but the current service quality is a big problem for many of us and 

is even a reason for some people to think about moving away. 

With the first part of the Village Hall renovation complete, another key 

outcome from 2006 has been addressed and the challenge now is for us 

to use the reinvigorated hall to its full potential. 

I hope that you find the document informative and helpful and an 

accurate summary of the current issues surrounding life in Whaddon. 

We hope that the Parish Council, together with its partners, will be able 

to bring about or press for further improvements to the village. There will 

be regular progress reviews to ensure that the recommendations are 

being pursued. 

Finally I must thank the members of the Steering Group for all their help 

and support in the production of this Plan. We began deliberations in 

January 2013 and have completed our task in under a year. I hope you 

all feel it will help to improve further the quality of life in the village. 
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Description of Whaddon 

Location 
Whaddon is a rural parish surrounded by high quality grade 2 

agricultural land in South Cambridgeshire. The village lies within the 

Area of Restraint to the east of the Old North Road (A1198/Ermine 

Street), 12 miles southwest of Cambridge and a mile south of the river 

Cam or Rhee. The parish covers 622 hectares. Within the village there 

are: one grade I building, two grade II* and twenty-two grade II buildings. 

History and settlement 
The parish of Whaddon is triangular in shape; the northern boundary 

following the River Cam or Rhee, the Old North Road on the western 

boundary and the Hoback stream on the south-eastern boundary. Most 

of the parish was part of the Wimpole estate (formerly the Hardwicke 

Estate). Along the Hoback stream lie seven or eight sites with moats, one 

at Dyers Green, four in the village, two near Whaddon Green and one at 

Hoback Farm, all possibly associated with former manors. There are 

three centres to the village with a gap between Whaddon Green and the 

village. The original village lanes and tracks survive today as footpaths. 

Large flocks of sheep were kept in the parish and Dyers Green may have 

had connections with a weaving industry. 

The parish church of St Mary, dating from the 13th century, clearly shows 

a break in its building in the 14th century. It was restored in the late 19th 

century. Several farmhouses have early medieval origins, showing 

substantial timbers in their construction. These include Green 

Farmhouse, Meldreth Road; The Grange, Dyers Green; Chestnut Tree 

Farm, Meldreth Road; and the Rectory Farmhouse, Meldreth Road, which 

was originally an aisled hall. Late 17th and 18th century buildings were 

traditionally built of timber frames, plastered, with thatched or pantiled 

roofs. Brick, slate and pantiles were introduced in the 19th century. Some 

cottages were remodelled as estate cottages. 

Lord Hardwicke enclosed much of the open fields and commons 

informally in the 18th century. Most of the remaining land was enclosed 

by 1830. 

Recent history 
Local Authority and private dwellings were built on Bridge Street between 

the wars, and since 1945 other houses have been completed, including 
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several on Meldreth Road. A large number of servicemen’s houses were 

built in Cardiff Place during the first half of the 20th century for 

Bassingbourn RAF station. In 1972 a group of bungalows for old people 

was built at Ridgeway Close. With these exceptions development has 

generally been limited to single dwellings. The village remains scattered 

and still very rural in nature. A number of dwellings were constructed in 

the 1990s to maintain the village population. The most recent small 

addition has been the new houses in St Mary’s Close, completed in 2012 

and the long overdue renovation of the Village Hall in 2013. 

For a much more detailed history of Whaddon, see the section in the 

village website - www.whaddon.org/history_whaddon 
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Whaddon  -  2013 Village Plan  

Background 

The government devised the concept of parish plans in 2001 and so, in 

2006, the Whaddon Parish Plan Steering Group circulated a very detailed 

questionnaire. This enabled us to publish a very comprehensive plan 

which was well received by most villagers and public bodies to whom it 

was submitted and thus enabled our Parish Council to prioritise many of 

the issues that villagers felt needed to be addressed.  

 

Out of 20 objectives from the 2006 plan, 16 are complete, two are 

partially finished or still in progress and two were not possible to achieve. 

For a complete statement of the 2006 objectives, please see the chart in 

Appendix One. For most residents, Whaddon is now an even better place 

in which to live than seven years ago.  

The Parish Council takes the lead in providing the village with what is 

wanted but when external help is needed it must seek to influence either 

South Cambridgeshire District Council, Cambridgeshire County Council 

or other public bodies to allocate the resources, all in competition with 

other communities in the local area. A properly researched village plan is 

an important tool when dealing with these external public bodies.   

