USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Citizens Advice:
Cambridge

03448 487979

Royston

03444 111444

Councillors:
County: Susan van de Ven

07905 325574

District: Jose Hales

01763 221058

Doctors:
Orchard Surgery, Melbourn

01763 260220

The Health Centre, Royston

01763 242981

Market Hill Surgery, Royston

01763 848244

Roysia Surgery, Royston

01763 243166

Hospital:
Addenbrooke’s Hospital

01223 245151

Police:
Non emergency Number

101

Samaritans:

01223 364455 (charges)
116 123 (free)

Transport:
National Rail Enquiries

03457 484950

Stagecoach East

01223 433250

National Express Coaches

0871 781 8181

Utilities:
Anglian Water

03457 145145

Cambridge Water Company

01223 706050

Electricity Emergency & Supply Loss

08007 838838

Vets:
Melbourne Veterinary Surgery

01763 262696

Royston Veterinary Surgery

01763 242221

WHADDON NEWS ADVERTISING RATES
Half page advert for one issue
£12.50
Half page advert for one year (4 issues)
Other options may be available on request.
Contact Angela Bridges, the Parish Clerk:
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com

£40.00

December 2020
www.whaddon.org

Bin Collection Dates

LIST OF PARISH COUNCILLORS

Wed 2 Dec

Black

Wed 20 Jan

Blue only

Wed 9 Dec

Blue/green

Wed 27 Jan

Black

Wed 16 Dec

Black

Wed 3 Feb

Wed 23 Dec

Blue only

Sat 2 Jan

07850 lee.ginger@btinternet.com
252015 14 Carlton Rise, Melbourn SG8 6BZ

Mr Lee Ginger

Chair

Blue/green

Dr Nigel Strudwick

Vice Chair

C 207434 3 Town Farm Close

Wed 10 Feb

Black

Mr Will Elbourn

Councillor

C 208955 College Farm, Church Street

Black

Wed 17 Feb

Blue only

Prof. Tony Milton

Councillor

C 207105 Chestnut Tree Farm, Meldreth Road

Fri 8 Jan

Blue/green

Wed 24 Feb

Black

Anita Birch

Councillor

Thurs 14 Jan

Black

Wed 3 Mar

Blue/green

07748
68 Bridge Street
908164

Joanne Vries

Councillor

C208009 108 Church Street

Deborah Townsend

Councillor

07388
36 Bridge Street
033616

Mrs Angela Bridges

Clerk/
Finance Officer

Village Hall hire
Special rates for those within the
village - ideal for birthday parties
and most functions.
Village Rate:

£7 per hour

Non-village Rate:

£11 per hour

Please contact:
whaddonvhrgt@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER
The deadline for the next
newsletter is February 14th
Once again items of village
interest are always welcome.
Joan Pascoe C208062
joanpascoe@aol.com

—

31 Bridge Street,
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TEAM
Malan Peyton

Whaddon Village Coordinator

Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

C 207358

Karen Coningsby

Meldreth Road/Church Corner

17 Church Street

C 207514

Carole Aldred

Church Street/Town Farm Close/
St Mary’s Close

104 Church Street

C 208147

Maria Mould

Lower Bridge Street/Ridgeway Close 39 Bridge Street

C 207231

Helen Smith

Upper Bridge Street

9 Bridge Street

C 207631

Malan Peyton

Dyers Green

Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

C 207358

Coordinators:

Local Enforcement:
Neighbourhood Policing Team (Cambourne):
www.cambs.police.uk/LocalPolicing/SouthCambs/Cambourne/
John Coppard

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO

Lyndsay Gardiner

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)

James Lynch

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)

Dial 999 to report a crime actually happening or when lives are at risk.
For a non-emergency matter dial 101.
If you report an incident to the police please let your neighbourhood watch
coordinator know.

Revealed: Whaddon set to receive Hyperfast full-fibre broadband
as construction work begins
The following is a Press Release
from Genesis with updates on
County Broadband in Whaddon.

innovation at such a critical time. Boris
Johnson has told the nation to remote
work but some of us can’t even have a
Zoom call. We need future-ready
networks now more than ever.
“That’s why we’re driving our plans to
build Hyperfast full-fibre networks in
Whaddon with great gusto. We want to
help restart the economic engine and give
Cambridgeshire a huge investment in its
infrastructure to support residents and
businesses.”
Full-fibre broadband uses fibre-to-thepremises (FTTP) infrastructure in which
fibre optic cables are installed directly
into the premises, offering download and
uploads speeds of 1,000Mbps. It replaces
fibre-to-the-cabinet (FTTC) Victorian
copper-based infrastructure on which
‘superfast’ is based.
The deployment of full-fibre broadband
could be worth £5.38bn to the East of
England economy over the next five
years, according to the Centre for
Economics and Business Research.
The UK fell 13 places in global rankings
for internet speeds and is now among the
slowest in Europe in 47th place, new
research by Cable.co.uk found last
month. The nation’s 54.2 Mbps average
speeds are due to only 12% of premises
having access to full-fibre infrastructure –
meaning 88% residents and businesses
currently rely on Victorian ‘superfast’
copper-based infrastructure.
Visit www.countybroadband.co.uk to see
if the service is available in your area and
for more details.

