USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Citizens Advice:
Cambridge

08448 487979

Royston

08444 111444

Councillors:
County: Adrian Dent

01763 245669

District: Nigel Cathcart

01763 243637

David McGaith

01763 248249

Doctors:
Orchard Surgery, Melbourn

01763 260220

The Health Centre, Royston

01763 242981

Market Hill Surgery, Royston

01763 248111

Roysia Surgery, Royston

01763 243166

September 2016

Hospital:
Addenbrooke’s Hospital

01223 245151

Police:
Non emergency Number

101

Samaritans:

08457 909090

Transport:
National Rail Enquiries

08457 484950

Stagecoach Cambus

08706 082608

Utilities:
Anglian Water

08457 145145

Cambridge Water Company

01223 706050

Electricity Emergency & Supply Loss

08007 838838

Vets:
Melbourne Veterinary Surgery

01763 262696

Royston Veterinary Surgery

01763 242221

WHADDON NEWS ADVERTISING RATES
Half page advert for one issue

£12.50

Half page advert for one year (4 issues)

£40.00

Other options may be available on request.
Contact Kate French C 208207 or email kate.a.french@gmail.com

www.whaddon.org

LIST OF PARISH COUNCILLORS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
4th Sept
7th Sept
8th Sept
11th Sept
12th Sept
21st Sept

25th Sept

Cricket
Coffee Morning
Extra PC Meeting
Cricket
Parish Council
Coffee Morning
Gardening Club
Harvest Service

5th Oct
10th Oct
19th Oct
2nd Nov
14th Nov
16th Nov

Coffee Morning
Parish Council
Coffee Morning
Gardening Club
Coffee Morning
Parish Council
Coffee Morning
Gardening Club

Mr Lee Ginger

Chairman

C 208077 43 Bridge Street

Mrs Kate French

Vice chairman

C 208207 21 Bridge Street

Mr Will Elbourn

Councillor

C 208955 College Farm, Church Street

Prof. Tony Milton

Councillor

C 207105 Chestnut Tree Farm, Meldreth Road

Mr Randall Scott

Councillor

C 208253 26 Bridge Street

Dr Nigel Strudwick

Councillor

C 207434 3 Town Farm Close

Ms Amy Walker

Councillor

Mrs Gabby Van Poortvliet

Clerk/
Finance Officer

—

6 St Mary’s Close

C 208450

134 Bridge Street, Dyers Green
whaddonpcclerk@yahoo.co.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TEAM
Mike Monks

Whaddon Village Coordinator

58 Bridge Street

C208236

Malan Peyton

Deputy Village Coordinator

Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

C 207358

Meldreth Road/Church Corner

17 Church Street

C 207514

104 Church Street

C 208147

108 Church Street

C 207703

Coordinators:
Karen Coningsby

NEWSLETTER
The deadline for the next
newsletter is 6th
November. Once again
items of village interest
are always welcome.
Joan Pascoe C208062
25 Bridge Street
joanpascoe@aol.com

Village Hall
available to hire

Special rates for those within the
village - ideal for birthday
parties and most functions.
Please contact:
whaddonhalltrust@whaddon.org

Carole Aldred
Wendy Evans

Church Street/Town Farm Close/
St Mary’s Close
Church Street/Town Farm Close/
St Mary’s Close

Mike Monks

Lower Bridge Street/Ridgeway Close 58 Bridge Street

C 208236

Mike Monks

Upper Bridge Street

58 Bridge Street

C 208236

Malan Peyton

Dyers Green

Ermine Farm, Dyers Green

C 207358

Local Enforcement:

Chief Inspector James Sutherland

Area Commander

T/Inspector Richard Isley

Safer Neighbourhood Manager

Detective Inspector Simon Harding

Area Crime Manager

Rachel Carr

Community Safety Officer

Neighbourhood Policing Team (Cambourne):
Sergeant Jon Capes

Sector Sergeant

James Lynch

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)

Lyndsay Gardiner

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)

Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group News
The Rail User Group meets next on September 20, 7 for 7:30PM, at Melbourn Village
College – all welcome.
A comprehensive audit of all three stations has been carried out by our umbrella
organisation Railfuture. This can be seen at http://meldrethsheprethfoxtonrail.org.uk/
We think our stations need infrastructure upgrade if they are to meet growing demand
(10% footfall increase every year). Station parking is just about full at Shepreth and
Meldreth. We’re working to increase cycle parking and would like to hear from
anyone who would like to see shuttle bus links to stations.
Half-hourly off-peak services will commence at Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton from
2018, with the roll-out of the Thameslink Service. The Rail User Group has been
lobbying for this for many years. All trains will be eight-car and able to carry nearly
1500 passengers. At all three stations, Cambridge-bound platforms will be lengthened.
On the London-bound platforms, there will be selective door opening.
The Cambridgeshire Student Connect rail discount which we brokered with the train
operating company in 2009, offering 50% off the adult fare (compared to 33%
elsewhere in the country), continues to be available, and is cheaper than the subsidized
bus deal formerly offered by the council. It can be used on weekends and holidays and
anywhere within Cambridgeshire, including the Greater Anglia route. All route details
and qualifying state colleges are listed on the Great Northern website; some anomalies
include provision for a couple of independent schools including Perse Boys/Girls and
Kings Ely. It can be purchased only on line at: http://www.thameslinkrailway.com/
tickets-and-fares/student-connect/
Any queries or ideas, please get in touch.
Susan van de Ven
Susandeven5@gmail.com, Tel 07905325574

Royston Model Railway
The Royston & District Model Railway Club will be holding its 30th Annual
Exhibition at Bassingbourn Village College on Saturday 19th November 2016.
The exhibition will be open from 10:30 am until 5 pm. We hope to have about 25
layouts present with the remainder of the stands being Traders, Demonstrators
& Society -based.
Tea, Coffee and light refreshments will be available.
Miniature train rides by members of the Royston & District Model
Engineering Society on their outside track (Weather permitting!).
Admission £5.00 per Adult and accompanied children are free.
We intend to run a bus service between Bassingbourn Village College and
Royston Bus & Train Stations on the day.
Please visit our web site www.roystondmrc.co.uk for further/updated
information."

WHADDON VILLAGE HALL
The village hall car park has been completed providing adequate parking
space around the hall. This will enable users of the playground and
village hall to park more safely and ensure that the road around the
village hall will be less dangerous particularly in the dark winter
months. The recreation ground will now only be used for parking in
exceptional cases and will be free for children to use the playground
without any worry about car movements.
This will be my last epistle with regards to the village hall as David and I
hope to be moving in September. We have both really enjoyed our time
in the village having been made very welcome and making a lot of
friends. The challenge which I accepted many years ago was to work
with the Trust to have the best village hall in South Cambs. Obviously I
will also be standing down from the Village Hall Trust. The Trust can be
justly proud of what we have achieved and all that remains in the future
is for regular lettings and maintenance of our stunning village hall.
We do need more input from our residents and will have at least two
vacancies on the Trust. The meetings take place in the evening once
every two months and decisions are made which will affect the future of
the hall and how it is used. If you think you would like to be part of the
charitable trust to enable Whaddon to continue to be the
envy of the locality please get in touch with our Secretary
Karen Conningsby telephone number 01223 207514.
Goodbye - been good knowing you. Wendy

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AT THE VILLAGE HALL
Tuesday

8.00 - 9.00pm

Table Tennis

Wednesday 10.30 - 12.00
7.30 - 9.30pm

Coffee morning (Alt wks - see diary dates)
Garden club (3rd Wed each month)

Thursday

6.30 - 7.30pm
7.30 - 8.30pm

Pilates
Pilates

Friday

6.30 - 8.00pm

Dog training

Saturday

8.30 - 11.00am

Dog training

Sunday

8.30 - 11.00am

Dog training

6 week blocks

ST MARY’S CHURCH WHADDON
SEPTEMBER SERVICES
th

4
11th
18th
25th

Morning Worship 9.30am
Holy Communion 9.30am
Morning Prayer 9.30am
Harvest Festival 3.00pm

Harvest Festival
Please come and help decorate your church. The
Church will be open most days for decorating. If you
do need a key to get in you can get one from either
Karen Coningsby or David Grech but we will
endeavour to have the church open.
Everyone is welcome to the family friendly service
on the 25th September to celebrate the harvest.

