
 

March 2005 

 
 
 

CHURCH  SERVICE 
 

With our new Vicar 
 

DONALD  McFADYEN 
 

An Easter Service of  
Holy Communion 

 
 

Sunday 27 march 
 

9.15am  
 

in St Mary’s Church 
 
 

 &   
 

EASTER  EGG  HUNT 
 

Calling all children 
 

Come to church on Easter Morning 
 

Sunday 27 March at 9.15 am 
 

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt 
in the Churchyard after the service 

 
ALL WELCOME 

EASTER DAY 
 

Coffee Morning  
 

In the church 
 

Saturday 23 April 

(St George’s Day) 
 

10.00 am 
 

St Mary’s, Whaddon 
 

All Welcome  

Whaddon Whitsun Weekend 
2005 

 

Saturday 14 May 
 

Folk evening in the Village Hall from 8 pm 
 

Ceilidh dancing 
folk singing 

folk music session 
 
 
 

 

Sunday 15 May 
 

Procession through the village 
 

For further details see inside. 
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WELCOME! 
 
The Licensing of Reverend Donald McFadyen took place on Tuesday 8 February 
at St Mary’s, Whaddon. Almost exactly a year after we said goodbye to John and 
Vicki Armstrong, the Parochial Church Councils of Bassingbourn and Whaddon 
have selected our new Vicar. In this case, Donald has been licensed as Priest-in-
charge. The difference in name is only technical and the special service, held in 
the packed church, was full of dignity, tradition and celebration. 
 

 After a welcome from church people, representatives from the local 
community also welcomed Donald, since his role as Anglican parish priest is not 
only to nurture the faithful, but also to care for the whole community. 
 

 St Mary’s PCC looks forward to you all getting to know Donald, his wife, 
Melanie and their family over the next weeks. We are sure that you will have this 
opportunity even though we have to adjust to only having our Priest part time! 
Donald’s post is only half-time for Bassingbourn and Whaddon together.  
 

 Both our two parishes have enjoyed significant growth in church attendance 
in the past few years and have community at heart. We were looking for a person 
with strong leadership and pastoral skills to encourage 
more growth and enable more people to come to know 
Jesus and in Donald, we are sure that we have found 
the right person. 
 

St Mary’s PCC 
 
 

ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH 

A few words from the Reverend Donald McFadyen: 
 

I’m thrilled to be able to write to you as your new ‘Vicar’, and really look forward to 
meeting you, around the village or at church, and getting to know you. To give you a bit 
of a head start, let me tell you something about me. I’m married to Melanie, and have 
four children, ages ranging from 15 to 5. Although we started married life in London we 
moved to Cambridgeshire 8 years ago, and feel very at home in this rural community. (To 
celebrate coming to live here we’ve just invested in half a dozen chickens.) At Christmas 
I finished a term as acting chaplain at Sidney Sussex College in Cambridge, where I’ve 
also been doing some research. I love music, and play drums in a jazz sextet. 
 

My hope for the church here is that it will play its part to the full in developing the 
community life of Whaddon. If you’ve not yet had much to do with the church can I 
encourage you to give it a try? Easter is coming up, and on Easter Sunday we’re having 
a service at which you’d be really welcome, and which we’re trying very hard to make 
accessible for all ages. The egg hunt afterwards may have some appeal too….. 
 

Look forward to meeting you, 
 

Donald. 
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During Holy Week: 
 

Monday 21 March to  
Good Friday 

 

 

The church will be open from 7pm with 
a short service from 7.30pm. 
 