Work to build next-generation full-fibre
broadband in Whaddon is due to start by
the end of October as thousands of
residents and businesses prepare to
receive some of the UK’s fastest speeds,
it can be revealed.
County Broadband, a specialist rural full
-fibre network and broadband provider,
has announced 24 villages in South
Cambridgeshire are earmarked to receive
the new Hyperfast infrastructure in 2021,
totaling around 9,400 premises. Speeds of
up to 1,000 Mbps will be available –
nearly 20 times faster than the UK
average.
The East Anglia-based provider, backed
by a £46 million private investment by
Aviva Investors, has confirmed that
Whaddon, along with seven other
villages, has met the sign-up target
required to give the green light to start
construction. Engineers have been
granted key worker status and are
following health and safety rules.
Prime minister Boris Johnson is relying
on local providers like County Broadband
to achieve his flagship target of UK-wide
gigabit-speed connectivity by 2025. It
forms part of his “infrastructure
revolution” to catch up with the rest of
the world and support the Covid-19
economic recovery. The news also
follows his fresh advice to work from
home during winter.
Lloyd Felton, chief executive of
Rose Ling
County Broadband, said: “The Covid19 pandemic has exposed the fragility of Account Executive
our creaking copper infrastructure that is Genesis
stifling productivity and holding back

CHRISTMAS TRAIL
Following the success of the Teddy Bears and
Halloween Pumpkins I am organising a Christmas
Trail using a similar format.
If you would like to be involved please ask for a number (either on
Whaddsapp, message me directly or email jeaniebermingham@gmail.com)
and then display this number with any homemade Christmas decoration.
Suggestions are wreaths, Christmas pictures, decorated baubles, banners etc.
Any children in the village (0-primary school age) who find and identify the
first 20 decorations on the trail will get a Christmas chocolate delivered just
before Christmas. There is a downloadable form for the 20 available on the
web site http://www.whaddon.org/news-files/WhaddonTrail.pdf
For the competitive ones, votes for the favourite decoration will be counted at
8pm on December 23rd with festive treats for the winner.
Happy crafting and good luck everyone!
Jean Bermingham

Christmas Card Competition
Over the latter half of October the PCC for St Mary’s church
invited entries for their second Christmas Card competition. 19 entries were
received and the judges were very impressed by the overall standard of the
entries. After careful deliberations the judges have made the following
selection:
Under 5 age group
Winner – Will Grech
Highly Commended – Cleo c/o Bumpkins
Age 5 to 10 years
Winner – Eva Oliver
Highly Commended – Molly Bermingham
Age 11 to 16 years
Winner and overall winner – Joel Green
Highly Commended – Lauren Coningsby
The PCC would like to thank all those who entered the competition, and all the
entries will be put on display in the church once we are allowed to re-open
following the ending of the current lockdown restrictions.

Whaddon Wednesdays
ST MARY’S CHURCH
WHADDON
Introducing Revd Claire Robertson
Hello!
My name is Claire Robertson. I am delighted to have
been invited by Archdeacon Alex and your Church
Wardens, David, Karen, Michelle and Vic, to join
Revd. Amanda and rest of the ministry team to assist
during the vacancy in Whaddon and Bassingbourn. I
will also be working part-time in the Chelmsford
Diocese where I served my curacy.
Before I began my theological training for the priesthood at Ridley Hall
Cambridge, I taught piano at two schools in Cambridge and I am also a
concert pianist - giving piano duet and two piano concerts with my twin
sister, Antoinette, when not in lockdown!
I have been with you now for two months and in spite of the pandemic it
has been a time of blessing for me. Thank you for your email messages and
for making me feel so welcome. Celebrating Communion at St Mary’s
Church and St Peter and St Paul’s Church and meeting parishioners in their
gardens before the second lockdown, including a very special Fox Terrier,
has been a delight.
Looking at the children’s Christmas Card designs has also been most
inspiring. The image of angels keeps recurring, which is hardly surprising
as angels feature in many Christmas Carols and, of course, in the Nativity
stories, bringing a message of hope.
When the Angel Gabriel visits Mary he brings a message of hope – Mary is
to bear God’s son who will be our Saviour. Before he tells Mary this,
Gabriel reminds her that God is with her. This knowledge that she is not
alone, that God is watching over her in the many challenges of parenting
Jesus that lie ahead enables Mary to say a whole hearted “yes” to God’s
plan for her life.
God still sends messengers of hope to remind us that he loves each one of
us and is watching over us in our joys and in our sorrows. I pray that each
one of you will experience God’s loving presence this Christmas.
With blessings,
Claire
Revd Claire Robertson – Visiting Priest at Whaddon and Bassingbourn
Email: revdclaire@bassingbournchurch.org.uk