Our main objective in producing this new village plan is to allow you, the 

people who live in Whaddon, to decide how you want the village to 

develop in the future and to set a range of objectives or targets with 

priorities where appropriate.  

Village Plans are meant to last for 5 years and so our new one is a little 

overdue. We asked fewer questions than before so as not to burden 

everyone with a much longer survey. Whaddon is, however, a rural village 

with a small population and there will inevitably be limitations on what is 

feasible and can realistically be achieved within our small budgets. The 

action plan, showing the key issues, will be given to the Parish Council to 

help them implement many of the things that the villagers consider to be 

priorities to enhance life in Whaddon. 
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Key recommendations from what you told us 

On the following pages you can see the responses to the questions we asked.  

There are eight key actions that came out of the responses, as follows: 

1. Produce a Whaddon-wide housing needs survey to ascertain true 

demand for any housing in the village 

- a large number of people wanted more affordable housing but there is a need to 

investigate the real demand (see page 13) 

2. Seek urgent safety improvements to A1198 junctions at Whaddon Gap 

and Cardiff Place and reduction of speed limit 

- 187 people said the junctions were dangerous. This is one of the most important 

issues concerning residents (see page 17) 

3. Encourage the Parish Council to review other traffic issues within the 

village and ensure that any existing plans meet the required needs  

- many said they still felt at risk in some areas of the village (see page 18) 

4. Investigate whether a ‘good neighbour’ scheme has any real demand 

- over 80 people said they thought it would be a good idea (see page 19) 

5. Work on major improvements to Broadband provision 

- three quarters of the respondents said they were very dissatisfied with current 

provision. This is another major issue for villagers and improvements would 

encourage some of them to continue to live in Whaddon (see pages 22) 

6. Set up a formal litter picking system, with a community ‘champion’ 

- 40 people supported regular litter picking in the village (see page 24) 

7. Continue to publicise the village website at any opportunity  

- although usage is much improved, awareness could still be better (see page 26) 

8. Ensure that the Village Hall Trust and Parish Council consider all 

requests for new activities as well as learning and development 

opportunities in the refurbished village hall  

- lots of ideas for new activities (see page 28)  
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The 2013 Questionnaire detailed responses 
The total number of questionnaires distributed was 205.  At present there is 

a total of 225 'dwellings' in the wider Whaddon Parish and we received back 

a total of 122 questionnaires. This was an excellent result and it was 

particularly pleasing to see a big increase in the number of replies from 

Cardiff Place.  

Personal 
Questions 1 and 3:  the number of people in your household in each age group: 

 

Whaddon has a predominantly middle aged population, with slightly more 

males. Compared with 2006, there seems to be little change in the overall 

demographics but there is an increase in the number of under 16s. (In 2006 

we did not include under 10s in the survey.)  

 

Question 2:   What is your sex?  

 

Female Respondents 126 Male Respondents 143 

 

 

The small majority of males in the village is not unusual. (5% more male 

births are being registered at present.) 
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Question 4: How long have you lived in Whaddon? 

 

 
    

Although there has probably been a small increase in the number of people 

who have lived in Whaddon for up to 10 years, it is difficult to be specific as 

the age groupings were slightly different in the previous survey.  

 

Question 5:  What is most important to you about Whaddon?   

 

 
 

You said: 
Safety 
Value the lack of street lighting - proper darkness, outlook over fields, the stream and wildlife 
Strong sense of community. Peace and quiet. The recreation ground 
The small, quiet and friendly nature of the village 
Church and choir. 
Social interaction within the village 

 

Clearly people like living in Whaddon. Chart 5 demonstrates that the 

overwhelming majority of Whaddonians regard the quality of life, the 

attractiveness and the environment as the things that are most important to 

them.  
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Question 6:  Do you wish to stay in the village as you grow older? 

 
 

Question 7: If you answered ‘No’ to Q6 what would encourage you to stay? 

 
 

You also said: 
Improved transport links 
A pub and a village store 
Increased services and facilities for the elderly. 

 

While a significant majority do not see themselves moving away, chart 6 

shows that 42 said they would wish to stay and 75 were unsure. Compare 

this with 2006 when only 14 said they would like to move – and seven of 

them said only within the village!  

 

Chart 7 gives us the main clues as to why. Broadband was not a big issue in 

2006 but we now see that it has grown to be very important for many 

people. The lack of social and recreational facilities identifies some of the 

social isolation experienced by many villages such as Whaddon. It is hoped 

this feeling may start to reduce when the refurbished village hall is 

completed and is able to offer some improvements to social activity in the 

village. 