Just pop in for a moment of quiet 
reflection, in preparation for 
celebration at Easter 
 

ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH 

SERVICES 
 
From March Service times will be: 
 
First Sunday  9.15am Morning Prayer 
 
Second Sunday 9.15am Communion 
 
Third Sunday  6.00pm every month 
           Holy Communion 
 
Fourth Sunday  10.00am Family 
 

Fifth Sunday  9.15am Communion  
 
 

After Easter don’t forget …. 
The regular Family Services at 10am 

on the last Sundays of the month 
24 April, 22 May, 26 June 

 

Coffee Morning  
 

Saturday 23 April 
(St George’s Day) 

 

10 am in the Church 
 

All Welcome 

Saturday 7th May 
 starting 7:30pm 

 

Helen Shapiro Gospel Outreach at 
St Peter & St Paul's Church 

Bassingbourn,  
where Helen will be sharing her faith 

in word and song.  
 

Tickets £5=00 per person.  
Contact 01763 244714.  

 

Tickets also available from  
Tony Gardner 29 Bridge Street. 

  

EASTER DAY 
 

Sunday 27 March 
 

CHURCH SERVICE 
 

9.15am in St Mary’s Church 
 

Followed by 
 

EASTER  EGG  HUNT 
ALL WELCOME 

 

A note for your Diaries: 

 
Whaddon Church Fete is 

on 16 July 2005 
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Welcome  to Andrew and 
Deborah who have moved back 

to Bridge Street with their two sons 
Oliver and Luke. 
 

WELCOME TO WHADDON 

TSUNAMI APPEAL 
 

The January Quiz night at 
Whaddon Golf Centre raised 
£120.00 for the above fund. 
 
The quiz nights are held every 
month during the winter season and 
prove to be very popular. 

ANIMAL CRACKERS 
 

A reminder that Animal Crackers will be held on  
Sunday 12 June, 11am – 4pm.  
 

Event planning is well under way and we will once again be looking for lots of help 
from villagers to make the event a great success.    
 

If you would like to help out then please let us know.  All offers of help to set up, 
run stalls, deliver leaflets etc will be appreciated, no matter how small the 
commitment.   
 

Please call Ken & Di Charles for more information on C. 207213.  
 

 

 
 
 

SATURDAY 14 MAY 
 

Folk evening in the Village Hall from 
8 pm 

 

Ceilidh dancing 
folk singing 

folk music session 
 

If you enjoy dancing, come and join us. If 
you have an accordion or a penny whistle  
waiting to be played, dust it down and 
come along. No experience is necessary.  

 

Refreshments will be provided. 
 

For more information, contact Helen 
Strudwick 
telephone: 207434; email: 
hms12@cam.ac.uk 

 
 
     

 

SUNDAY 15 MAY 
 

Procession through the village 
 

This will be your first chance to hear the 
Whaddon Whitsun Song for many years. 

 
The procession will be accompanied by 

morris dancers from far and wide. 
 

Details of the route of the procession and 
the timings will be circulated closer to the 
date, so you can plan where to meet it. 

 
 
 

 

 

WHADDON WHITSUN WEEKEND 2005 
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Petersfield School, Orwell – 
forthcoming events: 
 

 Quiz Evening:  
 Saturday 19th March, 7.00pm for 
 7.30pm start.   Includes fish & chip 
 supper and licensed bar.  Tickets are 
 £6 per person and are available In 
 advance from the school office 
 (call 207382). 
  
 Car Boot sale:   
 Saturday 14th May in the morning.    
 £5 per pitch.  Barbeque & bouncy 
 castle.   See village notice boards for 
 details  nearer the time.  Start 
 clearing out the attic! 
 

 Summer Fete:  
 25 June.  This year’s theme will be 
 ‘Marvellous Machines’.  The school 
 is looking for any unusual machines to 
 display on the day.  If you have an 
 unusual machine (Sinclair C5, 10 
 tonne truck, etc) and would be 
 prepared to bring it along for the 
 children to see, we would be 
 interested to hear from you!  Contact 
 Anne Newberry on 207555. 

Compost for Cambridgeshire! 
 

The Cambridgeshire Master Composter Programme is recruiting more volunteers this year! 
 

