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Documents Exhibition
22nd June
In 2009 Whaddon contributed to the purchase of one of the earliest mediaeval
documents which mentions the village. The document was bought for the
Cambridgeshire Archives, together with contributions from the parishes of
Meldreth and Bassingbourn.
We have arranged that the document and other material relating to the area will
be displayed in Whaddon Village Hall on Tuesday 22 June from about 18:00 to
20:30.
Please come along and see the exhibition!

Reports

Summer events

Want to know what’s been
happening in the village?
Read the Annual Reports for the
Village Hall and Parish Council

WHADDON BUS
Take the bus from Whaddon
to Royston.
It’s free if you have an over
60’s bus pass and not too
much if you’re younger!
A Monday to Saturday
Service.
For further details see
inside.

Whaddon Hidden Gardens

20th June

Party in the Barn

2nd July

Church Fete

17th July

Village BBQ

4th Sept

Have fun with friends and family—no
travelling! Please support these village
events. All proceeds are towards village
improvements.

See details inside.

Village Hall
History of the Village
School available.
See inside.
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HIDDEN GARDENS OF WHADDON

Sunday
20 June 2010
11am until 4pm
th

EIGHT STUNNING GARDENS NEVER
BEFORE OPENED TO THE PUBLIC
£5 Entry to include tea and cake
(Children under 16 free)

Tickets available on the day from the Village Hall.
All proceeds towards the Village Hall restoration fund
RED CROSS WEEK
Thank you for your support
during this year’s Red
Cross Week which raised
£111.40
This will help us to provide
local services for the most
vulnerable people.

Village Hall available
to hire
Special rates for those within the
village - ideal for birthday parties and
most functions
Contact Wendy Evans
108, Church Street.
01223 207703
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Friday 2 July 2010

Shredded Beat & Disco
Dancing from 8 pm until Midnight

Party in
the Barn

Bar, Champagne Bar & BBQ
Tickets on sale now!
Call Anne on 01223 207555
or Carolyn on 01223 208796.

Tickets are £10 per person
(Over 18’s only).
Proceeds to be donated to the
Church Tower Fund

St Mary’s Parish Church
Whaddon Community Village BBQ

FETE

On the Recreation Ground

Saturday 4th September 2010
6.00pm for ball games
7.00pm food served
Disco, Bar & Raffle

On the Recreation
Ground and Churchyard

WHADDON
SATURDAY 17 July
To be opened by
Robin Page
(Countryman and former presenter of
BBC’s ‘One Man and his Dog’)

Adults - £6, Concessions £4
Children under 5 - Free
Get your friends and family together for a bit
of fun and help raise funds for your
Village Hall refurbishment
Please ring for tickets and info:-

Ploughman’s lunch at 12.30 pm
Fete opening at 2 pm
FREE Children’s Entertainment and
Face-painting

www.whaddon.org
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WHADDON BUS!

Take the bus from Whaddon to Royston.

It’s free if you have an over 60’s bus pass and not too much
if you’re younger!
Buses leave Whaddon (top of Bridge Street) at 08h32 and 10h12. (On
Wednesdays the existing market bus at 09h40 will run instead of this
journey).
Buses return from Royston Bus Station at 13h10 (on Wednesdays the
existing market bus at 12h30 will run instead) and at 17h10 (tell the
driver if you want to travel to Whaddon).
All buses call at Royston Station and Tesco and serve Meldreth Road in Whaddon.
They pick up and drop off anywhere on the route through the village provided it is
safe for the driver to stop.
Fares to Royston from Whaddon are £1.45 single, £2.60 return.
But it’s free if you are over 60 and hold a concessionary bus pass.
The service runs on Mondays to Saturdays and is initially for a six month trial. It
is being financially supported by Whaddon Parish Council.