 

Once again lack of affordable housing and rental property, as well as poor 

public transport, are factors mentioned by a number of people.    
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Housing 
Question 8: Do you think that Whaddon still needs additional housing in the next 5 years? 

 

 
 

Question 9: If “Yes” to Question 8 what kind of accommodation do you think Whaddon still 

needs?  

 

 
  

You also said: 
Affordable houses 
Family homes - not necessarily large 
Not necessarily larger, but the emphasis should be on family and quality build 
Infill 2/3 bed dwellings 
Make better use of MOD houses-don't leave them empty 
The village cannot stand still but the increase in housing must be modest and proportionate 

 

While a majority said they do not feel more houses are needed in the next 

five years, a rather large minority said the opposite. This suggests that 

there is a requirement for a new housing-needs survey to see exactly 

how many people in the village actually want more housing over the 

next decade and of what type.  

Question 9 does give a view, with affordable small homes being what most 

people say they need. This is probably not too far away from the national 

view. There are at present a large number of empty houses in Cardiff Place 

and at least one of the comments did make reference to this fact. The Parish 

Council are encouraged to keep in touch with the relevant authorities over 

the future of these houses to see if village people can be given an 

opportunity to buy them should they be sold off. 
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Question 10: If you feel more houses should be built, where in the village would you 

suggest they be located?  

 
 

You also said: 
Near recently built new homes 
Opposite bus stop (village green/sign) 
Between Whaddon Gap and village. Behind Pickering Farm 
Need to infill and look at alternative sites that could be ideal, subject to planning relaxation 

 

With an almost even split in the actual numbers of places suggested, it 

seems as though some Whaddonians are happy to see houses built in all 

three of the areas suggested. As mentioned by one respondent, however, the 

decision on the eventual use of Bassingbourn Barracks could have a major 

bearing on this issue. 

Education 
Question 11:  Enter the number of your children who attend the following groups.  

 
 

Question 12:  Do you feel that the provision of playgroup, nursery and school holiday 

facilities is adequate in the village?   

 

 

If you answered “No” to this question what additional facilities would you like to see? 
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You said: 

Youth Club in Village Hall 
Current 4-12s need somewhere safe  
School holiday club could be extended to teenagers 
Sports clubs 

 

With only seven people claiming to use a Holiday Club, Nursery or a 

Playgroup in the village, this is not a very high number compared to the 

number of small children in Whaddon. This could be for any number of 

reasons. People seem to be happy generally with the level of provision but 

obviously have commented that there is a lack of facilities for older children. 

We encourage the Village Hall Trust to improve provision for this age 

group with the refurbished Village Hall.     

Question 13: For primary school education, Whaddon is in the Orwell catchment area. Are 

you happy with this situation? If No, which primary school would you want your child/children 

attend? 

 

Question 14: For secondary school education Whaddon is in the Bassingbourn catchment 

area. Are you happy with this situation?   

 

In these days of parental choice, it was sensible to ask these two questions 

about primary and secondary school provision. Whaddonians may not have 

had the opportunity to comment on this issue before. It does seem though, 

that most people are happy with the status quo. However, it is worth 

alerting Cambridgeshire Local Authority to the fact that about one third of 

people prefer to send their children to either Meldreth or Bassingbourn 

Primary schools instead of Orwell.   
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Transport 
 

Question 15:  
How many cars or vans do you have in your household? 207 in total 

 

 

Question 16: What is your main means of transport to work, school, training or study? Each 

person to tick just one box only.  

 
 

 

Question17: What is your main means of transport when doing weekly shopping? 
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Question 18: There is a bus twice a day to Royston. Have you used this public bus service 

in the past 6 months?  If you have used the bus please indicate how often per month. 

 
 

Not surprisingly, car remains king in Whaddon for virtually all journeys. 

Just over half of the respondents have two vehicles and use one of them for 

83.5% of their daily journeys to work, school or training. Shopping trips 

show an even higher usage of 97%. As use of the bus service is very low we 

should continue to promote this valuable facility or it will be lost. 

 

Question 19:  In the 2006 Village Plan, 123 people felt in danger when using the 

A1198/Whaddon Gap junction, particularly when turning right into the village and 98 people 

felt that the speed limit on the A1198 should be reduced. It is now 50mph at the Whaddon 

Gap junction. How dangerous do you consider this junction to be?   