CHURCH FETE
The net income from the fete (after the payment of
all expenses) was £1,875:00, and the PCC would
like to thank all those in the village who contributed
to the success of the day, both through attending the
fete and those who helped on the stalls and with
setting up and clearing up afterwards.
The PCC would also like to take this opportunity to
publicly thank Bill Knight for all his work over the
years in chairing the fete sub-committee and
overseeing so many successful fetes that have
contributed so much to the church finances and the
life of the village.

CONCESSIONARY BUS PASSES
The County Council is aware that over
the next eighteen months the amount of
renewals of the concessionary bus
passes is going to be potentially very
high. It is the responsibility of the pass
holder to check when their pass is up for
renewal and then to contact the County
Council to get a new one.
In order to aid the pass holder we have
set up a new form which allows people
to easily renew online. This online form
can be found at
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
concessionary.
If people have any problems with the
online form then they can also call the
number on the back of their passes.

Heidi Allen MP
If you would like to contact Heidi
about an issue or book a surgery
appointment email:
heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk
Tel: 01954 212707
The next surgery dates are :

Citizens Advice:
Local Outreach Centres
There are drop-in advice
sessions in local villages - no
need to book.
Bassingbourn
Every second Thursday of the
month between 2.00 - 3.30pm
at the Bassingbourn Book
Café in The Limes Community
Centre.
Melbourn
Every first and third Thursday
between 9.30am - 12.00pm at
the Melbourn Hub

Saturday 3 Sept 10.30 - 12.30
Queen Edith’s Pub
Wulfstan Way
Cambridge
CB1 8QN
Friday 7 October 17.00 - 19.00
Venue TBC

RED CROSS IN WHADDON - PAST & PRESENT
RED CROSS WEEK 8 - 14 MAY 2016
Thank you to all the collectors and parishioners who gave so generously to the
Red Cross collection. The sum of £170.12 was raised.

This photo was taken outside the old school (now the Village Hall) and Reading
Room, in 1919. The vicar at that time was the Rev. Whiston and the
headmistress of the school was Miss Kerry. The infant teacher was Miss D.
Purkiss. Others in the photos are: Miss Kathleen Coningsby and Miss Ciss
Woodcock (front of procession), Miss Rose Hayes and Miss R. Pearce (second
in procession). The pupils from the school were making a tour of the village,
selling handicrafts the children had made in aid of the Red Cross Fund after
World War 1. The owner of the cart that was carrying the Red Cross tableau was
Mr Arthur Woodcock.
The photo was taken by Mr H. C. Chapman who lived in the village. He took up
photography after he was injured in the First World War.
Collections for the Red Cross have continued in the Village of Whaddon since
that date (and quite likely prior to that date). I took over the collections from
Miss Kathleen Coningsby in 1979. I am hoping to continue until 2019 when it
will be a century of collections in Whaddon.
Thank you again. Iris Green

Whaddon Parish Council News – a flavour of our meetings in
June & July

Eternit Housing proposal scheme
An outline planning application for 150 homes on the Eternit site was submitted
to South Cambs. Planners at the end of July. There will be a full consultation
with Whaddon residents via a household and on-line survey. The results will
then be discussed at an Extra Parish Council meeting at 8.30pm on 8 th
September, to enable the Parish Council to arrive at a considered and sustainable
response to the application.
Village Hall and Recreation Ground Trust
We’re delighted to see that the hall car park extension has been finished and the
spaces marked out. It should considerably reduce the number of cars parking in
Church Street and on the field itself. Well done to the Village Hall Trust and to
Wendy Evans in particular for spearheading the project. The PC was sad to hear,
however, that Jenna Lewis (Chair) and Wendy Evans (Vice-Chair) had resigned
from the Trust, both for different reasons, with effect from 1 st September.
Extremely grateful thanks were expressed by the PC to both Mrs Lewis and Mrs
Evans for their considerable hard work and service.
Whaddon Traffic Survey – consideration of survey results
The PC are greatly appreciative of the work presented by Mr M Monks,
Speedwatch Co-ordinator and Cllr Strudwick who have spent much time
analysing the traffic survey results. They still have to carry out further work
because of the volume of data and the format used. The headlines so far from the
survey are:
 A large number of vehicle movements from one end of the village to another,