The words below outlined the view of the Whaddon Wednesdays committee
at the time the last Whaddon News was published. Sadly, little has changed
in the interim. Our modus operandi is to have a speaker talk to us on an
interesting subject in the village hall or to arrange a visit to somewhere in
the local area we think will be of interest to villagers. As the current
government rules do not allow such gatherings we must, regrettably, hold
off until conditions change and we can get underway again. For the
moment, Whaddon Wednesdays will remain silent but be assured the
committee has identified speakers and locations for those hoped for days in
early 2021 when we can get together once more:
Like most other committees charged with arranging events we have done a
great deal of soul searching trying to decide whether we could restart the
Whaddon Wednesdays programme in what remains of 2020. All discussions
have, inevitably, been set against simply not knowing how CV19 will behave
and what the government may decide about group meetings. The health of the
villagers who attend our meetings as well as the speakers must dominate any
decisions and, of course, we have to be realistic and question whether
villagers will want to come to the village hall and mix when Covid19 is still
very active. Equally, Whaddon villagers are a realistic group with minds of
their own.
So after a great deal of discussion, we have decided to postpone Whaddon
Wednesdays’ gatherings until early 2021 by which time we hope the national
and local situations will be clearer and, who knows, there may just be a
vaccine available. We have speakers available and will get underway as soon
as it is unambiguously safe and we feel villagers will want to pop out for the
evening.
The WW Committee

SUSAN VAN de VEN Cambridgeshire County Councillor
All drop-in advice surgeries are currently suspended.
If there are issues people would like to discuss you can contact Susan on
07905325574 or susan@sclibdems.org.uk
Monthly Newsletter:
Susan writes a monthly e-newsletter on issues affecting our area – please do let her
know if you’d like to receive it, or would like anything to be included in it.
Susan van de Ven
County Councillor for Bassingbourn, Melbourn, Meldreth and Whaddon

The Whaddon village email list in 2020

Church Services for December 2020

The Whaddon email list is far and away the most efficient method for
village organisations or individuals to send information electronically to
those who live in Whaddon. For example:

At this time, with the continued uncertainty over when the current lockdown
will end, we cannot say with any certainty exactly what our pattern of church
services will be in the run-up to Christmas. However, our current plans are as
follows:



The Parish Council sends round not just information relating to
council meetings, but also very timely public service
announcements—this has been very true in 2020 with the need to
keep you informed about extra local services being made available
because of the Coronavirus;

Sunday 6th December:

The Village Hall Trust has this year used the list to keep parishioners
informed of the hall’s closing and reopenings, again connected with
the virus;

Sunday 20th December: Holy Communion at 9:30am St Mary’s Whaddon



The Churchwardens send round news and information about St
Mary’s, including changes to Church Services in this very difficult
and complicated year;

Note: If the regulations permit a Carol Service to be held in church, and it is
considered safe to do so, then we will look to try to move the Carol Service
from Zoom to in the church



And lastly, we have heard about villagers announcing Teddy bear
hunts, Halloween pumpkin competitions, various jigsaws, or asking
for recommendations, and also messages about lost and found pets.

Friday 25th December: Family Communion Service at 9:30am at St Mary’s
Whaddon



Emails from the Whaddon email list now come from
emaillist@whaddon.org. As the one who r uns the list, I r espect
everyone’s privacy, and individuals are only on the list because they have
given me their explicit permission to be contacted for the purposes of
village-wide emails ONLY. Remember, you only have to drop me an email
to be removed and I will do it immediately.
There are always new people moving to the village, and there are others
who are not on the list but have been in the village and online for years. It
is probably the most immediate way of finding out what is going on in
Whaddon. All you have to do is send an email to emaillist@whaddon.org
asking to be added to the list, and I will gladly do so. There are usually no
more than three to five messages in an average week, and I promise not to
clog your inboxes with messages!
I look forward to hearing from those who wish to join us.
Nigel Strudwick

Bishop Stephen is coming to the benefice and so
there will be a joint Communion Service at
Bassingbourn Church (and on Zoom) at 11:00 am

