USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Citizens Advice:
Cambridge

03448 487979

Royston

03444 111444

Councillors:
County: Susan van de Ven

07905 325574

District: Jose Hales

01763 221058

Doctors:
Orchard Surgery, Melbourn

01763 260220

The Health Centre, Royston

01763 242981

Market Hill Surgery, Royston

01763 848244

Roysia Surgery, Royston

01763 243166

Hospital:
Addenbrooke’s Hospital

01223 245151

Police:
Non emergency Number

101

Samaritans:

01223 364455 (charges)
116 123 (free)

Transport:
National Rail Enquiries

03457 484950

Stagecoach East

01223 433250

National Express Coaches

0871 781 8181

Utilities:
Anglian Water

03457 145145

Cambridge Water Company

01223 706050

Electricity Emergency & Supply Loss

08007 838838

Vets:
Melbourne Veterinary Surgery

01763 262696

Royston Veterinary Surgery

01763 242221

WHADDON NEWS ADVERTISING RATES
Half page advert for one issue
£12.50
Half page advert for one year (4 issues)
Other options may be available on request.
Contact Angela Bridges, the Parish Clerk:
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com

£40.00

September 2020
www.whaddon.org

Bin Collection Dates

LIST OF PARISH COUNCILLORS

Thurs 3 Sept

Blue/green

Wed 21 Oct

Black

Wed 9 Sept

Black

Wed 28 Oct

Blue/green

Wed 16 Sept

Blue/green

Wed 4 Nov

Wed 23 Sept

Black

Wed 30 Sept

07850 lee.ginger@btinternet.com
252015 14 Carlton Rise, Melbourn SG8 6BZ

Mr Lee Ginger

Chair

Black

Dr Nigel Strudwick

Vice Chair

C 207434 3 Town Farm Close

Wed 11 Nov

Blue/green

Mr Will Elbourn

Councillor

C 208955 College Farm, Church Street

Blue/green

Wed 18 Nov

Black

Prof. Tony Milton

Councillor

C 207105 Chestnut Tree Farm, Meldreth Road

Wed 7 Oct

Black

Wed 25 Nov

Blue/green

Anita Birch

Councillor

Wed 14 Oct

Blue/green

Wed 2 Dec

Black

07748
68 Bridge Street
908164

Joanne Vries

Councillor

C208009 108 Church Street

Vacancy

Councillor

Mrs Angela Bridges

Clerk/
Finance Officer

Village Hall hire

NEWSLETTER

Special rates for those within the
village - ideal for birthday parties
and most functions.
Village Rate:

£7 per hour

Non-village Rate:

£11 per hour

Please contact:
whaddonvhrgt@gmail.com

The deadline for the next
newsletter is November 14th
Once again items of village
interest are always welcome.
Joan Pascoe C208062
joanpascoe@aol.com

01223 207325
www.whaddongolfcentre.co.uk
9.00 til late

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TEAM
Malan Peyton

Whaddon Village Coordinator

Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

C 207358

Karen Coningsby

Meldreth Road/Church Corner

17 Church Street

C 207514

Carole Aldred

Church Street/Town Farm Close/
St Mary’s Close

104 Church Street

C 208147

Maria Mould

Lower Bridge Street/Ridgeway Close 39 Bridge Street

C 207231

Helen Smith

Upper Bridge Street

9 Bridge Street

C 207631

Malan Peyton

Dyers Green

Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

C 207358

Local Enforcement:
Neighbourhood Policing Team (Cambourne):
www.cambs.police.uk/LocalPolicing/SouthCambs/Cambourne/
John Coppard
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO

Open to all
DRIVING RANGE

BAR

9 HOLE COURSE

FOOD

PRO– SHOP

31 Bridge Street,
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com

Coordinators:

WHADDON GOLF CENTRE

TUITION

—

COFFEE
NEWSPAPERS
(Ask us to order)

Lyndsay Gardiner

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)

James Lynch

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)

Dial 999 to report a crime actually happening or when lives are at risk.
For a non-emergency matter dial 101.
If you report an incident to the police please let your neighbourhood watch
coordinator know.