potentially 12,000 per week in both directions.
 95% of vehicles were cars and the number of large HGVs was very small.
 Traffic speeds did not appear to be quite as fast as had been expected.
 Recorded speeds in Meldreth Road met the 85 th percentile limits for a 30mph
zone using police criteria (30mph+10%+3mph) i.e. 85% of vehicles were
travelling at or below 36mph.
 Overall the number of cars travelling at very high speeds was low with the
highest speed recorded at 68mph. Fewer motorists than expected exceeded 50
mph.
Grass verges
The PC were grateful to Mike Monks for volunteering to take over the task of
overseeing the grass cutting contract. There have been a few grumbles to the PC
about the verges this year but we have to bear in mind that the verges grew with
extraordinary vigour this spring and our contractor was under pressure to cut not
just our verges but those in many other villages at the same time. We also have
to give our daffodils sufficient time to die back before a cut can be made. A

MAINLY GARDENING CLUB PROGRAMME FOR 2016
Date

Time

21 September

7.30pm

Subject

Speaker

Bulbs for every season

Hilary Thomas (C)
Helen Strudwick (C)

19 October

7.30

Behind the Scenes at the
Fitzwilliam Museum

16 November

TBA

Possibly hedgehogs—Shepreth

21 December

7.30

Christmas Party (C)

Note: © indicates the event is confirmed.

RECENT BULLETIN FROM CAMBRIDGESHIRE
FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE

Harvest is upon us and we’re calling
on local residents to help our fight
against straw stack arson.
Stack fires can quickly spread and not
only endanger people and livestock,
but also life-long work on farms.
Stacks burn very slowly meaning
crews are committed for long periods
of time, making them unavailable for
other emergencies. Don’t forget, many
firefighters attending incidents like
these in rural parts of our county are
on-call personnel and their retention at
a stack fire impacts directly upon

business and services in their
community.
What can you do? We’re urging
residents and those passing through
rural areas to keep a careful watch. Do
you see someone acting suspiciously
around stores of hay or straw? Is there
an unusual vehicle near farm
buildings? Become a community
member of Arson Watch and keep an
eye on stacks in your area.

Report suspicious activity to police on
101 and dial 999 if you see a stack
fire.

POPPY APPEAL 2016
It may seem a little early to mention this year’s British Legion Poppy Appeal
but the next issue of the Whaddon News will be with you just after the appeal
comes to an end. There will be a door to door village collection from Saturday
29th October until Saturday 12th November As usual there will also be a
collection box in the golf centre clubhouse. Remembrance Sunday is on 13th
November when there will be a service in St Mary’s and a collection for the
Poppy Appeal. Should anybody wish for a wooden remembrance cross or a
large car poppy please let me know on C 208236.
Please give generously. MRM

Vehicle Category
Although not shown in the tables here, the data broadly shows: 94–95% cars, 4.5–5.5%
vans and similar, 0.35% HGV (1–8 per day).

What the data shows

1. That there are at least 11,000 vehicle movements in the course of a week.
2. That the number of vehicles exceeding 35mph is less than 4% at Whaddon Gap and