Sunday 13th December: Morning Prayer at 9:30am at St Mary’s Whaddon

Carol Service on-line via Zoom at 6:00pm

Please book a seat(s) in advance by e-mailing churchwardens@whaddon.org

Church Roof
At last we have the potential of some good news on the church roof, and a
glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel! In September Cambridgeshire
Historic Churches Trust offered us £4,000 towards the re-roofing project and
Historic England has recently invited us to apply for a grant towards the cost
of replacing one of the three roofs stolen (ie either the nave, roof, the north
aisle roof or the south aisle roof). There are tight restrictions on the overall
project costs associated with the Historic England grant, so which roof we
apply for will depend on the tender costs. We are currently out to tender,
with the project sub-divided into three parts, and all being well we hope to
have contractors on site in February 2021 to undertake the first part of the
project. We then plan to submit further grant applications to add to the
fundraising that we have already undertaken, with the aim of completing the
project next autumn.

WHADDON VILLAGE HALL and RECREATION GROUND TRUST
Well, once again Whaddon News has me reporting on the closure of the
village hall, following the latest round of government guidance and
Lockdown 2.0. The good news however, is that the recreation ground remains
open for use. Please bear in mind social distancing regulations and hand
hygiene whilst in use, but do enjoy it.
In more uplifting news the Trust held their Annual General Meeting at the
beginning of September via Zoom, as seems to be the way forward these
days. The Trust said an official farewell to Wendy Scott, Bob Strawbridge
and Amy Walker from the committee and would like to thank them for all of
their hard work in ensuring the Village Hall and Recreation Ground have
been and continue to be valuable resources for the community as a whole. We
have been assured of their help in organising future events for the village
though, so thanks go to them all for that.
Following emails out to the village requesting expressions of interest to the
Trust, we are delighted to announce that both Nikki Cross and Jayne Huffer
have been appointed as Trustees. Both of these ladies we have no doubt, will
bring new and fresh ideas to the committee and we look forward to them
being part of the team.
Please don’t forget, once the hall is allowed to reopen, you can refer to the
calendar on www.whaddon.org to check availability or email
whaddonhalltrust@whaddon.org for further information in relation to
bookings or special COVID-19 procedures. We would love to have the hall
back in full use, offering a variety of activities to keep us entertained during
these winter months.
With kindest regards,
Anita Birch
Chair WVHRGT

N. HERTS AND DISTRICT CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
The drop-in services are now closed.
To contact the local CAB for advice please call 01462 689801 and leave a
message or email northhertscab.org.uk
Alternatively contact the CAB national phone service: Tel 0800 144 8848.

fountain in Bridge Street. His wife to be
lodged in Bridge Street when visiting.
TRANQUILLITY DISRUPTED
The proximity of the village to
Bassingbourn Airfield, originally under the
control of the RAF, had a great impact on
Whaddon’s rural tranquillity. The constant
noise of planes revving, taking off on
bombing raids with heavy loads and
returning to the airfield could be heard
almost incessantly. (The children used to
enjoy waving to the planes as they set off
and returned). There was a security gate
where the car park is situated at the top of
the Whaddon Gap Road. It was necessary
before passing through for everyone to go
through the security procedures. Halt:
advance and be recognised – that included
children going to school in Bassingbourn.
Inevitably damage was done. The stained
glass window in the church was damaged
and was repaired in 1948. The cricket
pavilion which stood in the field opposite
the church was destroyed. A bomb dropped
and blew the roof off New Farm and three
or four people were killed by a bomb at the
barracks.
As already mentioned a Wellington
bomber with six people aboard came down
in the field opposite the church and caught
fire; one of the Home Guard recalled
holding the hand of one of the crew who
was dying (see award ceremony).
In 1942 the barracks were transferred to
the Americans who brought with them their
own life style and attitude to life. To
austere Britain they brought such items as
chewing gum, nylon stockings, chocolate
and the music of Glen Miller. Their main
aircraft was the B17 or Flying Fortress.

Town, village and street savings groups
were set up and their results published in
the newspapers.
In 1940 Royston & District set up a fund
to raise money for the purchase of a
Spitfire. Whaddon was included and a list
of residents appeared in the press with
contributions ranging from 2½d to £5. One
lady from Whaddon, who wished to remain
anonymous, sent £7. A Messerschmidt,
which had been shot down, was on display
in Royston to help raise money.
Various government campaigns took
place. In 1941 there was W ar W eapons
Week. As part of South Cambs Rural
District, Whaddon raised £1200. 1942 saw
Warship Week. Whaddon adopted a
warship HMS P57. The target was £700
and later in the year Tanks for Attack
reached £80. The slogan for 1943 was
Wings for Victory. Whaddon far surpassed
their target of £1500 with a figure of £2600.
In 1944 Salute the Soldier raised £3406
well over the target of £2000.
Other causes also urgently needed money.
Aid to Russia: Anchor Day: Poppy Day:
British Sailor Society: Mobile Xray Units
for Russia: Red Cross Penny-a-Week Fund:
St Dunstans: Air Raid Distress Fund:
Prisoner of war Parcels Fund: Local Lads
Christmas Fund: YMCA: All this money
was raised by means of fetes, door
collections and organisation of many
activities in the Village Hall such as whist
drives, concerts and dances.