WHADDON GOLF CENTRE
01223 207325
OPEN: 8.30 ‘til late
MORE THAN GOLF

BAR
COFFEE AND
SNACKS
FOOD
VILLAGE SHOP
PAPERS MILK BREAD
JUST ASK US TO ORDER
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Report of the Village Hall Management Committee 2010
The VHMC has met in November and July 2009, and in January 2010. Committee members are
Malan Peyton, Deborah Townsend, Karen Coningsby, Carol Ginger, Anne Warrack, Wendy
Evans, and myself; the Clerk attends ex-officio as the responsible officer for the PC. Terry
Allison tendered his resignation last summer; we thank him for his past efforts and will not let
him forget his interest in the hall.
The cleaner is Amy Bye; David Evans is acting as official handyman for maintenance and small
repairs to the hall. Actual repair work is being kept to a minimum due to the hope that the
refurbishment project can start soon.
Hall finance. The accounts ar e still being finalised, so these figur es ar e appr oximate, with
some payments still outstanding.
2009 overall balance

£19,952

Income from lettings
Income from fundraising (BBQ)

£2,230
£1,200
£3,430

Surplus

£1,530

2010 expected balance

£21,482

Running costs
BBQ expenses

£1,300
£600
£1,900

In the past year we have had a reasonable number of bookings, but not as many as we would
like, largely due to the state of the hall. Wendy Evans should be congratulated for her unceasing
efforts to get more use out of the hall. There are still regular bookings for kick boxers, line
dancers, and recently we have seen the development of the Peekaboo play group, which we are
anxious to encourage.
Fundraising events this past year have taken the form of the BBQ, which made a profit of nearly
£600. Our thanks are due to everyone who helped, in particular Karen Coningsby, Carol Ginger,
and Deborah Townsend. This year the BBQ is set for Saturday 4 September. There will be a
new fundraising event entitled ‘Hidden Gardens of Whaddon’ on Sunday 20 June.
An update on the hall refurbishment project will be found as part of the Chairman of the Parish
Council’s Annual report.
I would like to thank all the committee for all their unceasing efforts.
Nigel Strudwick
6 May 2010
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Whaddon Parish Council—Annual Report
The council
This year we lost the longest-serving member of the council, Mrs Clare Byatt, who had assumed the
Chairmanship after the deeply regretted death of Ted Webb. She and Martin left Whaddon after 27 years.
She is much missed, and we offer her thanks for all her work here.
As no election was requested by parishioners, the council co-opted Jennifer Lewis to fill the vacancy. In
January the council elected me as Chairman, for which I thank them, and Mrs Malan Peyton as viceChairman.

Members of the council are
I would like to thank members of the Council and the Clerk for all their effort and support over the past
Dr Nigel Strudwick
Chairman
01223 207434 3 Town Farm Close, Church Street
Ms Malan Peyton

01223 207358 Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

Mr Will Burchett

Vice-Chairman
Councillor

Mr Lee Ginger

Councillor

01223 207688 99 Meldreth Road

Mrs Jenna Lewis

Councillor

01223 208500 20 Bridge Street

Mr Philip Neale

Councillor

01223 207706 104 Bridge Street, Dyers Green

Mr Chris Rose

Councillor

01223 207174 136 Church Street

Mrs Gabby Van
Poortvliet
Mrs Linda Oliver

Clerk/ Finance Officer

Mr Nigel Cathcart

District Councillor

01223 208450 134 Bridge Street, Dyers Green
Whaddonpcclerk@yahoo.co.uk
01767 650430 Cambs CC, Members Service,
Shire Hall, Cambridge CB3 OAP
01763 243637 68 Spring Lane, Bassingbourn

Mr David McCraith

District Councillor

County Councillor

01223 208897 7 Bridge Street

01763 248249 Mulberry House, 104 North End,
Bassingbourn

year. Parishioners will have noted that the PC agenda over the last year has become more detailed and
lengthy, and certain new items have appeared, and some older ones disappeared. This is to bring us into
line with “best practice” within local government, so that parishioners know what is being discussed in
advance and can make their views known. I wish to thank the council for their co-operation.