The Programme is run by HDRA Consultants in conjunction with Cambridgeshire County Council 
and all District Councils. Now in its fourth year, the Programme aims to promote home and com-
munity composting by training volunteers to work as Master Composters. Volunteers are required 
to provide a network of local, friendly advice and support to people who already compost and 
those who want to start. 
 

If you have an interest in environmental issues, enjoy encouraging other people and have a little 
time to spare, why not join our friendly network of volunteers in promoting home composting? 
 

Anyone over the age of 18 can become a Master Composter; you don’t need to be an exper t 
composter (or be composting at all) or have any community group experience. 
 

As a volunteer you will receive training in home composting and related environmental issues. All 
training expenses will be paid for; you only need to provide your time. Once the training has been 
completed, you will be expected to spend 30 hours over the following year promoting home com-
posting. Upon completion of the training and 30 volunteer hours you will be awarded the title 
Master Composter and be invited to receive your certificate at an award ceremony. 
 

For further details please contact  
 Penny Holmes     email pholmes@hdra.org.uk 
 HDRA Consultants    tel  02476 308202 
 Ryton Organic Gardens    fax 02476 308225 
 Coventry  CV8 3LG 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

21st March  Parish Council 
 
27th March  Easter Day Service 
 
18th April  Parish Council 
 
23rd April  Coffee Morning 
 
7th May  Helen Shapiro Gospel 
   Outreach 
 
14/15th May  Whaddon Whitsun 
   Weekend. 
 
16th May  Parish Council 
 
12th June  Animal Crackers 
 
20th June  Parish Council 
 
2nd July  Village Barbecue 
 
16th July  Church Fete 
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DEADLINE 

 
 

 

Deadline for the next newsletter 

will be 16th May 2005. This will 

ensure that all summer events will 

be publicised in good time. 

 

 

Contact Joan Pascoe C. 208062 

 

NEED A VENUE FOR A PARTY  
OR FAMILY EVENT? 

 

WHADDON VILLAGE HALL IS  
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE. 

 
CONTACT: 
Wendy Paton 
108, Church Street 
01223 207703 

WHADDON VILLAGE HALL 

Police: 

Cambridge……………....…01223 358966 

Huntingdon…………….…...01480 456111 
 

C.A.B. …………………..….…01763 238020 
 

Hospital: 

Addenbrooke’s ………….…01223 245151 

Royston………………..….…  01763 242134 
 

Services: 

Cambridge Water………….01223 706090 

Anglian Water ………………08457 145145 

Electricity Emergency…….. 0800 7838838 
 

Transport: 

National Rail …..……...……..0845 484950 

Stagecoach ………...………01223 423578 

Council: 

Housing repairs …………..….0800 0851313 

Pest control …………………..01223 443145 

Refuse collection ………...…01223 235468 

Councillors: 

County : 

Anthony Milton..……………..01223 207105 
 

District : 

Nigel Cathcart……………….01763 243637 

David McCraith ……………. 01763 248249 
 

Parish:  

Ted Webb...………….01223 207564 
 

Doctor: 

Orchard Surgery Melbourn. 01763 260220 

Royston Health Centre …….01763 242981 

 
Village Hall Booking: 

Wendy Paton ………………01223 207703 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

An ‘ESSE’ntial Night Out 
Ladies! 
 

You are invited to attend a Fashion Party to be held at ‘Esse’ Sheene Mill Retail & Therapy 
in Melbourn on Friday 15 April at 8pm.  The evening is being held to raise funds for the Chil-
dren’s Liver Disease Foundation.  You will be able to relax and enjoy a glass of wine whilst 
taking time to look around the shop and the beauty spa.  Some of the outfits on sale will be 
modelled during the evening.  There is no obligation to buy, however, Sally Woodman has 
kindly agreed to donate a percentage of sales of clothing, accessories and beauty products 
to the CLDF. We are asking for a donation of £5 per ticket, which will be given entirely to the 
CLDF.  Entrance will include a glass of wine, nibbles and a very civilised ladies night out! 
 