 

 
     

 

Question 20: Even with the reduction in the speed limit to 30mph, and recognising that 

some motorists will not observe the limit, do you still feel at risk from traffic or poorly parked 

cars in these areas of Whaddon: 

 
 

 

 

You also said: 
There should be a 'Give Way' sign at the exit from the Nursery 
Children oblivious to dangers of walking in the road on Bridge Street 
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Cars are often badly parked at the Bridge Street corner 
Village hall/recreation ground parking, especially cars using playground 
Whaddon Gap is very dangerous, ‘do we have to wait for someone to be killed’  
Nowhere to park for people without a driveway 
A1198 exit from Cardiff Place is of concern. 

 

These two questions supplied the most ‘vocal’ responses and provide the 

village with its biggest challenges. 187 people answered that they now feel 

some element of danger at the A1198/Whaddon Gap road junction. This has 

significantly increased from the 123 in 2006 and shows a big growth in 

concern for safety at this junction. No doubt this is driven by the significant 

increase in the volume of traffic, the number of accidents and near misses 

and the sheer frustration that many drivers suffer as a result of the length of 

time taken to exit or enter Whaddon Gap, especially at peak times.  

Obviously the amount of traffic on local roads has risen, especially with the 

growth of developments such as Cambourne. The reduction of the A1198 

speed limit to 50 mph seems to have done little to alleviate concerns. Many 

residents of Cardiff Place also felt a similar concern about the exit onto the 

A1198 at that location. As a result, one of the key outcomes from the 

plan has to be more lobbying of the relevant authorities to make real 

safety improvements to this stretch of road. 

The recent reduction of the speed limit to 30 mph through the village does 

seem to have had an effect in reducing concern about speeding in the 

village. The efforts of the Speedwatch team have played a big part in 

achieving this, in both providing evidence of the need for the reduction and 

‘soft’ enforcement. Overall there does seem to be less worry about traffic in 

most parts of the village, although a large number still perceive problems in 

Church Street and the northern end of Bridge Street. There also seems to be 

a lower level of concern about Meldreth Road traffic.  

Parking outside the church is raised by a number of people as being 

dangerous as is the number of cars parked in Church Street to use the 

playground. The latter should be partially alleviated with the car park 

improvements at the Village Hall but church goers should be encouraged to 

either walk to church or to use the recreation ground parking. 

The final issue raised is that of cars exiting the Bumpkins site at the top of 

Bridge Street without giving way to other traffic - some signage or other 

measures to highlight the danger is needed.  

Another of the Plan’s actions has to be to address these issues and 

ensure that any existing plans meet the required needs.  
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Question 21: Do you have difficulty in getting to the following health facilities?  

 
 

You also said: 
Impossible to live without a car in Whaddon as could not reach any services 
No public transport to Melbourn for doctor, pharmacy, dentist  
Would have problem if no car 

 

Question 22:  Do you think there is a need for a “good neighbour” scheme to provide 

transport for those unable to get to local health facilities?  

 
 

Question 23: If you answered Yes to Question 22, would you make use of such a service?  

 

 

Questions 21, 22 and 23 seem to suggest that few people have problems 

accessing health facilities and that a majority of people feel there should be 

a ‘good neighbour’ scheme even though most would not use it!  Suggesting 

that such a scheme would be a good thing to have but ‘it’s not for me’. This 

issue was raised in the 2006 survey but there was no formal action by the 

Parish Council, partly because there seemed to be little real demand or 

appetite to run and organise such a scheme. It should be revisited as it 
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may be another reason why elderly people feel they may want to move 

to a village which has easy access to such services. 

Question 24: Would you like to see street lighting in Whaddon?  

 

The answers to this question show little difference from 2006 with many 

residents citing the lack of street lighting as one of the reasons they find the 

central part of the village attractive. However, elsewhere in the responses 

some suggest that lighting around the church would be helpful. Cardiff 

Place has always had lighting but there was no suggestion it should be 

removed!   

Safety and Security 

Question 25: Which, if any, of the following crimes and anti-social behaviour is of concern to 

you in Whaddon?  

 

You also said: 
Heavy lorries & speeding cars 
Inappropriate parking  
Reckless driving on Church corner- more warning for the sharp bend maybe arrows  

 

Question 26: Are there any areas in Whaddon in which you feel unsafe? If so where?  