SUSAN VAN de VEN Cambridgeshire County Councillor
All drop-in advice surgeries are currently suspended.
If there are issues people would like to discuss you can contact Susan on
07905325574 or susan@sclibdems.org.uk
Monthly Newsletter:
Susan writes a monthly e-newsletter on issues affecting our area – please do let her
know if you’d like to receive it, or would like anything to be included in it.
Susan van de Ven
County Councillor for Bassingbourn, Melbourn, Meldreth and Whaddon

N. HERTS AND DISTRICT CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
The drop-in services are now closed.
To contact the local CAB for advice please call 01462 689801 and leave a
message or email northhertscab.org.uk
Alternatively contact the CAB national phone service: Tel 03444 111 444.

WHADDON VILLAGE HALL and RECREATION GROUND TRUST
How lovely it is to see children playing in the play area and both the cricket
and dog training returning to the rec. It’s amazing what we take for granted,
isn’t it! Since the last Whaddon News was published, The Trust were
absolutely delighted to follow government advice and open the village hall,
play area and recreation ground as Covid Secure facilities, for all to use. We
have had to implement Special Conditions of Hire to ensure everyone’s
safety but are really pleased to see some groups returning to the hall already.
We are sure as confidence grows, all our usual groups will return in due
course. Please feel free to refer to the calendar on www.whaddon.org to
check availability or email whaddonhalltrust@whaddon.org for further
information in relation to bookings or special COVID-19 procedures.
Anita Birch
Chair, Whaddon Village Hall and Recreation Ground Trust

County Broadband: latest update, 10 August 2020
County Broadband have sent out another mailing in the last week.
They are pleased to tell us that they have reached the required
level of interest, and will be moving to the next stage, that of
actually planning and surveying the best route. They hope to have
some further news within 45 days. Here is a link to a copy of the
standard letter that has been sent out:
http://www.whaddon.org/news-files/county-broadband-Aug20.pdf
Anyone who has not received a letter should contact me and I will
take it up with County Broadband. It was supposedly sent to
everyone, and not just those who had already committed to the
scheme.
This is of course great news for the village, and I thank villagers
for coming through on this project.
County Broadband are also continuing their offer of free
installation to anyone who remains undecided and who signs up
within the planning and construction phases. So it’s not too late if
you want to sign up—you’ll find the latest information at https://
countybroadband.co.uk/.
Nigel Strudwick

Letter from Royal Papworth Charity
Dear Whaddon Community
On behalf of Royal Papworth Hospital
Charity, I would personally like to
thank you all for your fantastic
donation of goodies, beauty products
and chocolates. Your generosity
allows us to support our staff at Royal
Papworth Hospital during the
coronavirus pandemic. As a specialist
lung hospital and one of only five
national ECMO centres, our Critical
Care Unit is now the busiest in the
East of England.
We are acutely aware of the strain that
working on the frontline places on our
staff and we are doing all we can to
support their emotional and physical
wellbeing at this time. Your donation
to Royal Papworth Hospital Charity
has provided additional support for
staff as they work tirelessly caring for
patients with coronavirus. By
providing pick-up stations across the
hospital with essentials, treats and
overnight packs, we have been able to
give something back to our staff, keep

them going during these challenging
times and show them how much they
mean to us all.
Royal Papworth Hospital Charity puts
our patients at the heart of everything
we do. As such your support is greatly
appreciated by everyone at Royal
Papworth Hospital and will enable us
to continue to move forward in the
fight against coronavirus, delivering
the best possible care for our patients.
If you would like to know more about
getting involved with the Charity and
the ways we can support you , then
please call the Charity Office on
01223 639950. We would be delighted
to offer you any help, information or
fundraising material.
On behalf of our patients, their
families and the staff at Royal
Papworth Hospital thank you once
again for your generosity.
Yours sincerely
Rachel Bottom
Royal Papworth Charity

CAMBRIDGE CARBON FOOTPRINT
Open Eco Homes – Autumn Season
Has spending more time at home got you thinking about home improvement?
The upcoming government Green Homes Grant offers homeowners and
landlords grants up to £5,000 covering two-thirds of the cost of many home
energy improvements.
Local charity Cambridge Carbon Footprint is offering free advice on how to
renovate your home to make it more comfortable and energy efficient with their
Open Eco Homes Autumn Season. After 10 years running live events, this year
they’ve offering their home tours and talks online. There are 8 tours and 3 talks
to choose from, running between September 14 to October 20. Details and
registration at openecohmes.org/autumnseason.
Cambridge Carbon Footprint
The Bike Depot, 140 Cowley Road, Cambridge, CB4 0DL 01223 301842
www.cambridgecarbonfootprint.org

The East Herts Lottery
The East Herts Lottery was set up in 2019 by East Herts Council,
aimed at raising vital funds for local good causes and offers you
the chance to win £25000. It is run by local councils, but
governed by the Gambling Commission, who are also responsible for the National
Lottery, the Health Lottery and all the other lotteries that run in the UK.