Tickets available from Anne Newberry on C 207555 or Helen Slater on 01763 242963. 
 

The Children’s Liver Disease Foundation is a registered charity (no. 1067331) raising funds to support 
children with serious liver disease and their families.  It is the main source of funding for research 

into this life threatening condition.  CLDF is celebrating 25 years in 2005, 25 years of fighting to 
stamp out childhood liver disease. Significant knowledge today can be attributed to work funded by 

CLDF. 



 

March 2005 

Following the survey on the future of the Village 
Hall back in the Autumn, discussions have 
focussed on what to do with the hall now to 
ensure that it is a safe building and meets 
current legislation requirements. The safety 
work on the chimney has now been completed 
and the Management Committee are dealing 
with other requirements, such as the risk 
assessment. A package of agricultural land 
adjacent to the old Methodist chapel has been 
offered for sale to the Council, as a possible site 
for a new village hall and sports field. It has also 
been agreed to put the village hall on the market 
to ascertain its true value. The Development 
Committee cannot move forward with regard to 
funding of a new hall or purchase of land until 
this value is known. A planning application has 
now been lodged for a change of use to enable 
this process to begin. 
          *  
Plans for a development of six low cost houses 
together with photographs illustrating possible 
styles have been received form the Bedford 
Pilgrims Housing Association. The Council have 
studied the plans and will pass back comments 
to the Association. It has been agreed that the 
best site for the development is at Church End 
corner. A public meeting is planned with the 
Association to enable parishioners to look at 
and discuss options for the site. The Council 
reminds anyone who has an interest for housing 
in the scheme, must put their name on the 
Council Housing List. 
          *   
Road drainage around the village has been 
on every agenda over the Winter months. The 
ditches at Church End corner have been dug 
out and the drain in the area has been pressure 
hosed. The drainage at the top end of Bridge St. 
has been improved by placing a channel across 
the road. A second channel was not thought 
necessary. Despite recent work on the 
persistent overflowing drain opposite Ridgeway 
Close bus shelter, the problem has still not been 
solved. A further letter will be sent to Cambridge 
Water to ensure that they know the problem still 
exists. 
          * 
The area around the Village fountain will be 
planted by ‘Wild Flower Growers’ sometime in 
early Spring. Work was completed on the 
fountain and currently it is flowing well. If more 
flow is required from the pump, compressed air 
can be used to remove any blockage caused by 
silt. 

The village precept for 2005/2006 has been set 
at £7,500. The Council will be looking into 
replacing the bus shelter at Ridgeway Close, 
during 2005/2006. The refurbishment of the 
village sign will be funded from the Reserve 
Account. Recent correspondence has indicated 
that the number of houses to be used for the 
precept has been revised to 212 and not the 
original stated figure of 228. This now means 
that we will receive less money in 2005, than 
originally planned for. 
          * 
Byway 22 which leads from the end of 
Bridge Street into the adjoining parish has been 
causing concern around the village because of 
the removal of much of the adjacent vegetation 
and also its overuse by motor vehicles. The 
track has become a quagmire of mud and can 
no longer be enjoyed as a quiet country lane. 
Both Whaddon and Bassingbourn-cum-
Kneesworth Parish Councils are working 
together to find a solution to improve the byway 
and its use. 
          * 
The safety of the Bridge Street/Church Street 
junction has been discussed with Highways 
Department, and various ideas put forward with 
a view to make the junction safer for motorists. 
Even though one suggestion for a ‘kink’ in the 
road to encourage drivers to slow down was 
agreed as a good option, Highways will not do 
the work in the current year as no money is 
available. The scope of the work will be 
investigated for next year. 
 