You said: 
Paths - not lit 
Driving around the Bridge Street corner and at the Bumpkins exit/entrance 
Children’s play area at night 
Crossing Church Street to the park and taking a child to the school bus in mornings 
Only on main road due to speeding motorists 
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Whaddon continues to enjoy very little crime when compared to other 

villages in the area. That said, the survey clearly shows that residents have 

some concerns about safety and security, particularly the threat of burglary 

and theft. In fact, we have had a very small number of such crimes in 

Whaddon and these have mostly involved commercial businesses in the 

village. While not being complacent, worries over burglary and theft in 

Whaddon are mostly a matter of perception rather than reflecting an actual 

problem. 

Vandalism is a matter of concern but again, while we have had a small 

number of problems, mostly in the area of the village hall and playground, it 

has not been at a level that should cause any real worries to villagers. From 

the outset, there had been particular concern that the upgraded playground 

would create a problem with vandalism but that has not been the case. 

Litter – yes; vandalism no. 

Whaddon’s Neighbourhood Watch discourages door-to-door selling, even 

though it is legal, and occasional e-mails are sent out saying this. Rogue 

traders have used this freedom in the village to gain access to properties for 

nefarious purposes. This has happened only occasionally and can best be 

countered by individual residents rejecting all such visits. 

Question 26 drew a diverse range of comments but speeding and a lack of 

street lighting were of particular concern. In the case of speeding the 

reduction in late 2012 to 30mph throughout Whaddon was a considerable 

achievement and while speeding is still a problem average excess speeds, as 

noted by the village Speedwatch team, are down by some 10mph.                  

Broadband Service 
Question 27: Does your household have broadband via your telephone line?  

 

 People who answered ‘yes’ then answered the following Broadband questions 

Did your household sign up to the “Connecting Cambridgeshire” website?      

Yes = 64 No = 38 
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Which telephone dialling code are you? 

01223 = 93 

01763 = 10 

 

Which company is your service provider? 

 
 

Do you have any idea of the average broadband speed you get? 

 
 

Are you content with the broadband speed you receive?       

 

 

For which of the following applications do you use your broadband? 
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Typical comments: 
Too slow for many uses – iPlayer, video streaming, business use, adult 
education/distance learning, watching TV programs, banking 
 

 

Which of the following would you like to do on the internet but which are impossible with your 

current service? 

 
 

Other: 
BBC iPlayer etc 
Filling in Government Gateway forms 
A faster speed would assist with transferring business reports 
Watching TV 
HD Video streaming 

 

From examination of the responses to the questions in the plan survey, it 

can now be said that the availability of decent broadband is a major issue 

for three quarters of the respondents in the village.  

More and more villagers are attempting to gain access to services which, 

unlike email, require a high level of connectivity. In much of the UK, and 

indeed the world, delivery of more and more essential services is predicated 

on the existence of fast connections. Similarly, delivery of new software for 

computers, phones and other mobile devices is now almost entirely carried 

out via the internet; more and more entertainment and information services 

likewise are transmitted the same way, and we can see the day when the 

more conventional media many of us have known for many years will be a 

distinct minority interest. Many people’s social lives depend on services such 

as Facebook, Google+ and so on. 

Better and faster broadband has become a basic utility requirement in the 

second decade of the 21st century. It is essential that if Whaddon is going to 

maintain its popularity among present and potential residents that serious 

efforts be made to address the technical difficulties which plague broadband 

in the village. The Parish Council has in the past dealt with other areas of 

local discontent, such as affordable housing and speeding, with a great deal 

of success but the broadband problem, due to its technological base, 

remains stubbornly hard to solve. 
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The infrastructure here is in a poor state of repair (this is independent of the 

broadband speeds which we achieve). Most of us are only too familiar with 

poor or noisy voice calls; BT engineers are often in the village and many of 

us have had the copper pairs switched over by engineers in a desperate 

attempt to improve the electrical connection to Arrington. Anecdotal 

evidence suggests that the ducting which our wires use to get to Arrington is 

also in a very poor state of repair. 

The fact that most lines in Whaddon are directly connected to the exchange 

is the major problem in holding us back, as not only do fibres need laying to 

the village, but a whole new cabinet infrastructure is needed to enable the 

final 500m or so.  

It is hoped that the Connecting Cambridgeshire project will be able to 

solve this problem, but it will need continued pressure from residents 

and local representatives.   

Aided by the research findings from our questionnaire, initial meetings with 

the Connecting Cambridgeshire project team, senior BT and OpenReach 

officials are proving to be very encouraging and there may be some real 

progress to be reported very soon.   