Our clerk is continuing her work towards the Certificate in Local Council Administration. It has become
clear that councillors need more awareness and training, and we are presently organising appropriate
courses for all of us.
Finance
The accounts for the year are presently being prepared, and will be placed on the village web site in due
course. The following is a very basic summary:
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Income for the year
Expenditure
Surplus

£51,052
£48,225
£2,827

Next year’s precept was set at the same level as that for last year, £15,950. The non-recurring items for
which we are allowing is part of the cost of the bus service trial, and also a sum of £3,100 to explore
speed reducing measures in the village. Despite the precept being unchanged, everyone’s contribution to
the Whaddon Precept has increased by 4%. This is due to fewer houses than last year in the tax base,
caused by a reduction in the number of rental properties in Cardiff Place.
Activities and achievements in the last 12 months

Bus service: Bus 127 has at last been diverted thr ough Whaddon for two r etur n jour neys a day.
This is due to the joint efforts of the PC, particularly Lee Ginger, and Cambridgeshire County Council.
The PC is funding the service for an experimental period of 6 months, and we hope the usage figures
allow it to continue.
Trees: A final tr ee (an elm) was added to the r oad side of the Recr eation Gr ound.
Parish Paths Partnership: The last of the RADAR gates has been installed. A volunteer day was
arranged for work in February on the bridleways and wooded areas near Whaddon Gap. The village has
a sum of £700 left over from previous grants and it is planned to use half this to support further work on
the adjacent area to the permissive bridleways. Phil Neale is thanked for overseeing this scheme.
Design Statement: All Par ishioner s will have r eceived a copy of the Design Statement, which was
adopted with minor modifications in February 2010. The adopted version is on the village web site. I
would like to thank the group who compiled the document: David Grech, Claire Sime, Phil Neale, Chris
Coningsby & Sandra Stephenson.
Planning: The planning committee meets as and when it is needed to handle planning applications;
the system is still bedding in, and procedures are being sorted out.
Traveller sites: SCDC’s plan to add two pitches to the site in the village on the A1198 has been
approved by the council in consultation with the residents of the site. The PC has been maintaining a
watching brief on the ongoing situation with regard to Bassingbourn, and has offered its support to
Bassingbourn PC in their dealings. The whole provision for such sites in South Cambridgeshire is again
being reviewed.
Mediaeval document: At the suggestion of the county ar chivist, the PC, along with Meldr eth and
Bassingbourn PCs, contributed to the purchase of a land transfer document relating to the three parishes
from 1438. Plans are to arrange a showing of the document in the hall, perhaps in late June.
Litter picking was conducted in the cour se of the year , and ever yone is ver y good at co-operating to
keep the village clean. A Maintenance Schedule has been adopted for the village; David Evans has taken
over as Handyman, for both the PC and the Hall. Phone box at Ridgeway Close: having adopted it, the
running costs have turned out to be much higher than we were told. BT have agreed to take over the
running costs for five years, while reserving the right to disconnect the power if needs be.
Progress towards “Quality Status”. The purpose of gaining this status for the PC would be to prove to
electors and to higher authorities that we are properly run. Most of the criteria required are already being
met by the PC—no further action can be taken on this until the Clerk completes her course, as one of the
requirements is a qualified clerk. The PC will consider the matter later in 2010.
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Hall refurbishment: This time last year , the situation was that plans had been appr oved by SCDC,
and we were moving to setting up the appropriate facility to be able to raise the considerable sums
(> £300,000) to refurbish the building. At the time of the last report, the PC had agreed to move down
the line of setting up a Charitable Trust to run the hall, with the hall being leased to the Trust.
The Community Facilities Audit of halls places Whaddon Village Hall as one of three in the district most
in need of improvement. The PC has already applied for one of the few applicable grants, that from the
SCDC Community Facility Grant Fund. We are optimistic about the District Council’s response.
This time a year ago I began the process of putting together a Trust which fits the rules of the Charity
Commission. I have identified potential trustees from both user groups and other interested persons. The
land of the hall and recreation ground needed to be registered before any lease can be entered into, and
this process was undertaken by the Clerk and completed in the Summer of 2009.
Since then things have rather ground to a halt over various legal issues. The core issue has been one of
‘Asset Disposal’: in the legal terms of the Local Government Act a long lease counts as a disposal. This
means we have to take other measures to comply with the act—disposals are permitted where they are
for the social welfare of the community, and we can make that decision ourselves so long as the value is
less than £2 million, Thus we need to get a professional valuation; once this is done, we can satisfy the
legal advisors, and then get on with setting up the Trust, setting up the lease, and fundraising.
Thanks to everyone involved in this, particularly Lee Ginger and Andrew Buchanan who were
instrumental in getting the application submitted to SCDC, and who I very much hope will take on the
central roles in the forthcoming fundraising.
Affordable homes: A planning application was submitted by the Bedfor d Pilgr ims Housing
Association to SCDC last summer for the scheme at Church Corner, and it was scheduled for
consideration at the SCDC Planning Committee meeting early in September. It was clear that the
planners had a number of objections, both in terms of the detail and of the general setting. The
application was subsequently withdrawn.
Since that time BPHA have been trying to resolve these various planning issues, and it is hoped that soon
another planning application will be submitted. We have been advised that the SCDC Planning
Committee can overrule negative recommendations of the planning officers, and we have had
discussions on how we might persuade the committee to do this. We intend to show that we have tried all
possible sites in the village and that this is the only one available. We also need to muster support from
the village and ensure our District Councillors are on-side.
The other thing we are working on is a section 106 agreement designed to ensure that the priority for
local persons for these new houses is assured..