College Farm, but up to 15% in Meldreth Road during the week, and as
much as
24% on Sundays. Clearly the decision to put our first speed reduction measure at the
Meldreth end of the village was the right choice. However, the majority of vehicles at all
times of the day are within the police guideline limit of 35mph.
3. The number of vehicles travelling significantly above the speed limit (51mph+)
barely registers at well under 1%, but is again highest on Meldreth Road.
The number of large lorries (HGVs) passing through the village is under 1% of the total
vehicle movements.
We believe that these observations should go a long way to reassuring villagers that two
of the most commonly heard complaints around the village should be committed to the
realms of myth as the data just does not support them: a) that cars are racing through the
village and b) that there is a large number of HGVs using the road. That said, there
remains a strong case for Speedwatch to continue in the village and further consideration
needs to be given to other speed monitoring systems.
A much fuller breakdown of the data, in particular showing all seven days and 24
individual hours, will be found on the Whaddon web site (www.whaddon.org)
Nigel Strudwick
Mike Monks

review of the number of cuts and their timings will take place to try and improve
matters for next year. The verges were cut back along the ditches in Bridge
Street in June and this was commented upon favourably by a number of
villagers.
Village Handyperson
I’m pleased to announce that Keith Green and John Newberry have been
appointed as the joint village handymen and have already begun work in the
village. Their first job is tackling the weeds that have overgrown the footpath in
Church Street and Meldreth Road.
Parish Councillor co-opted
At the June meeting Cllr Amy Walker was co-opted to the vacant seat on the
PC.
All minutes of meetings are on the village website www.whaddon.org and on
the notice board at the Village Hall in Church Street.
The next normal Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 12th September
2016 at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall but please note there will also be an Extra
Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall at 8.30pm on Thursday 8th
September, specifically to consider the planning application for the Eter nit
site.
These are open meetings and everyone is welcome to attend.
Compiled by Lee Ginger

August 2016

WHADDON GOLF CENTRE - QUIZ NIGHTS
Quiz nights at the Golf Centre for the autumn/winter sessions are as follows:

WHADDON GOLF
CENTRE

MORE THAN GOLF

01223 207325
8.30 ‘til late
BAR

COFFEE
FOOD
SNACKS

2016
Oct 12th
Nov 9th
Dec 14th

2017
Jan 11th
Feb 8th
Mar 8th

These quizzes are fun and open to all.

VILLAGE SHOP
PAPERS
MILK
BREAD
JUST ASK US TO

Last winter a total of £326.00 was raised for charity. The charitable causes
chosen by the winning teams were:
Barnados
Bristish Legion
Cancer Research UK
CAMFED
Cumbrian Flood Relief
Jimmy’s Night Shelter x 2

Letchworth Garden Hospice
Marie Curie
Parkinsons UK
Salvation Army
Shelter

WHADDON NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Thursday

(whaddonnhw@gmail.com)

There is a distinct lack of neighbourhood watch good news for this
past three months. Villains have paid us a visit resulting in our lowcrime reputation being blemished and some of our residents feeling
frustrated and angry. A home in Church Street was burgled at the
end of May. Thieves tried to enter via a kitchen window but this failed
so an older window on ground floor was pushed in and possessions
stolen. The barn was also broken into and powered garden tools
stolen. Regrettably, a further break-in at the same location occurred
in early August resulting in broken glass and stolen jewelry.
Builders’ vans are always a target and unfortunately those in
Whaddon are no exception. Robberies occurred in Church Street and
Meldreth Road, both bearing great similarities to van robberies last
December. In early August a barn belonging to a farm in Bridge
Street had the lock forced but, fortunately, nothing of value was kept
in the building. Possibly thieves may well believe that at this time of
the year, with valuable harvest equipment and related equipment
around, some speculative thieving is worth the risk of being caught.
Finally, in July in Church Street there was an attempted break-in of a
Range Rover.The owner says there was lot of damage, possibly
caused by a screw driver, but the thieves appeared to be amateurs
and failed in their efforts.

Sunday

All of this should not distract us from knowing that over an extended
period Whaddon is fortunate in not suffering from much of the lowlevel crime that affects other local villages. Let’s hope that things
settle down.
Can I remind everybody that with lead prices rising again thefts from
churches are becoming a feature in this part of the world. It is a
problem that can easily affect a village church such as St Mary’s so
please keep an eye open for anything unusual around the church and
call 101 or 999 as appropriate.
Mike Monks

Remember – dial 999 to report a crime actually happening or when lives are
at risk and for a non-emergency matter call 101. If you report an incident to
the police please let your neighbourhood watch coordinator know.