Environment and Environmental Services 
Question 28: Do you have any concerns about the appearance of the village?  

 

 

Question 29: If you answered “Yes” to Question 28 would you support the following? 
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You said: 
Becoming urban rather than rural as street signage increases. 
Flower/shrub beds at each village sign as you enter the village 
Litter in Whaddon Gap and approaches to Pickering Wood 
Area around village hall 
Little more tree planting and hedging 
Fencing around play area 
Better signage for walks through new woods 

 

Question 30: Are the grass verges cut by the Parish Council acceptable? 

 
People who answered “no” said:  
Grass could be cut back further than 1m in places 
Looks ridiculous when cut only so far back  
More frequently 
Grass needs cutting back as footpath is narrowed from Meldreth Road to church 
Verges sometimes obscure view when pulling out onto A1198 

 

While most were happy with the appearance of the village a large number 

were less so. Many people do not want Whaddon to become ‘suburbia’ and 

quite like the rural nature of the village.  

There was a reasonable level of support for the proposals in Question 29 

and these will be put forward to the Parish Council for their future 

consideration. The response to litter picking has been patchy in the past 

and a more formal approach is clearly indicated. The landscaping in the 

children’s’ playground can now be pursued with the completion of the village 

hall renovation and ideas on improvements around the village sign should 

be sought. 

Question 31: Do you have a problem with any of the following? 

 
 

You also said: 
Poor reception for dab radio and FM 
Poorly maintained ditches could cause flooding 
Very patchy mobile reception 
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While better than in 2006, mobile phone reception is still poor throughout 

the village. Of the key service providers, more people reported difficulties 
with Vodafone and then O2 and Orange.  

 
Of the other services about which we asked for feedback, most seemed to 
have improved, especially refuse collection, and attracted very few negative 

comments. 

Communication within the Village 
Question 32:  Which of these facilities do you use to find out what is going on in the village? 

 
 

The village e-mail system was being created at the time the questionnaire 
was distributed. It has developed since then with around 125 residents now 

receiving regular e-mails on village topics. 
 

Question 33: If you use the village website, do you use it: 

 
 

Question 34:  If you don’t use the website what is the reason? 

 
 
Question 35: Are there any other topics you would like to see added to the website? 

Local businesses 
Village archives/history 
Fruit and veg overspill-giveaways 
Local recipes. 
Lost and found 
Items for sale 
Activities 
Groups exercise classes 
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Question 36: Any other comments about the website? 

Nicely presented and informative 
The website is very good 

Good local communication generally depends upon a good mix of different 

media to carry out the function. And in Whaddon we seem to be doing just 

that. Our newsletter is still very much the most popular method for people 

to find out what is going on but more people are now using the web site and 

the local emails to gain their news and the traditional notice board is still 

important to a large number of villagers. 

It is to be expected that we shall continue to disseminate village news and 

events by these methods for years to come but over time, more and more will 

use the website and email. The website address should be included on all 

notices and communications as a reminder to people and we already 

know that the regular email alerts relating to issues and events are well 

received and acted upon.   

Adult Education & Recreation 
Question 37: Would you be interested in joining any of the following in the village hall or 

elsewhere? 

 
 

You also suggested: 
Book club 
Pilates & dance of some kind, perhaps in evening 
Karate, women’s group, craft, travel talks, local history, badminton, running 
Exercise class for the "over 50s" 
Dancing class and toddler group 
Table tennis social club 
Daytime social activities - coffee morning, luncheon club 
Youth club 
Gym, badminton, social 
Evening classes 
Model railway club, snooker, darts, music, amateur dramatics 
Photography 

 

Question 38: The playground has proved popular with villagers and people from 

surrounding villages.  

Do you and/or your children use it? 

Yes 57 No 44 
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If “Yes” are you satisfied with it as it is at present or are there any changes/improvements 

you would like to see?   

 

Donations from users, especially outsiders, could be encouraged. 
Is there any way the village can make money from it, a car park charge? 
Very satisfied 
Bins to be emptied more frequently 
Improved provision for parking + toilet facilities 
Would like additional seating perhaps around the field perimeter 
Charge tourists for use! 
More seats/tables 

 

Question 39: Currently a number of events are held in the village through the year. 

Typically, a church fete, quiz nights in the golf centre, the party in the barn, the Whitsun 

festivities/morris dancing and in 2012 the Jubilee party. In 2014 we might for example, 

celebrate 70 years since D Day or the centenary of the outbreak of World War One.  