During the COVID-19 outbreak, financial support from the East Herts Lottery has
made a big difference to keeping Home-Start operating during these unprecedented
times.
Playing the East Herts Lottery is simple, with funds going straight to local causes in
the East Herts area. If you’re online, you can go to the East Herts Lottery website,
sign up for an account, choose your good cause to benefit from your tickets, and start
playing.
Every time a £1 ticket is purchased, the Lottery gives 50p to your chosen cause, 10p
shared equally to the other causes in the area, 20p towards the prizes, and the final
20p pays for administration of the Lottery.
If you’re not online you can call the dedicated Lottery number, register your details
and purchase your tickets over the phone.
East Herts Lottery: https://www.easthertslottery.co.uk/ or phone 01279 912777
Home-Start: www.hsrsc.org.uk

Test your smoke alarm!
Did you know that you should test your smoke alarms at least once a
month? Or that you should have smoke alarms on every floor of your home?
Or that Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service do free home visits to make
sure your home is fire safe?
Visit this website for helpful tips and advice: https://firekills.campaign.gov.uk/

Whaddon Wednesdays
Like most other committees charged with arranging events we have done a
great deal of soul searching trying to decide whether we could restart the
Whaddon Wednesdays programme in what remains of 2020. All discussions
have, inevitably, been set against simply not knowing how CV19 will behave
and what the government may decide about group meetings. The health of the
villagers who attend our meetings as well as the speakers must dominate any
decisions and, of course, we have to be realistic and question whether
villagers will want to come to the village hall and mix when Covid19 is still
very active. Equally, Whaddon villagers are a realistic group with a mind of
their own.
So after a great deal of discussion, we have decided to postpone Whaddon
Wednesdays’ gatherings until early 2021 by which time we hope the national
and local situations will be clearer and, who knows, there may just be a
vaccine available. We have speakers available and will get underway as soon
as it is unambiguously safe and we feel villagers will want to pop out for the
evening.
The WW Committee

WHADDON GOLF CENTRE
After lockdown we are pleased to be open again. We have safety measures
in place to keep our customers and us as safe as possible. Our tables are set
up to enable social distancing. Our toilet facilities are open.
We would like to thank all the local people for their support since our
reopening. We would like to say an extra thank you to Jonathan
for presenting the Friday night quiz live and on zoom from the Golf Centre.
There will be more quizzes weather permitting. Whilst the good weather
continues we will continue to hold pub nights Friday evenings outside,
serving until 9pm.
We are now open Tuesday to Sunday from 9 in the morning until 7 in the
evening. You can book a round of golf on the par 3 course or practice on the
range £2.50 for 45 balls.
If Golf is not your thing even though the clubhouse is closed our beer garden
and patio are open, we are serving ice cream, hot and cold drinks , alcoholic
beverages, crisps and chocolate.
For those of you who are new to the village come and have a look. You
don’t have to be a member to use the Golf Centre, all are welcome.
Look forward to seeing you all soon.
Lorna and Richard.

Update on the Village Hall
Coffee Mornings
As the hall has reopened, Maureen
and Moya have discussed and taken
soundings about when the Coffee
Mornings should restart.
In the current situation and under
the current guidelines, they have
come to the conclusion that it is
best for everyone that they do not
restart them yet, but should aim for
the New Year. By then they hope
the situation will be clearer and
everyone will be more comfortable
coming along.
Maureen and Moya send everyone
their best wishes and hope you'll all
understand why this decision has
been taken.