Nigel Strudwick
6 May 2010
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Verges and parking in Whaddon
Obstructions on verges

Following the April Parish Council meeting, I have been asked to attempt to clarify the position about
objects being placed on roadside verges in the village.
Some concern has been expressed that such items put out by householders might obstruct the passage
of larger vehicles. The County and District Councils and major utilities are normally insured against
damage caused as a result of contact with one of their items on a verge or path (e.g. a telephone pole),
but if the same were to happen from an item placed there by a householder, that householder would be
liable in the event of a claim. Most verges in the village have been adopted by the councils, while others may be part of the land belonging to the property in question; however, in either case, liability for
obstructions placed on these verges by the householder rests firmly with the householder. The Parish
Council asks villagers to be aware of this and to consider whether such obstructions are necessary.
Parking on pavements
We would ask that residents respect the fact that pavements are for pedestrians and ask that vehicles not
be parked on pavements so as to block them for those on foot, particularly those with push-chairs and
wheelchairs. As far as we are aware, there are no regulations regarding pavement parking in nonmetropolitan areas, but we would ask that everyone give due consideration to the rights of pedestrians.
Nigel Strudwick

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
14th June

Parish Council

20th June

Whaddon Hidden Gardens

22nd June

Documents Exhibition

2nd July

Party in the Barn

12th July

Parish Council

17th July

Church Fete

18th August Newsletter Deadline
4th Sept

Village BBQ

13th Sept

Parish Council

20th Nov

Village Quiz

Whaddon Quiz Night
In the Village Hall
on
Saturday 20th November 2010
7.30 pm start
Teams of 4 - 8
£5 per person
Ploughman’s provided
Please bring your own drinks
Raffle
Please ring for tickets and info:Wendy Evans
Deborah Townsend
Karen Coningsby
Carol Ginger
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C
C
C
C