 

Would you support other village-wide activities?  

Yes 91 No 15 

 

If “Yes” Do you have any ideas? If so please share them with us: 

Something during the week as we work weekends. 
Sports clubs 
Xmas bazaar. Xmas dinner 
Village sports 
Monthly car boot sales 
BBQ, concerts, comedy nights  

 

All of the above responses will be passed to the Village Hall Trust who, in 

partnership with the Parish Council and other groups, has now assumed 

the responsibility to help facilitate as many adult education, leisure and 

sport activities in the village.  

The Trust will be very pleased to see such a high level of claimed support for 

future events. With the Village Hall renovation, there should be a big uplift 

in all kinds of activity to satisfy an obvious demand. This should go some 

way to reduce the social isolation felt by a number of our groups of older 

and younger people who may have neither the mobility nor the finance to 

travel outside the village. 

There is a small undercurrent of feeling from some villagers that our 

excellent playground has become a victim of its own success with some  

concern about ‘outsiders’ flooding the village at popular times and leaving 

their cars parked inappropriately. It is worth pointing out though, that a 

substantial amount of the grant to improve the playground came from the 
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District Council who will be very happy to see the fruits of their investment 

enjoyed by a wider South Cambridgeshire audience.  

All of the suggestions will, however, be addressed to the Management 

Trustees.  

 

Do you have any other thoughts about any aspect of the village 

that you would like to share with us?   

Some of your comments were as follows: 

We love living here and wouldn't want to be anywhere else 
Recently moved back to Whaddon and have been delighted at the welcome and 
friendliness shown by community 
Some lights around the church would be wonderful – this is contained in the Plan….. 
Many people would like a simple shop for basics - but achieving this seems unlikely 
Cardiff Place residents to be better integrated into the village – producing the Plan 
has highlighted this need 
There is recognition that the golf centre is a big social asset within the village 

  

These words are a brief summary of the many added thoughts we received. 

Most were very positive about living in the village and where there were 

specific suggestions they sought simply to add enhancements to a general 

level of satisfaction about Whaddon. 

 

Business in Whaddon 
A total of nineteen businesses answered the survey, of which fifteen asked to 

be included in the report.  They employed between 1 and 30 full or part time 

employees, although the majority had just one or two. Most said that 

Broadband was either inadequate for their needs or just about coped. In 

particular, some said it was simply not fast enough to either download or 

complete forms and returns.   

The businesses that asked to be listed are shown as Appendix 2. 
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What next? 
 

The Plan has been given to all the relevant groups for their consideration. In 

2006, the Parish Council adopted and used the plan to form its priorities for 

the village for the next five years or so. It is very likely they will do the same 

this time and we also hope the Village Hall and Recreation Ground Trust will 

similarly use the plan to steer their activities.   

Some of our recommendations will have large cost implications that will be 

well beyond the means of the Village alone. We encourage the Parish 

Council and other authorities to consider this Plan so that when 

budgets are allocated the needs of Whaddon, as identified in the Plan, 

are considered and properly addressed.  
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APPENDIX 1  -  Achievements from last plan 
 

  

issue outcome

Housing

Affordable homes - strong support of proposal Homes built

Produce design statement for developers Statement produced

Highways

Scheme to relieve danger at A1198 junction A1198 Speed limit reduced to 50 mph

Reduce speed to 30 mph in village 30 mph speed limit introduced

Awareness signs in Bridge Street

Speed reduction measures in village Discussions with Cambs CC. Budget 

created to implement chicanes

Lorry survey Speedwatch shows no real increase. 

Bus lay-by at Ridgeway close Lay-by built

Pavements and footpaths

Pavement at north end of Bridge Street Reconstruction impossible.'SLOW' 

signs on road and 20 mph speed signs

Install 'Radar' gates on footpaths Three gates installed on main paths

Controls on By-way from Dyers Green Not done, despite meetings with other 

to Kneesworth councils. Condition of by-way monitored.

Install improved lighting outside village hall Lighting installed

Conservation & Environment

Organise regular litter picking Some litter picking carried out 

Prepare biodiversity audit Not done - funding for project withdrawn

Village Hall & recreation

Modernise hall Work began August 2013

Improve play faciities New playground installed

Increase recreation and sport facilities Refurbished hall will give new

opportunities. Cricket team formed 2011.   