Brigit's Cake and Plant Stall
Brigit's Cake and Plant stall, held on
4th July, raised a fantastic £480 in
aid of St Mary's Church, Whaddon.
Thank you to everyone who baked
cakes, donated plants, or came
along and supported the stall. An
extra big thanks to Brigit who
followed through her idea, baked
like mad (60 eggs worth of cakes!)
and did most of the hard work.
Jenny Grech
Treasurer, Whaddon PCC

ST MARY’S CHURCH
WHADDON
Reopening the church
Earlier this year, at the height of the Covid-19 lockdown, we were
instructed to keep St Mary’s Whaddon closed. As lockdown has
eased, so we have been able to gradually reopen the church. From
the beginning of July, we have had the church open for private
prayer each Saturday, and now we are starting to look at how we
might resume some services in the church. In doing this we have to
comply with a strict set of rules, including maintaining social
distancing and requiring everyone attending to wear masks. We
plan to start slowly, with a couple of smaller, low key services in
September, and to then review how things have gone in early
October before planning how to tackle the autumn and Christmas
services, including Remembrance Sunday on 8th November. At the
same time, we are aware that the on-line Zoom services that we
have shared with Bassingbourn church have been very successful,
and it is likely that on-line services will continue to have a role as
we move forward. We will continue to advertise our services via
the village e-mail system so that we can keep everyone informed on
our plans as they evolve.

Update on St Mary’s Roof
In July we finally obtained planning permission for the new roof at St
Mary’s, and 48 hours later we received our Faculty for the works (which
is the ecclesiastical equivalent of Listed Building Consent). So, we now
have all our permissions in place and can start to look at grant
applications to help fund the project. From the fundraising to-date and
our insurance settlement we have about 50% of the projected project
costs in place, and have identified a number of potential grant-giving
bodies to approach. Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic has also
impacted on the grant sector, and currently the Heritage Lottery Fund is
closed for new applications, while other bodies have reduced funding to
distribute. But with luck we will get there, and aim to have contractors
on site at some stage in 2021.
Karen Coningsby and David Grech
Churchwardens, St Mary’s Whaddon

Although we were not able to meet as a
side, Helen and I were able to celebrate
two important calendar dates in the Morris
year with Helen playing and my
performing a one-man dance, a jig. We
first did this at 05:30 on the morning of 1
May on Whaddon Golf Course (thank you
Lorna and Richard), to mark the season
start, and then again on Whitsun, 31 May.
Many of you may have seen my videos of
both, and we thank you all again for
supporting us on that day.

for us where we could be distanced. It was
great to see everyone again. We agreed to
meet virtually one week, and in person on
the next, and the second time we met, we
went outside to a car park, placed
ourselves 3–4 m from each other, and did a
number of one-man dances. That way we
followed the advice but were able to
practice, while not worrying about any risk
to an audience.

The outlook is worrying. DDMM have not
been able to do ANY of our proposed
programme this year—and of course, this
is first time since World War II that the
Morris has been so affected by events.
There is no chance of doing a set Morris
dance as that requires spacing of well
under 2 m. As Squire, I keep an eye on
how everyone is, and it seems that
everyone has stayed well and come
through the worst of it unscathed. But we
face lots of problems: in particular, where
Solo jig at Ridgeway Close
will we practise in winter? We don’t yet
on Whitsun, Sunday 31 May
know when we can practise indoors, but do
we want to, with the increased risk of virus
As well as not being able to socialise, we
transmission inside, plus all the puffing
also could not forget our newer members
and blowing that goes with vigorous
who are still learning. In particular, one
dances? We can go outside, but with the
evenings drawing in and the weather
man was just really getting the hang of
some of our more complex traditions when getting worse, practising outside is not
everything stopped. We tried some
going to be easy! All dance and
teaching online, but there is nothing like
performance groups are at present
constantly looking at the latest advice, and
having a teacher next to you and copying
his experienced moves. When restrictions we all realise how one part of those
on movement eased in the last week of
guidelines often contradicts another…
May, our new dancer was able to meet
with an experienced man in the latter’s
It’s clear to everyone in the Morris world
garden once a week, maintaining distances, that we have a long way to go before we
and his ability grew by leaps and bounds
can make any serious plans, but we are all
(pun intended…).
determined types, and want to find some
way in which we can safely practise our
We’d all agreed that there was no real
dances… And we will be celebrating
point in attempting to get together until the Whitsun in Whaddon next year on Sunday
23rd May (not the Bank Holiday
pubs were open again (not that I want to
give the impression that it’s all about the
weekend), although quite how that will
beer). At last, on 16 July, we met at our
happen, we won’t know for a while yet!
home pub, the White Swan at Quy, where
the landlord made available an outside area Nigel Strudwick

Morris in the time of Corona…
Those of you who are familiar with
Whitsun in Whaddon since it was revived
in 2005 will know the Devil’s Dyke Morris
Men (DDMM). When we were asked for
contributions for the News about “changes
in life during the ongoing Pandemic”,
Morris dancing has been badly affected and
I thought readers might like to know about
how we have been handling it.