It is also believed that we are unlikely to get a 
30 mph limit through the village in the near 
future, as most schemes are costly, and 
therefore only a limited number can be 
completed each year. 
          * 
The Council is pressing ahead with the design 
and setting up of a Whaddon Village Web-site. 
The launch of this will be tied-in with the 
purchase of new computer equipment and 
software for the Clerk to Council. 
           
               * 
   
Remember that Whaddon Parish Council open 
meetings take place every 3

rd
 Monday in the 

month. Check those notice boards for 
agendas and minutes. 
 
 

Whaddon Parish Council News—some recent items 
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Parish Council 
 

In June 2003 following an extensive period of consultation, the office of the Deputy Prime Minister 
published a document headed ‘The Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme’. Its aim in England is 
to enable Parish Councils to work more closely with others in the delivery of local services and to 
better represent their local needs. Its principle aim is to provide a benchmark minimum standards for 
Parish and Town Councils across the country. The Government wants local Councils to show their 
residents that they are capable of operating in an ethical way and that they are able to represent their 
interests effectively. 
 

To obtain quality the Council must submit an application form, together with supporting evidence to 
the local Accreditation Panel. The quality status criteria requires the council to show that it is repre-
sentative of the whole community, communicates with its residents and is properly managed and 
responsible. There are 7 mandatory tests to complete. 
 

Whaddon Parish Council has applied for Quality Status. Our Clerk, Mrs Yvonne Albery, has started 
the process in obtaining ‘The certificate in Local Administration’ awarded by the University of 
Gloucestershire. Secondly a Committee of 6 parishioners along with 2 Councillors has been set up to 
produce what is called ‘A Village Plan’. The Village Plan will be a document assessing the current 
and suggested future requirements of the village. The Parish Council is already meeting many of the 
mandatory and discretionary requirements of the Quality Criteria Status. We will keep you updated. 
 

The Council has embarked on an ambitious programme for the coming year 2005/2006. Foremost in 
the programme is the provision of Affordable Homes for Whaddon Families. It is vitally important 
that would-be applicants for the homes get their names now on the District Councils Housing List. 
The Village Hall will be energetically pursued, Replacement Bus Shelter at the top end of Bridge 
Street, and improving the road junction top end of Bridge Street/Leyhill Farm area. The Criteria re-
quirements for Quality parish Council status and the Village Plan will all be pursued with vigour. 
 

EJ Webb 
Chairman 
 
 

Whaddon Parish Councillors  
  
Mr E J Webb          Chairman          01223 207564     42 Bridge Street 
Mrs C Byatt            V-Chairman 01223 207429     Turpins Farmhouse, Church Street 
Ms M Goddard       Councillor         01223 207358     Ermine Farm, Dyers Green 
Mr P Neale             Councillor         01223 207706     104 Bridge Street, Dyers Green 
Mr N Strudwick      Councillor 01223 207434     3 Town Farm Close, Church Street 
Prof. A Milton        Councillor 01223 207105     Chestnut Tree Farm, Meldreth Road 
Mr C Fisher            Councillor         01223 208947      27 Bridge Street 
Mrs Y Albery         Clerk                 01223 207458     112 Meldreth Road 

Recently several Parishioners have complained 
that dog owners as well as visitors are not 
removing their dogs’ faeces and disposing of 
them safely when walking their dogs through the 
village and on the Public Rights of Ways. Quite 
often these faeces are left on verges opposite 
dwellings. Apart from being unsightly and 
disgustingly smelly if trodden in, they can also 
cause permanent blindness especially to young 
children. There are now more children in the 
village than there has been for many years. It is 
an offence in law not to remove faeces and to 
dispose of them safely, the penalty being a fine of 

upwards of £100. Most dog owners are 
responsible people; there are also those owners 
who don’t care.  
 

Advice will be sought on what can be done legally 
to encourage those who don’t care to change 
their ways. The real answer is for everyone who 
walks dogs to be more ‘Community Spirited’ and 
to clean up behind their dogs at all times. 
 

Please help. 
TW 

Dog walkers and owners. 
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