207703
208038
207514
207688

June 2010

WHADDON NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Whaddon remains relatively crime free and most of our
adjacent villages have seen continuing improvements
with reduced anti-social behaviour problems and lower
overall crime figures. The police recorded a violent
crime in Whaddon in March. Details are unknown but
the incident was a domestic matter. Beyond this nothing
of significance involving the police has happened in the
village in the past quarter.
Local Incidents: On mor e gener al matter s, the police
have reported a telephone scam being operated in the
local area. Twelve residents from local villages have
phoned the police after receiving a call from a company
advising them that they are due a refund of bank charges
in the region of £600. The caller then proceeds to ask
for personal information including bank details and the
date of birth of the householder. The phone number of
the company is usually withheld and when challenged,
the caller hangs up. As most of you will know, a reputable bank will never ask for personal bank details so
please be on your guard.
There have also been a number of thefts from vehicles
whilst parked at churches in Haslingfield and Babraham,
at the village hall at Harston, at Wimpole Hall car park,
at Fowlmere Nature Reserve and along the high street in
Melbourn. As always secure your car and keep valuable
items out of view.
PCSO Departing: It is with disappointment that we
learn of the planned departure of PCSO John Coppard in
mid-June. John is to exchange his post with PCSO
James Lynch at Fulbourn. John has been an excellent
PCSO in this district for some 2 ½ years taking a genuine interest in the local villages and making a real impact
on those spots that have had anti-social behaviour problems. With our Beat PC Rachel Mallender on light duties
and then maternity leave, John along with PCSO Lynd-

say Gardiner has made a difference at a time when
PCSOs as a group have been receiving unwarranted negative publicity.
Bassingbourn/Melbourn Neighbourhood Panel Meeting: The next quar ter ly policing panel meeting is at
7.30 – 9.00pm on Tuesday 20 July at Bassingbourn Village College. Come along and hear directly from the
police on local policing issues and incidents and take the
opportunity to offer your views on the policing priorities
you would like to see for the village over the following
three months. Whaddon is always represented by some
of the neighbourhood watch team on behalf of the parish
council but it would be a pleasure to see others from the
village.
E-Cops Reporting: If you would like to r eceive ECops reports (police e-mail messages on matters normally associated with crime), go to
http://
www.cambs.police.uk/ ,click on the E-Cops ad on the
left of the web-site and complete the request to subscribe. You will then receive police email messages relevant to this neighbourhood and, if you wish, you are able
to respond speedily back to our Neighbourhood Policing
Team (NPT).
Incident Reporting: Please remember – dial 999 to
report a crime actually happening or when lives are at
risk and for a non-emergency matter call
0345 456 456 4. If you report an incident to the police
would you also let your neighbourhood watch
coordinator know so that we can keep in touch with
incidents in the village.

Neighbourhood Watch Team
Mike Monks
Malan Peyton
Coordinators:
Anne Brandon
Karen Coningsby
Carole Aldred
Wendy Evans
Maria Mould
Andrew Townsend
Geoff Lane
Mike Monks
Malan Peyton
Local law enforcement:
Inspector Chris Savage
Sgt Rebecca Williams
NPT:
PC Rachel Mallender
John Coppard /James Lynch
Lyndsay Gardiner

Whaddon Village Coordinator
Dep Cluster Coordinator
Parish Council NW Rep

58 Bridge Street
Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

C208236
C207358

Lower Meldreth Road
Upper Meldreth Road/
Church Corner
Church Street/Town Farm Close
Church Street/Town Farm Close
Lower Bridge St/Ridgeway Close
“
“
Upper Bridge Street (38-72)
Upper Bridge Street ( “ )
Dyers Green

132 Meldreth Road
17 Church Street

C207347
C207514

104 Church Street
108 Church Street
39 Bridge Street
36 Bridge Street
52 Bridge Street
58 Bridge Street
Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

C208147
C207703
C207231
C208038
C208540
C208236
C207358

Sawston Sector Inspector
Sawston Sector Sergeant
Neighbourhood Policing Constable (PCSO)
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)
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SPEEDWATCH & SPEEDING IN WHADDON
After a very unpleasant winter in which a combination of short daylight hours, icy roads and cold
weather discouraged the hardy Whaddon Speedwatch team from deploying we are now back in
operation.
A reminder that Speedwatch started in Whaddon in late March 2009 and by the end of 2009 our results
were as follows:
Total vehicles recorded Overall total exceeding 43 mph