normal year. By the end of March we came
up with a workable routine whereby we
chatted for a while, did a quiz, and then
danced for 30 minutes or so. An important
part of Morris dance is how a side works
together as a team, but we couldn’t do that
virtually. Thus we did the next best thing,
working through a number of dances that
allowed us to do most of the basics, for
everyone and especially our newer dancers,
In a “normal” year, DDMM practise on
and then some trickier bits to keep the old
Thursdays from late September until shortly lags interested. We decided stick dances
before 1 May of the next year. (Y es, we
were pointless, as with no-one else to hit,
things were quite difficult! But other sides
really do practise—all those mistakes are
painstakingly choreographed.) The only
have had a go (there was a wonderful online
regular public show we do in that time is
gag that first week about a side doing
the Sunday at Thriplow Daffodil in later
£8,000 damage by hitting computers with
March—the season begins properly on May sticks). We did take the opportunity to do a
Day and we perform weekly on Thursdays couple of dances that we had not done for a
at two different pubs in the Royston–Linton while, and things went as well as they
–Newmarket–Ely–Royston area. We also
could.
do special events like Reach Fair,
occasional village fetes, and other teams’
If you just use online video for chats and
Morris events, not forgetting Whaddon
the like, the time delays that are inevitable
Whitsun, of course. Our season usually
over the Internet don’t really matter, but if
wraps up around the first week of August.
you are dancing to music, can you imagine
what it is like with the music in one place
In February we all knew this new virus was and the dancer calling the dance figures in
getting close to or on UK shores, and that it another? Everyone will be hearing the two
would not be long until the government
things at different times, and it will make
would give advice on restricting movement following a dance very difficult! As Helen
and contact with others. On about 9 March and I are in the same household, it made
Thriplow Daffodil was cancelled for the
sense that she played while I called (and
year, and that really set the alarm bells
danced), which at least meant that everyone
ringing. Shortly after our practice on 12
heard the two things at the same time.
March, several members said they felt they
should keep away, for their own benefit or
Solo jig on Whaddon Golf
that of vulnerable family, so practice
Course on 1 May at dawn
wouldn’t be viable. We decided we would
meet “socially distanced” on the 19th for a
drink only: four days later everything shut
down, pubs, schools, village halls, shops
etc.
Like all sorts of groups, the Morris moved
online, and we met regularly every week on
a Thursday. What each group had to do was
find a way of doing online what we do in a

What is a Church?
Is it a beautiful historic building that should be preserved? Is it place of
peace and quiet, a refuge from this busy world? Is it a place for special
services, baptisms, weddings, funerals. Is it a monument that you pass
by, but never or seldom go in? Is it a place where you meet God, where
he lives? This was the start of my entry in the Bassingbourn Village
Voice this time last year.
I think this question is worth revisiting this year. For the parish
churches of Whaddon and Bassingbourn have joined together on Zoom
for their services each week since 22 March. So, I ask this time, a
slightly different question, ‘What is church?’
Church is not just a building that we have set aside for the worship. We
have learnt that church is a group of people who come together from
disparate lives as a family, to love God and his Son Jesus. To work out
how we can live that love in our everyday lives. Our buildings may be
closed, but our church has reached across the country and over the
Atlantic as family members and friends have joined our Sunday
services.
It has been delightful to see screens full of faces each week and to hear
how folk are doing. It has been a privilege to pray for one another and
our communities and call on God for his help. We have celebrated
birthdays and a new birth, and come along side folk who were
struggling. We always have room for more folk, all are welcome
whoever you are. Regardless of where we worship, our church is still
here, living and active and ready to welcome all who come.
God’s blessings be with you,
Amanda
Rev. Amanda O’Neill,
Associate Minister to the joint benefice of Bassingbourn and Whaddon.
More information at www.bassingbournchurch.org.uk

th

75 Anniversary of VJ Day
‘When you go home, tell them of us and say
For your tomorrow we gave our today’

This is the epitaph on the Kohima war memorial, and these words were used
to open a short service of commemoration that was held in St Mary’s church
to mark the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day on 15th August. Kohima is in
Northeast India, and was where the Japanese advance from Burma was
finally halted in a bloody battle that lasted from 4th April to 22nd June 1944.
As well as recalling the sacrifice of the allied soldiers, sailors and airmen
who died in the Far East, the service also acknowledged the suffering and
pain inflicted on the civilian populations of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as a
result of the two atomic bombs that hastened the Japanese surrender.
The service was the first public worship held at St Mary’s since we went into
lockdown in March, though the church has been open for private worship
each Saturday since the beginning of July, and a funeral service for Pam
Sexton was also held a few days prior to the VJ Day service