Salvage

This was another key word. Saving items
other than money became paramount.
Almost anything was helpful to the war
effort – the word recycling might be now be
used – cinders, iron, saucepans, rubber of
Saving
This word became very familiar to those all kinds paper, card, books, paraffin, and
metal, particularly metal railings and gates
remaining in the village ‘on the home
front’. Putting money into National Savings – the list is endless. The results of this
campaign are visible today as far as metal is
schemes made more money available for
concerned. 7,082 tons of metal, railings and
the government to finance the war and
gates were collected in the Eastern region
advertisements designed to appeal to all
types of people appeared in the press. This alone. Many of these have never been
replaced.
campaign was backed nationally by all
S&J Ralls, August 2006
groups e.g. the employers and the TUC.

TIMES PAST
Number 11

Home Guard

WARTIME WHADDON (2)

This became the popular name for the Local Defence Volunteers formed in the country to
protect Britain from invasion. It was made up of men exempt from military service
because of age or occupation. At its maximum strength the force numbered about 1.6
million men nationally. It assisted in local organisation but although it regularly practised
military manoeuvres was never called into action against the enemy and was disbanded in
1944. The idea later spawned the successful television series Dad’s Army. Whaddon had
its own group.
Back Row Left to Right
Dicky Watson, Bernard Webb, Leonard Abrey,
Alfred Abrey, Ron Budge, French Jacklin, Tom
Butler
Middle Row: Left to Right
Leonard Harding, Sid Pearce, Harold Andrews,
Douglas Smith, Fred Brookes, George
Coningsby
Front Row: Left to Right
Jim Law, Reg Chapman, Stanley Oliver, Rev
Galley, Bill Coningsby, Harold Hinkins, Charlie
Linsdell

HOME GUARD AWARDS
On Sunday March 8th 1942 a parade of the
Home Guard was held with Sergeant Oliver
in command. The High Command of the
Home Guard presented certificates for good
service awarded by the War Office to
Sergeant W G Coningsby of Whaddon. The
recipients were congratulated on their fine
service and the gallant conduct of Sergeant
Coningsby, together with the other members
of Whaddon Home Guard in attempting, at
great personal risk, to rescue an air man
from a burning aircraft the previous year.
The words ‘Devotion to Duty’ on the
certificates should be the inspiration of
every member. (Royston Crow 13th March
1942)
The burning aircraft referred to came down
in the field opposite the church.

Strangers in the Village

During the war years there was a
considerable number of strangers to be seen
in different parts of the village. The first of
these were the evacuees. In 1939 city
children were sent for safety to the country
and inevitably some arrived in Whaddon
where they lodged and attended the local

school. The countryside was a very alien
environment for some who knew only streets
and they returned home when the bombing
did not start as early as expected. Some
remained or returned when the blitz started.
Unmarried women were eventually called
on to do war work and those who joined the
Land Army arrived in the village where
they worked on the land for local farmers.
One, Agnes Woodcock, married the farmer
for whom she worked and became secretary
to several village organisations during her
lifetime and in memory a tree was planted
on the recreation ground.
Italian prisoners of war were employed
on the farms – they came from the prisoner
of war camp in Royston and were identified
by their ‘muddy brown uniform’. In the later
years of the war German prisoners of war
were also in the neighbourhood. (People
visiting the cinema in Royston remember
queueing with the prisoners of war).
Military personnel and their families
lodged in the village when necessary. A
young John Mills working on the searchlight
battery at the top of the Whaddon Gap Road
could be seen fetching water from the

HALLOWEEN PUMPKINS

As a means of celebrating Halloween , during these different times, Julie
Cuccui organised a display of pumpkin . Villagers carved their own
pumpkin (or pumpkins!) and placed them in their front gardens or at the end
of their drives. Villagers were encouraged to walk round the village and vote
for their favourite pumpkin.
The response was good and a total of 35 entries (labelled 1-35) were
received. There were lots of positive comments amongst the villagers who
enjoyed walking round, seeing the pumpkins and casting their votes. A real
feeling of community spirit which was lovely to see at this current time.
Thanks to Julie and everyone who contributed to make this a success.
Below are the results and a few pumpkin photos.
1st