Fig. 5a and 5b Vehicle traffic through Whaddon on Thursday and Sunday

The Whaddon Speeding Story – 2016 Update
Overview by time bands
Four time bands have been chosen to represent the morning and evening peaks, the
interval between and the evening/overnight. Remember again that e.g. the 06:00–09:00
time band actually covers from 06:00 to 09:59.

The most consistent complaint heard among villagers has over many years been the
speed of vehicles travelling through the village — in fact it is part of Whaddon lore…
Some brief history: back in early 2009 a group of volunteers formed one of the first
Community Speedwatch teams in Cambridgeshire. Trained and operating under the
aegis of the police, Whaddon, sharing a speedwatch kit with an increasing number of
local villages, still monitors traffic through the village. Details of vehicles exceeding the
speed limit are reported to the police, resulting in letters to vehicle owners. But we are
only able to do so some half a dozen times a month when we have access to the kit and
then only for an hour or so at a time. Nonetheless, the data we acquired combined with
the government’s ‘localism’ agenda, allowed us to build a case to have the speed limit
throughout Whaddon reduced in 2012 from 40 to 30mph.
But the complaints about speeding, admittedly less numerous, still came in leaving no
doubt that what we really needed was an extended and continuous period of traffic
monitoring. The opportunity came to achieve this when, earlier this year, we were
invited, at an advantageous cost, to join the A10 Corridor Survey.

How we did it

Fig. 4 Overview of data for each site with vehicle numbers broken down by time of day

Transit (or not) of vehicles through the village:
One quite interesting analysis looks at the three data points in the village by their
direction so you can see for example the number of vehicles that enter at Whaddon Gap
compared with those that pass College Farm and exit the village in the Meldreth
direction. A large drop-off during the week is evident for vehicles coming from the
Whaddon Gap direction, no doubt as a result of the two Bumpkins locations, Bridge
Street and the Golf Centre. These sample graphs show this data for Thursday, as a
typical weekday, and for Sunday.

Fig. 1 Map of Whaddon showing locations of ATCs (Automatic Traffic Counters)
Three recorders (wires across the road), known as ATCs (Automatic Traffic Counters),
were set up for us by Road Data Services at Whaddon Gap adjacent to the village sign,
by College Farm in Church Street and on Meldreth Road (see fig). After a few initial
location problems, the recorders operated over 24 hours for a week from Thursday 19
May to Wednesday 25 May. They recorded within hourly time zones the speed and
category of each vehicle, ranging from cars to HGVs as well as the numbers of vehicles.

The data was returned to us in a form that still needed a lot of post-processing to make a
sensible and understandable analysis possible. A limitation at the outset was that data
was grouped in hourly bands, and thus a reading in the 10:00 time bracket could range
from 10:00 to 10:59. With data recorded continuously at these three locations in both an
easterly and westerly directions over for a week, we were given no fewer than 35,023
entries.
Fortunately, that did not mean over 35,000 vehicle movements in Whaddon in one week!
As the devices do not identify the individual vehicle they are recording, a vehicle
entering the village at Meldreth Road, driving through, and leaving at Whaddon Gap is
listed 3 times. If entering at one end and not leaving then it is either a resident or visitor
and will appear once or twice. We can be reasonably certain, however, that there were
over 11,000 vehicle movements in the week.

Overview by speed bands
We have placed speeds into four groups; these may be characterised as within the limit
accepted by the police (30+10%+2 = 35mph), a band just over the limit (36–40mph),
more seriously over (41–50mph) and off the scale (51mph+)!

Snapshots of the data

To present a report to the village that was reasonably understandable and possibly even
interesting, we have simplified the data as follows: weekdays have been grouped
together as one and averaged, but Saturday and Sunday have been listed separately. This
is because the broad pattern for weekdays is much the same but there are significant
differences over the weekend. A selection of tables and graphs are given to illustrate the
data.

Overview of number of vehicles and speeds

Fig. 3 Overview of data for each site with vehicle numbers broken down by speed

Fig. 2 Overview of data for each site with vehicle numbers