Ken Charles MBE
I am sure that many villagers were sad to hear the news in July of the death
of a very remarkable Whaddon resident, Ken Charles, who was 87 years old.
Ken lived with his wife Di, in Meldreth Road, near the entrance to the
village. He was a very well-known figure in the local area and beyond, from
being the founding Head Teacher at Greneway School in Royston; he
instigated the Royston Kite Festival through his great work with the Royston
Rotarians. Ken also organised the 'Animal Crackers' community events in
Whaddon for several years. But his biggest national achievements were in
the world of Basketball though and he was President of the English
Basketball association and a massive supporter of women’s basketball and,
together with Di, he coached the local women’s team, Corvus Cornix, to be
the second best in England. He was awarded the MBE by the Queen for
services to Sport and Education.
The Royston Crow published a particularly good obituary to Ken, which
detailed his life in much more detail.
I am sure that you will join with me in sending our thoughts and best wishes
to Di and Ken’s family at this sad time.
Lee Ginger
Chair, Whaddon Parish Council

Parking on the grass at the top of
Bridge Street at Ridgeway Close

attractive as well as replace the bench
and window and redecorate. The roof
has been sealed and boarded over
South Cambs Housing have now put
inside the shelter. Jonathan is working
forward a long-term plan that will give
to a deadline of the start of the
more parking spaces at this location.
September school term as the shelter is
Some of the existing garages were
well used by pupils waiting for the
unused and have now had the doors
school bus.
removed to allow residents to park in
them. They have also reviewed the
All minutes of meetings are on the
condition of all the garages and
village website www.whaddon.org and
decided that they are in a very poor
on the notice board at the Village Hall
state of repair and will be demolished. in Church Street.
In their place, six new car park spaces
The next on-line Parish Council
will be installed and hopefully this
meeting is on Monday 10th October
should resolve the lack of parking
2020 at 8.00 pm. If anyone has a
spaces for residents once and for all.
question for the council, please submit
Meldreth Road Bus Shelter
via email to the Parish Clerk or by
letter in the mailbox at the Village
Our new Handyman, Jonathan
Hall. Or just give one of us a ring!
Burgess, devised a plan by which he
would open out the front of the shelter Compiled by Lee Ginger
to make it more accessible and

Village Garden & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Family run Business based on Meldreth Road
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting, Fencing, Pressure Washing, Gutters,
Plastering and much more…
Contact us:
Neil - 07540605860
Suzanne - 07835400637
Home - 01223 207960
Email - villagegardenandproperty@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook!

Whaddon Parish Council Matters
Covid-19
With the official ending of shielding
on 1st August, the Parish Council has
suspended our Coronavirus
Community Support activity but we
are ready to step in should any
villagers have to quarantine or shield
or there be a local lock down. Let’s all
keep vigilant though and keep the
virus away from Whaddon. The PC
collected medication 63 times for 20
different people in the village and
were also called upon to check on the
well-being of a number of villagers’
during the lock down period.
In the meantime, we continue to hold
our meetings by ‘Zoom’ and are now
inviting the public to observe local
democracy in action, should they so
wish.
Parish Council and Village
Handyperson changes
The PC were sad to say good-bye to
Randall Scott, who, together with his
wife Wendy, has moved to
Bassingbourn and resigned from the
Parish Council. Randall and Wendy
have both served the village well over
the years and we thank them and wish
them well in their new home. I’m glad
to say though, that they have visited
Whaddon a number of times already!
To replace Randall, the PC have
advertised and received a number of
applicants. We hope to appoint the
new councillor at our next meeting on
October 10th. With Randall’s
departure, the PC and Village Hall
Trust have also had to recruit a new
Handyperson and I am delighted to