Jean

Entry No 13

2nd

Chloe

Entry No 35

3rd

-

Entry No 15

4th

Thanks to David
Grech for
the photos

Carolyn Entry No 14

WHADDON GOLF CENTRE
01223 207325
www.whaddongolfcentre.co.uk
9.00 til late
DRIVING RANGE

BAR

9 HOLE COURSE

FOOD

TUITION

COFFEE

PRO– SHOP

NEWSPAPERS

WHADDON CRICKET CLUB (WCC) - RESULTS for 2020
It is with great pleasure that I announce
that the famous WCC has equalled its best
ever season: Played 8 vs external
opposition, won 4, lost 4. Identical to 2019.
The much delayed season finally got
under way on the 19th July with a fine 22
run victory over the Royston Dads.
Royston posted a sort of competitive 147 in
their 36 overs, with the wickets evenly
shared among 8 bowlers. Special mention
to Alex Humphrey for figures of 2-0-7-2. In
reply a strong opening stand from HNB
Birch and young Luke Townsend was then
more than built upon by a very rare 32 from
Jason “I bowl fast but rarely get wickets”
Scott, and a 34 from Tim “I bowl fast and I
take wickets” Vries. The WCC easily
surpassed Royston, with 3 overs to spare,
closing on 149 for 7.
This victory was followed by a 14-run
victory in the 20/20 vs Sandon at
Whaddon. Electing to bat first, the WCC
put on 117 all out after only 19 overs, with
Michael Benyan top scoring on 30, ably
supported by the Townsend ladz,
contributing a fine rearguard of 34 between
them. Sandon started poorly, being 5 down
for only 34 runs, swept away by the
combined Benyans, but then recovered
strongly, and things were on a knife edge,
with Sandon needing 25 off the last two
overs. The penultimate went for 10, but
then in a fine last over we conceded only 1
run for 3 wickets, bowled by the captain
and author.
Next up Bassingbourn, a match about
which the less said the better. We were
smashed, the bright spots being a
Huffmeister unbeaten 32, George Pinner
19 and an unbeaten 34 from Tim Vries.
Bassingbourn had 5 batsmen retire, as
they amassed 210 for 3. A particularly hard
day for the Benyans as both father and son
were first ballers. Shows you cannot be
brilliant in every match.
Steeple were the next opponents, and
this was a frustrating match. We should
have won it, but local knowledge of the
light meant we batted second into the
blinding low sun in the gathering gloom.
Set 128 to win in the allotted 20 overs, the
WCC got off to a good start with Steve

Look and Michael Benyan both reaching
(almost) the retirement score of 30, but the
usual England style collapse, spearheaded
by James “Duck” Bridges, who failed to
trouble the scorers for the third consecutive
match, we fell short, achieving only 120. I’d
like to know why RVP could not slash and
burn at the death vs Steeple as he
managed somehow vs Church Street later
in the year. Highlight of the match was
George Pinner’s 2 for 9 off 2 overs.
And so on to the habitual foes of the much
vaunted Huffer XI. The series was nicely
set at 3 wins and 3 losses over the years.
Choosing to bat first once more, WCC
equalled their second highest ever score,
of 200 for 4, with 3 retirees (at 30): Bob
Strawbridge, Michael Benyan (again) and
Frank Huffer. Why Frank plays for us
rather than his father is a mystery. Well,
knowing Roger, maybe not. Another
honourable batting performance from
George Pinner at 29. He has been brilliant
this year. To be fair to the H XI, they batted
very well, achieving 176 for 6 off the 30
overs. Best bowling performance was your
captain, with 2 wickets for 11 off 3. Jason
Scott finally managed to get a ball on the
stumps and took his first wicket of the year.
Well done Jason. Another great effort was
Steve Cross’s bowling, a very tight set of
overs producing 1 wicket for a mere 42
runs off his 3 overs.
So after taking the lead in the WCC v
Huffer, it was time for the most important
match of the year: Church Street leading
the series 5-3, Bridge Street were in need
of some inspiration to turn around a
sequence of 3 consecutive Church Street
victories. And inspiration from unlikely
quarters they got in spadefuls. Who would
ever had put down RVP, Pete Nussey and
Mark Newberry for unbeaten scores of 32,
17, 17? (Bob Strawbridge of course retired
on 31, but that is boring, he always does
that). But RVP scoring 16 off 5 balls facing
Tim Vries? Anyway, Bridge Street won,
with 185 for 10 (not all out…), with one ball
to spare. Church Street were very
magnanimous in defeat. And it is just as
well Church Street did lose, or we would
never have heard the end of it, as