Environmental services

More litterbins in village Extra bins installed

Health & Education services

Increase awareness of local health and All included in Website and newsletter

adult education facilities

Improved local information dissemination Website and newsletter greatly improved. 

Email used for local messages

Transport

Build case for improved bus service Daily bus service introduced 

2006 Parish Plan recommendations and progress 
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APPENDIX 2  -  Businesses in Whaddon 
 

Ermine Farm  

B&B and Sheep Farm 

Contact - Michael and Malan Peyton 

01223 207358 

erminefarm@gmail.com 

www.erminefarm.moonfruit.com 

NJS Surfacing 

Surfacing contractor - driveways, 
playgrounds, car parks, tarmac, block 
paving, tar and shingle 

Contact - Helen Smith 

01223 207631 

njssurfacing@btinternet.com 

www.njssurfacing.com 

Richard Green 

Grass care equipment maintenance, 
hedge cutting, grass care including 
spraying 

07749 214062 

richardlgreen@tiscali.co.uk 

Crawford Lynn Ltd 

Management consultancy and business 
coaching 

Contact - George Lynn 

01223 208548 

georgelynn@crawfordlynn.co.uk 

Taylor Builders Ltd 
 
Design, drawings and construction. 
 
Contact - Andrew Taylor 
 
07976 326444 
 
A.S.Taylor@btinternet.com 
 

Whaddon Golf Centre 
 
Golf course, golf lessons, bar, snacks, 
ice creams & newspapers  
 
Contact - Ken Green 
 
01223 207325 
 
whaddon.golf.ken@gmail.com 
 

Tinytalk and Pampered Chef with Natalie 
 
Tinytalk: Babysinging & Toddler talking classes for babies & toddlers up to 3 
years. 
 
Pampered Chef: Sale of cooking equipment & utensils in homes or at fundraisers. 
 
Contact - Natalie Hanlon  
 

01223 208144 
 
Natalie@tinytalk.co.uk and Natalie.hanlon@asl.com 
 
www.tinytalk.co.uk/carols and www.pamperedchef.biz/nataliehanlon 

 

mailto:erminefarm@gmail.com
mailto:njssurfacing@btinternet.com
http://www.njssurfacing.com/
mailto:richardlgreen@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:georgelynn@crawfordlynn.co.uk
mailto:A.S.Taylor@btinternet.com
mailto:whaddon.golf.ken@gmail.com
mailto:Natalie@tinytalk.co.uk
mailto:Natalie.hanlon@asl.com
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Ace Aerials 

Aerials & satellite dishes  

Contact - Henry Burgess  

01223 208441 

super.ace@btinternet.com 

www.super-aceaerials.co.uk  

 

Bumpkins Day Nursery 

Day care to babies and pre-school 

children 

Contact - Michaela Huffer 

01223 208777 

michaela@bumpkinsnursery.co.uk 

www.bumpkinsnursey.co.uk 

 

R T Coningsby & Son 

Farming 

Contact – Chris Coningsby 

01223 208204 

farmerchris@oneservice.co.uk 

Morley Manufacturing 

Bespoke wrought iron and metalwork 

Contact - Nathan Morley 

01223 207814 

morleymanufacturing@outlook.com 

www.morleymanufacturing.co.uk 

 

College Farm 

Bed & Breakfast 

Contact – Lynette Allen-Elbourn 

01223 208955 

w.elbourn@btinternet.com 

www.collegefarmbandb.co.uk 

 

Dovetail Design 

Cabinet maker 

Contact – Stephen Coningsby 

01223 208805 

lordstevevfr@hotmail.com 

 

Step Pest Control Ltd 

Pest control Service 

Contact - Keith Harker 

01223 208349 

steppestcontrol@hotmail.co.uk 

www.step-pest-control.co.uk 

Garden Evolution 

Garden Maintenance Service 

Contact – Ben Silvester 

01223 207196 

Ben.silvester@btinternet.com 

 

 

http://www.bumpkinsnursey.co.uk/
mailto:farmerchris@oneservice.co.uk
mailto:morleymanufacturing@outlook.com
http://www.morleymanufacturing.co.uk/
mailto:w.elbourn@btinternet.com
http://www.collegefarmbandb.co.uk/
mailto:steppestcontrol@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.step-pest-control.co.uk/
mailto:Ben.silvester@btinternet.com
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APPENDIX 3  -  Whaddon footpaths 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Views of the refurbished Village Hall 

To Hire call Wendy Evans – 01223 207703 