announce that Jonathan Burgess of
Meldreth Road has been appointed
and I’m sure, many villagers have
seen him at work in the village
already.
District Councillor resignation
The PC were also surprised to learn in
July of the resignation of Philippa
Hart, one of our two District
Councillors. Philippa had served
Whaddon well during the past two
years and will be missed by the Parish
Council. In the meantime, Jose Hales,
our other District Councillor, will
continue to represent Whaddon.
Unfortunately because of the
Coronavirus restrictions, elections are
not allowed until May 2021 at the
earliest and so a replacement for
Philippa is not possible for a long
while.
A1198 speed limit
We are almost ready to resubmit
another application to the Local
Highway Initiative fund, to reduce the
A1198 speed limit at Whaddon Gap
and carry out other measures to make
the junction and road safer.
Meldreth Road phone box
We had a number of suggestions from
residents about what to do with the
redundant phone box and the PC
decided to trial it as a place where folk
can put excess plants or small items
for others to re-use, such as toys and
games. The box will be fully restored
and have some shelving installed.
We’ll review how this goes but if it is
not used or abused, we shall convert
the box to another use.

Update on Parish Council Coronavirus Community
Response
With the gradual easing of the Lockdown and life returning to some kind of
‘normal’, the Government announced the official end of ‘Shielding’ from 1st
August.
The Parish Council medication delivery and community support role has
now finished but the Parish Council will continue to help any villager who
may still need it, particularly if they must self-isolate, continue to shield or
become ill over the next few months. As we keep being told, the virus has
not gone away and could reappear.
If you do need assistance, please contact one of your Parish Councillors
listed below, email Angela Bridges, the Whaddon Parish Clerk –
whaddonparishcclerk@outlook.com or send an email to
coronavirus@whaddon.org You can still drop requests and questions into
the Parish Council post box at the Village Hall, which continues to be
checked for items at least twice a week.
Remember that most of the local phar macies will deliver your
medication if you need regular supplies. Orchard Surgery, Well Pharmacy
(Melbourn), Tesco, Boots, Lloyds and Bassingbourn Pharmacy all provide
this service. Please register with your pharmacy – the form for Orchard
Pharmacy is attached for you to print off. I cannot stress enough how handy
these services are!
Parish Council contacts:
Bridge Street and Ridgeway Close
Anita Birch – 07748 908164 Email - anitabirch1@hotmail.co.uk
Church Street, Town Farm Close and St. Mary’s Close
Joanne Hart – 01223 208009 Email - jev7459@btinternet.com
Nigel Strudwick – 01223 207434 Email - ncs3@cam.ac.uk

Meldreth Road
Will Elbourn – 01223 208955 Email – w.elbourn@btinternet.com
Tony Milton – 01223 207105 Email – asm27@cam.ac.uk
Cardiff Place, New Farm and Old North Road
Lee Ginger - 01763 262430 Email – lee.ginger@btinternet.com

Keep your distance and stay safe!
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Wartime Whaddon

The rigid rationing laws demanded the
compulsory registration of every
household with their local suppliers. Books
were issued 6 monthly at first and then
yearly.
Whaddon had to collect Ration Books from
Melbourn
December 1939. Butter, sugar, bacon and
ham could be bought only on production of
ration books. The ration allowed per week
was: Butter – 4oz; Sugar – 12oz; Bacon or
ham, uncooked – 4oz; Bacon or ham
cooked - 3½oz.
11th March 1940. Meat rationing began.
The full meat ration was 1/10d worth per
week, or 11d for young children with a
Child’s Ration Book.
No coupons were required for liver,
kidney, tripe, heart, ox-tail etc., or for
poultry or game. Sausages, meat pies and
gelatines containing not more than 50%
meat were not to be rationed at that time.

The years 1939 to 1945 were as traumatic
for the villagers in Whaddon as elsewhere.
Much of the detail below was national and
not Whaddon specific but we have decided
to include it nevertheless as it affected
residents. When war actually broke out on
September 3rd 1939, the regulations,
which had been in preparation throughout
the previous year and which were
considered necessary to protect our wellbeing, swung into action. Identity cards
were issued to everyone, stringent blackout
regulations for both houses and vehicles
were implemented, and rationing imposed.
As the Government was afraid that gas
would be used, gas masks were also issued
for both adults and children. This being
before the days of television, it was left to
the wireless and local paper the Royston
Crow to communicate vital information.
Posters appeared urging people to save, dig
land to grow food and avoid waste of all
kinds.
April 1940. The War Budget introduced a
Some of the Government’s Wartime
Measures
Sept 1939. Income Tax was r aised to its
highest ever level of 7/6d in the pound
Oct 1939. The Pr ices of Food Bill was
introduced to control profiteering following a
series of complaints. The Government
planned to reclaim 5 million acres of derelict
land for agriculture.
Nov 1939. Petr ol was incr eased by 1½d a
gallon to 1/9½d a gallon.