Mary’s Close. Let us hope it gets
well used! The bin will be emptied
weekly by South Cambs.
Parking on the grass at the top of
Bridge Street at Ridgeway Close
Still work in progress with South
Cambs Housing but it has not
proceeded as fast as we would have
liked because so many council
officers have been diverted not
Coronavirus issues. The Parish
Council continue to be in dialogue
with South Cambs to ensure the plan
is enacted soonest.
Parish Precept for 2021/22
The Parish Council will be meeting
in December to discuss our initial
thoughts on the Precept for the next
financial year. Whaddon, as a
relatively small village, does not
charge a very high precept (the part
of your council tax that goes to the

Parish Council to run the village) and
we have increased it by only very
small amounts over the past few
years. If you have any thoughts about
something that you think could
improve the village services or
environment next year, please email
us or drop a note into the post box at
the village hall.
All minutes of meetings are on the
village website www.whaddon.org
and on the notice board at the Village
Hall in Church Street.
The next on-line Parish Council
meeting is on Monday 11th January
2021 at 8.00 pm. If anyone has a
question for the council, please
submit via email to the Parish Clerk
or by letter in the mailbox at the
Village Hall. Or just give one of us a
ring!
Compiled by Lee Ginger

Village Garden & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Family run Business based on Meldreth Road
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting, Fencing, Pressure Washing, Gutters,
Plastering and much more…
Contact us:
Neil - 07540605860
Suzanne - 07835400637
Home - 01223 207960
Email - villagegardenandproperty@gmail.com

Whaddon Parish Council Matters
Covid-19
With the new ‘November’, the Parish
Council have had to spring into action
and resurrect our Coronavirus
Community Support activity. Let’s all
keep vigilant though and keep the
virus away from Whaddon. South
Cambs has had relatively few cases,
fortunately - let’s keep it that way.
Contact any one of the Parish
Councillors if you have any problems
getting shopping or medication or
need someone to help you during the
Lockdown.
In the meantime, we continue to hold
our meetings by ‘Zoom’ and if you
want to observe the meeting or ask a
question, please email Angela Bridges,
the Parish Clerk, for details of log ins.
New Parish Councillor appointed
At our October meeting, we are
delighted to appoint Deborah
Townsend as our new Parish
Councillor to replace Randall Scott.
Deb lives in Bridge Street and is
known to many villagers, I’m sure.
Her contact details are elsewhere in
this magazine.
A1198 speed limit
We have resubmitted another
application to the Local Highway
Initiative fund, to reduce the A1198
speed limit at Whaddon Gap to 40
mph and also to carry out other
measures to make the junction and
road safer. We shall present our case
to the County Councillors early in the
New Year, when a decision should
then be made.

Meldreth Road Bus Shelter
I am sure you will all agree that the
work our new Handyman, Jonathan
Burgess, has carried out on the old bus
shelter has transformed it into a bright,
open and far more accessible waiting
area. It is an amazing change and
Jonathan needs a big thank you from
everyone who uses the shelter.
The shelter is well used by the
younger folk waiting for the school
bus and was ready for the first day of
the Autumn term in early September.
Meldreth Road phone box
Work to redecorate the Meldreth Road
phone box should start in the New
Year.
Grass cutting contract
The Parish Council has issued a
specification to potential contractors
for a new three-year contract to cut the
roadside verges, the parish footpaths
and the Recreation Ground. The
results should be known by February
for the contract to begin end of March.
Village Hall car park railings
The PC has also asked a number of
suppliers to quote to replace the black
metal ranch style fence between the
Village Hall car park and the
recreation ground. The existing fence
is broken in many places and must be
replaced. Hopefully this is a task that
we can begin in the New Year, subject
to satisfactory costings.
Dog waste bin
A new bin is being purchased to be
attached to the footpath signpost by St.