Total exceeding 47 mph
(letter from the police)
4381
657 (15%)
288 (7%)
of which 8 exceeded 60 mph
With 2010 underway, we are adding to these figures on a near weekly basis and while it may be
premature to make any definitive assessment there is no doubt that vehicle speeds, when compared to the
same period last year, are slower and the numbers exceeding the 40mph limit have been reducing. It
would be encouraging to think that Speedwatch has been the reason but, for the moment, the jury is out.
The full Speedwatch results since we started are available on the village website under the
“neighbourhood watch” menu listing.
For your interest and information the following local villages work with us and use the same piece of
equipment: Arrington, Bassingbourn, Haslingfield, Harlton, Harston, Hatley, Great Chishill, Meldreth
and Wimpole.
Please remember - Speedwatch is not being used in Whaddon to frustrate and irritate motorists – we have
clear objectives: first, to educate motorists when they are exceeding our speed limit and encourage them
to keep their speed down. Second, to build a database to help support a case for physical speed reduction
measures (not speed bumps and the like!) with the ultimate aim of a change in the speed limit to 30mph.
However, faced with all the problems of local authority finances we already see considerable difficulties
in obtaining external funding and are considering at Parish Council level, what might be achieved in the
near term. Meanwhile, Speedwatch will continue………………

WANTED- VOLUNTEERS
This is the third time of pleading without success so far: if excessive speeding in Whaddon concerns
you then don’t just complain – do something about it and join the Speedwatch team. We need two
volunteers to help. There is nobody in the current team from Meldreth Road and yet that is the area
we monitor most frequently! We want to add to the team and are asking for additional help for no
more than one/two hours a week and probably less. If you have free time during the week and would
you like to join the team (training will be given), please contact Mike Monks on 208236.

CHILDREN’S HOSPICE FUND

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Deadline for the next newsletter will
be 15th August 2010. Items of
village interest are always welcome.
Contact: Joan Pascoe C. 208062
joanpascoe@aol.com

ANTIQUES FAIR
Orwell Village Hall
Sunday 26 September
10 am—4.00 pm
Admission £1
(Early entry 9.30 am—£2)

www.whaddon.org

June 2010

Fast Broadband
You may have seen in the media reports of a broadband solution installed in Lyddington in Rutland
whereby it has been possible to increase broadband speeds in that village in excess of 20mbs. This has
been done by running a fibre-optic cable to a cabinet in the village, to which the existing copper cables
carrying signals to the house are connected. Copper cables are the principal cause of the drop-off in quality the greater the distance from where they join the existing fibre network, and by shortening the distance over copper, speeds can be dramatically improved. See also http://www.relayrutlandtelecom.co.uk/
Whaddon is in a very similar position to Lyddington, at least 3.6 km from the nearest exchange. Those in
the centre of the village can get a maximum of about 2mbs but those at the edges see a marked deterioration in speed and reliability. More and more services (e.g. video) are requiring faster speeds, but in rural
areas the first requirement is for a better basic service which is never likely to come over the existing
copper wires.
The question will be asked, what is BT doing? Andrew Lansley and Linda Oliver have been holding discussions with BT about improving rural provision, and the recent answer was that there is no economic
case for them to do it. Following BT’s recent profit, the media is carrying reports (http://www.ft.com/
cms/s/0/e547dec2-5a14-11df-acdc-00144feab49a.html) that the company is planning to expand its fast
broadband coverage (using similar technology to that above) from 40% to 66% of the UK by 2015. The
likelihood is that this will be concentrated on the easier and more profitable areas, which tends to exclude
the longer, more awkward and thus more expensive cable runs in rural areas.
The Parish Council or a group of interested villagers are considering funding a feasibility study to see
what could be done in Whaddon. We would be grateful if anyone who might be interested in this project
to contact me.
Nigel Strudwick
ncs3@cam.ac.uk; 01223 207434
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