Rationing

By the beginning of 1940 for the first time
since 1918, Britain faced food rationing.
Full details of procedures and reasons
appeared in the newspapers.
Rationing prevented waste.
Rationing increased our War Effort. Importing
less food enabled ships to do vital work.
Rationing divided supplies equally.
Rationing prevented uncertainty

purchase tax; cigarettes now cost 8½d a packet.
May 1940. Postage went up by 1d to 2½d.
Petrol went up again by 1½d to 1/11d.
July 1940. The Gover nment advised women
to conserve wood by having flatter heels.
The Government banned the buying and selling
of cars and imposed a 24% tax on luxuries.

On the Home Front in Whaddon
During the war years Whaddon was served
by several traders who came to the village
on a regular basis: Mr Abrey from
Melbourn visited with a horse and cart
selling general goods of all types including
–in confidence – chamber pots under the
cart. Other traders came in vans; Mr
Tommy Danes from Melbourn – meat; Mr
Alec Kenzie from Royston – fish and fruit;
Mr Bert Howard from Melbourn – bread;
Mr Bacon from Melbourn – meat; Browns
from Cambridge – paraffin and kitchen

wares; Mr Moss from Royston – groceries.
He came to the village on his bicycle the
day before to take orders. There was in the
village itself a small shop in the present
School House selling sweets rationed, in
1943, and cigarettes, run by Mrs Rose Law.
An interesting story is told of Mr Howard.
One winter’s evening he got out of his van
in Bridge Street with his basket and walked
into the ditch. Money fell out of his leather
pouch and the children were kept occupied
for days looking for his money.
Most people had to rely on these traders as
the only way into Royston was by bicycle
or pony and trap obtained from Charlie
Hinkins of Bridge Street.
Whaddon being a rural village most people
grew their own vegetables in gardens or
allotments. People were allowed to keep
pigs but these had to be slaughtered in
accordance with government regulations. A
certain proportion of the amount
slaughtered was returned to the owners for
preservation such as pickling, salting and
smoking. Pig meal was obtained in
Arrington from MR Smoothey and they
were also fed on potatoes and household
scraps. Chickens were kept, of course, and
they could easily be fed in country districts
by foraging for themselves. Rabbits and
ducks were used to supplement supplies as
were pigeons and it was not unknown for
people to go poaching for pheasants.
Most people bottled fruit and surplus fruit
was purchased for the manufacture of jam
or traded to shops. e.g. Plums were paid at
2d per pound and greengages at 5d per
pound. Mr Standon of New Farm bought
surplus fruit and vegetables.
In 1940 the National Milk Scheme was
introduced. Every child under five, together
with expectant or nursing mothers was

entitled to receive one pint of milk per day
for 2d. There was free milk available for
the people on very low incomes. Milk was
obtained from the Jacklin brothers at Green
Farm.
The Christmas of 1940 was bleak. Carrots
took the place of dried fruit in millions of
puddings and cakes. From Christmas Eve
no more bananas were imported and there
were also difficulties with importing
oranges, lemons and onions.
More Difficulties
July 1941 Coal rationing began
Aug 1941 Clothing coupons intr oduced
Sept 1941 The pr ice of potatoes was capped
at 1d to encourage people to eat them
Feb 1942 Rose-hip syrup was available
nationally and free cod-liver-oil was available
for children
July 1942 Sweet r ationing begins.
Driving for pleasure banned
Oct 1942 Milk r ation cut to 2½ pints per
week.

Many practices came into existence in
1942 to cope with shortages. Five inches of
water in the bath was recommended and
people were urged to take fewer baths to
save fuel. Soap, razors blades and
cosmetics were in short supply. Women
used beetroot juice as a lipstick substitute,
‘gravy browning paint’ substituted for silk
stockings with seams being pencilled in.
Cardboard wedding cakes with ‘icing’
made from chalk were offered for rent by
confectioners.
Maximum prices for clothes were laid
down by the Government. A suit must cost
no more than £4 18s 8d and women were
asked to shorten the length of their skirts.
Double-breasted jackets, turn-ups and
sleeve buttons were considered wasteful.
S&J Ralls May 2006

A child’s gas
mask with
carrying case