apparently there was some mess-up with a
long over of 7 go balls, off which Church
Street scored a 6. Whatever. Church Street
itself had 4 retirees (Tim Vries, Michael
Benyan, Larry Lamb and your WCC
captain), but the last overs off the innings
were not spectacular, with only 6 runs
coming from the 2 final overs. Personally I
don’t blame David Short. Others might, but
that would be beneath me.
The Steeple rematch up next, on a friendly
(to Whaddon) pitch, ably prepared by our
chief groundsman Mark Newberry,
restricted Steeple to a mere 125 all out of
22.4 overs. Very happy to announce that
James Bridges finally added some value,
with 2 wickets off his 3 overs, conceding
only 17 runs. The batting however was a
thing to behold. No, not James, he was out
cheaply again, even as opener. But
returning from Leeds Uni, Tom Nussey and
Frank Huffer put on 54 runs between them
(oh and Michael Benyan scored yet
another 32 not out). Alex Humphrey then
guided us home with an unbeaten 18, with
oodles of overs to go.
The penultimate match of the season was
against Hare Street, in Buntingford on an
enormous pitch, against whom we have the
uninspiring record of Played 17, Lost 16,
Called off 1. Needless to say the match
was a forgone conclusion, the WCC
reaching a creditable (for us) 158 all out,
with the best opening two stands of the
year between HNB Birch, Roger
Huffmeister and your beloved captain,
standing at 87 for 1. But then the rot set-in
and only George Pinner managed double
figures. The bowling was awful, only Henry
“bomber” Burgess managed a wicket.
Highlight of the game without doubt was
Henry in the deep covers being made to
run and run and run. The opposing bat
even decided to switch-hit just to keep
Henry running. Needless to say Henry was
up to the task, but he was thirsty
afterwards. Maybe one year we’ll get Hare
Street, maybe.
And the final match of the year, again a
frustrating loss to Sandon. We had so
much time to get the paltry 137 runs
required, but in a blaze of Ben Stokesesque glory (or Bob Strawbridge, take your

pick), we managed to flunk it, achieving
115 for 11 off only 23.4 overs, leaving 11.2
overs unplayed. Oh dear. The batting
highlights were Tim Vries and Jason Scott
(who only seems to score in the first and
last matches of the year). The bowling
highlight was the much improved Mark
Beamer Green, who managed to keep the
ball on the deck long enough to take 3
wickets off his 4 overs, for only 17 runs,
including one very rare and precious
maiden (which means no wides, which is
amazing in itself).
Many thanks go to Helen and Karen for
keeping the scores.
Individual season stats:












most runs: Michael Benyan 157;
best batting average: 4 players with
infinity (played once, not out once:
Peter Nussey, Cosmo Benyan, Mark
Newberry, Larry Lamb); other than
that Michael Benyan on 157 (only
out once, the miserable effort vs
Bassingbourn). Honourable mention
to Bob Strawbridge, average of 90.
most wickets Peter Haselden 8;
best bowling average Alex
Humphrey with 5.0, James Bridges
with 8.3, Frank Huffer (what?) with
8.5 and Peter Haselden with 10.8.
Jason Scott prize: best economy
bowling, 3.6 runs per over off 26
overs. Alas alack, only 1 wicket.
most catches: Roger Huffer with 3
Youth of the season: George Pinner
Most improved of the season: Olly
and Luke Townsend

Player of the season: still to be
decided…. we need a dinner to
decide that.

Which brings me to the end: so another
WCC comes to a close, a year of Covid, of
terrible loss throughout the country, of yet
another loss to Hare Street. Most sadly
there was no cricket dinner with which to
make ourselves feel better about losing so
often.
Peter Haselden

Coronavirus Community Response
With the latest Lockdown, please remember that Whaddon Parish Council is
your local Coronavirus Community Response team. Our advice, support and
medication delivery role will resume for the next month or so. Hopefully,
most people will have a supply of medication to get through most of this
period but if you are having any shopping difficulties, need advice or are
unable to get your medication, please let one of us know.
This may especially apply to those people who are judged to be
‘clinically extremely vulnerable’, who will soon be getting an advice
letter from the NHS.
If you do need support or advice, please contact one of your Parish
Councillors listed overleaf; or email the Whaddon Parish Clerk –
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com; or send an email to
coronavirus@whaddon.org
You can also pop requests and questions into the Parish Council post box on
the side of the Village Hall, which will be checked every few days.
Remember that most of the local phar macies will deliver your
medication if you need regular supplies. Orchard Surgery, Well Pharmacy
(Melbourn), Tesco, Boots, Lloyds and Bassingbourn Pharmacy all provide
this service.
Please contact your regular pharmacy or check on-line.
The pharmacies have reported that they are now very busy, so for the
next two weeks, please only collect your medication if you really need to.

Parish Council contacts:
Bridge Street and Ridgeway Close
Anita Birch – 07748 908164
Email - anitabirch1@hotmail.co.uk
Deb Townsend – 07388 033616
Email - debtownsend2007@btinternet.com
Church Street, Town Farm Close and St. Mary’s Close
Joanne Hart – 01223 208009
Email - jev7459@btinternet.com
Nigel Strudwick – 01223 207434 Email - ncs3@cam.ac.uk

Meldreth Road
Will Elbourn – 01223 208955
Email – w.elbourn@btinternet.com
Tony Milton – 01223 207105 Email – asm27@cam.ac.uk
Cardiff Place, New Farm and Old North Road
Lee Ginger - 01763 262430
Email – lee.ginger@btinternet.com

Keep well and stay safe!
Whaddon Parish Council
November 2020

